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Human Rrghts Councrl — 26" session — June 2014

item 6: Consrderatron of New Zealand’s UPR Outcome Statement by Actron Canada for Population :
and Development

\

Thank you Mr. President. . _
f | make this statement on behalf of the Sexual Rrghts Inltlatlve

We commend the’ government 5 acceptance of recommendatrons to: allocate resources to.address
: vaolence agarnst women, and enhance efforts to prowde equal access to health serwces '

- Furthermore, we welcome New Zealand’s commltment to voluntanly examinie recommendatlons from
' the National Human nghts Commrssron and UPR stakeholder submissrons regardmg the legallsatlon of
' abortlon S _ e : o o

J

Reform of New Zealand’s abortion law Is requlred n order to increase women’s reproductrve autonomy, o
“and to remove the dlScrlmmatron and strgma expenenced by women when accessing abortion services.

Upholding: outdated legal provisions, which restrict women’s I’epl’DdUCthE chorces prevents women from
- accessing the hrghest attalnable standard health

" The New Zealand Abortron Supervrsory Commrttee the group responsrble for oversrght of the
. Contraceptlon Sterilisation ond Abort;on Act of 1977 has, on a number of occasrons, called fora revrew :
‘of abortron Taw. Yet the govern ment refuses to doso.. : S o

~In tak ng actlon on this | issue, we urge the Government to: provlde unhrndered access to safe abort:on
_ 'ser\nces that meet high standards of acce55|b|hty, cceptabmty and affordabllrty, by: dlrectmg the law
‘ Commlssmn of New Zealand to conduct a full review of the suite of. Iegrslatron related to abortion : SO
as to remove: abortion from the Crimes Act to ensure Iegal access to abortion, in any crrcumstance,
and the exrstrng admmlstratlve barrrers in the Contraceptron Stenhsotron and Abornon Act

: _Such barrrers include the costly burden assoclated wrth approv:ng WOmen 's access to abortlon

' specrflcally, the requirement that two consultants approve women’s request to access abortlon services.
These reqUIrements have resulted in barrlers to women 5 access to abortion serVIces, such as: limited

: access to abortion services in remote areas ofthe country, and an overall shortage of certrfymg
consultants both of whlch can adversely affect women 's decrsron maklng process or delay access to '
servrces. N . S ‘ S :

- Y
- Fmally, We welcome New Zealand’s comrmtment to consultlng Wlth CIVI| somety organlzatlons in
i examlnlng these recommendations and welcome concrete follow—up on the Iegallzatzon of abortlon in o
- the near future I : : ‘

_Thank you




