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= -item 61
Con'sidera'uc.io'nr of UPR out;omes
_ DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO

Mr. President, . - . .

v

| Arm-nes-ty)nternati_onal'w'eIcomeé the support by the Democratic Republic of Con;cjo"

- -(DRC) of the majority of the recommendations made during its review in-the UPR

Working Group, anid calls on the government to implement these without delay.* I
particular, we urge the government to fully realize the 163 recommendations it -
“maintains have already been implemented or dre in the process of bemg implemented.
Many of those recommendations concern issues where more needs to be done inorder
to |mprove the human nghts S|tuatlon in the country. - ' S

- Mr. Presiden’t,' -
Impunlty for serious crimes is a 1<ey factor in the ongomg cycle of human rights -

violations and abuses committed by the Congolese.army and by armed groups.
Amnesty International welcomes the' government’s support of recommendations to -

~address impunity, including its commitiment to |ncorporate the Rome Statute of the

Internatlonal Crlmlnal Court mto domestlc Iegrslatlon We are concerned however,
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that a leglslatlve proposal on the domestlcatlon of the Rome Statute was reJected by

* Parliament in May 2014, along with a proposal to create specialized crlmlnal chambers

“to'deal with crimes committed before the: entry into force of the Rome Statute.? We -
urge the government to submit new Iegrslatlve proposals to Parliament to lncorporate
the Rome Statute in domestic law and to establish spemahzed chambers in the -
Congolese Court of Appeal tasked with hearlng mternatlonal crimes comritted i inthe -
DRC between 1993 and 2003. These proposals shou!d be based on international fair -
“trial standards includingas regards lndependencef removirig the possibility of military .
mvolvement and ensuring the participation oflnternatlonai staFf at aII Ievels ;ncludmg ,
in mvestlgatlon prosecutlon and adJudlcat[on : ' -

'Mr Pre5|dent

Amnesty Internat[ona! is concerned that current Ieglslatlon mcludes prowsron for the
death penalty. The death penalty. continues to be imposed, including by military courts

t oncivilians. The provrsmn for the death penalty has prevented the extradition to the ;

DRC of people accused of international crimes.*. We urge the government to reconsider
its position on the recommendahons regard[ng the death penalty, and to take steps
towards its abolltlon : :

Fi_nally, [\/Irf. Presifd-en't

- Amnesty Internatlonal is deeply concerned that human rlghts defenders continue to. be
harassed by both the secyrity forces and armed groups We WeEcome the government’s -
- commitment to ensure that human rights defenders can carry out their legitimate .

~ activities without mterference We are disappolinted, however, that recommendations- :

to adopt a law on the protection of human rights defenders weré rejected " Weurge -
the government to reconsider these recommendatioris and to investigate all alleged
VIoIatrons against human rights defenders - including killings, arbltrary arrests threats
and mttmrdatlon -and to brlng those responsnble tOJUStIC@ '

Thank"you, Mr.'President.‘
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