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Mr President, Excellenc1es D1st1ngu1shed delegates | |

I am very pleased to be here today to present the formal response of the Slovak Republic to” '
" the recommendat1ons it recewed during the Umversal Perrochc Rev1ew in February

I ‘wish to thank all States for thetr quest1ons comments and recommendatmns made during the
cons1deratron of &ovakra in the -review process early this year My country particularly - _
apprecrates the preva1hng splrrt of -openness. and constructweness during the interactive . |
_dralogue We also express our appreciation to NGOs for the1r contrrbutrons to the review

- Process., Their ﬁrst~hand information regarding the human rights situation on the ground -
together w1th the1r 1nvaluable expert1se pr0v1des a real added value to the UPR

MI‘ P_res1d_enr,..
Slovakia reiterates ts fifm commitmen to the Universal Périodic Review,

The UPR has a unique role in the UN human rights architecture'- Since its creation it has
shown to be an efféctive tool to contribute to the promotion and protectlon of human rrghts
Tncreased attention of both Governments atid non—govemmental actors to human rights ‘and
fundamental freedoms belongs from our pornt of view, among the mam achievements of the
UPR We believe that its potentral should be further developed wihile mamtarmng focus on 1ts
mam elements, in partrcular its umversahty and d1alogue—based approach '

' Slovakra emphasrzes the need for the future smooth functmnmg of the UPR proeess In order
to keep the UPR credible and effective we fully subscribe to the voluntary commltments
; declared in Jomed statement on behalf of 47 states in March 2013 ) '

, Durrng the 1nteract1ve dialogue, Slovakla recerved 146 recommendat1ons They were all
| subject to thorough exarmnatron and analysis by relevant line m1mstr1es and- other, natronal
authorrtres Slovakra accepts 133 recommendanons Some of them are already in the process
- of their 1mplementat10n or they are 1ntended to be addressed by the ex1st1ng o future
strategres and pro grammes S - ‘ -

After a careful consrderaucn Slovakra cleclded not to accept 7 recommendatrons and to accept
: partrally 6 reeommendatmns - With regard to- the part1ally accepted recommendanons it
should be noted that these are supported in principle. This means that the Slovak Government
supports the idea and reasoning behind; it is not, however, in a _po_s1t10n fo accept_them fully.:

1’,




'Slovakra recognlzes the 1mportanoe to improve the partrolpatlon of Roma in pubhc life. Due :
to our constitutional order we are, however, not in a position to accept the recommendation "
regarding the partlelpatlon of Roma mmorlty in the Parliament. The Parliament i is constituted
on civic prmcrple Th.‘lS means that the affiliation with natmnal or cthnic minority can be
. declared only upon a 'free decision of an individual, Tn order to achieve better results in this

area, Slovakia will support the involvement of Roma in civil 3001ety and in eleeted bodles"
. through the ex1st1ng programmes and strategles ' '

| would hke to rerterate the firm commltment of the Slovak Government to ﬁght agamstf
racism, extremrsm and’ other forms of 1ntoleranoe Slovak1a notes the recommendatron to -
' prohibit by law and prevent aot1v1t1es of extremrst organlzatlons We support thrs

o recommendatlon in pr1n01p1e

' In response to the reoommendatmn 10 mamtam the protectron of the rrght to hfe from.
) 'eoneeptron to natural death in aoeordance wrth Artrele 15 of the- Constitution, we would lrke :
to point-out to the ﬂndmg of the Constrtutlonal Coutt, in which the Court clearly rejected to-
_ interpret Arucle 15 of the Constltutron in the way that it estabhshes an absolute right to life -

from conceptlon For thrs reason Slovakla accepts thIS recommendatron w1thout the wordmg N
r“from conceptlon S e :

o Vulnerable groups Such as women, ch1ldren persons with dlsabﬂrtles mlgrants and refugees

: 'enJoy speelal proteot1on m Slovakla We will pursue natronal pohcres to address the1r special’
needs ' SRR ' S

| leewrse Slovakla will contmue fo ensure full and effeotrve proteeuon of the rlghts of persons'
o .belongmg to natronal mmontres

Mr Presrdent

T wrsh to reafﬁrm our comm1tment to cooperate Wlth the Human Rrghts Counorl and its :
mechamsms We see the UPR as an ongomg process whroh is not ooncluded Wwith the_, '
,adopt1on of the outcome 1eport Qulte the contrary, to ensure the real 1rnpact of the UPR on

natlonal human r1g11ts pohcres Slovakla considers 11nportant the contmulty between the UPR o

_ eycles In order to ensurg it, we take a voluntary commitment to present an 1nter1m report on . '
. the pro gress made in 1mp1ement1ng the UPR recommendatlons e

Fmally, I would l1ke to express our gratrtude to the Tro1ka — Eth10p1a Mexwo and Saudr.-, o

. Arab1a for famhtatmg the rev1ew and to the Seeretarrat for itg Valuable ass1stance durmg the'
whoie proeess i : ' -

7 Thank you. o



