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Corporal punishment of children breaches their tgyto respect for human dignity and physical
integrity and to equal protection under the lawisltecognised by the Committee on the Rightseof th
Child and other treaty bodies, as well as by the &#dretary General’s Study on Violence against
Children, as a highly significant issue, both fasarting children’s status as rights holders andtife
prevention of all forms of violence.

In June 2006, the Committee on the Rights of thiel @dopted General Comment No. 8 on “The right
of the child to protection from corporal punishmant other cruel or degrading forms of
punishment”, which emphasises the immediate obdigain states parties to prohibit all corporal
punishment of children, including within the hor®¢her treaty bodies and also regional human rights
mechanisms have condemned all corporal punishrirefitctober 2006, the report of the UN
Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Caildvas submitted to the General Assembly. It
recommends universal prohibition of all corporalngghment as a matter of priority.

The Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishmei Children has regularly briefed the Committee
on the Rights of the Child on this issue since 28b0%e 2004 has similarly briefed the Committee
Against Torture, the Committee on the EliminatibDscrimination Against Women, the Committee
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the HnrRights Committee, and in 2011 began
briefing the Committee on the Rights of Personk Wisabilities. There is growing progress acrosis al
regions in challenging this common form of violeagainst children. But many States persist in
ignoring treaty body recommendations to prohibitlatiminate all corporal punishment. We hope the
Working Group of the UPR will give particular attem to states’ response, or lack of response, to
the concluding observations from treaty bodieshos issue, as well as to the recommendations made
during the first cycle of the UPR.

Corporal punishment of children is lawful in Cameroon, despite the Government'’s
acceptance of the recommendation made during the BPin 2009 to improve
harmonisation of national legislation with the Conention on the Rights of the
Child and the repeated recommendations on the issu®y the Committee on the
Rights of the Child.

We hope the Working Group will note with concern tte legality of corporal
punishment in Cameroon. We hope states will raiséné issue during the review in
2013 and recommend to Cameroon that legislation enacted to explicitly prohibit
corporal punishment of children in all settings induding the home as a matter of
priority.




1 The initial review of Cameroon by the Human Righ$ Council (2009)

1.1 Cameroon was reviewed in the first cycle ofliimeversal Periodic Review in 2009
(session 4). No recommendations were made spdlyifczncerning corporal punishment of
children. However, the following recommendation wzede and was accepted by the
Government:

“Take into account the comments of CRC and CEDAWTriter to ensure better
harmonisation of the national legislation with centions and to allow women and
children to fully enjoy their rights (Turkey)”

1.2 The Committee on the Rights of the Child hassistently interpreted the Convention on
the Rights of the Child as requiring explicit proition of all corporal punishment of children

in all settings, including the home. The Commifiest raised the issue specifically with
Cameroon in 2001, following examination of the sgaarty’s initial report, recommending that
the ban on corporal punishment in schools be madtand enforcetlin its concluding
observations on the state party’s second rep@®1i®, the Committee again expressed
concern at corporal punishment of children in Caxoer and recommended that the state party
“explicitly prohibit by law all forms of corporalymishment in all settings, including the home,
alternative care institutions and in situationgwfployment™

1.3 Numerous studies have revealed the naturexeadtef corporal punishment of children
in Cameroon, but its legality has not changed sihedJPR in 2009. It is supposedly unlawful
in the penal system and in schools but it is lawfuhe home and in alternative care settings.
The drafting of a new Family Code was expectedetadmplete by the end of 2011: early
drafts stated that discipline in the family shobé&dadministered with respect for the child’s
dignity but did not explicitly prohibit all corporaunishment.

2 Leqgality and practice of corporal punishment in Gimeroon

2.1 The legal system in Cameroon is based on Framithaw and English common law, and

a right to inflict corporal punishment on childrsrrecognised, including in tHeome

Provisions against violence and abuse in the Reodé (1967) and the Constitution (1996) are
not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punigminof children.

2.2 UNICEF’s major 2010 analysis of data on chiktgbline in 2005-2006 found that 93% of
2-14 year olds in Cameroon experienced violentcigise” (physical punishment and/or
psychological aggression) in the home; 28% expeeédrsevere physical punishment (being
hit or slapped on the face, head or ears or betrmyr and over with an implemeritp
comparative study of young women published in #iraes year found that in Cameroon 43%
had been hit during childhood, 66% beaten, 21%ddc¢i81% denied food, 7% choked or
burned and 18% forced to do hard wowk.similar study found that children with disaktisis
were particularly vulnerable, with more than 50%yofing disabled adults reporting having
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been hit, punched, kicked or beaten, over 25% rtadat hot chilli, pepper or very bitter food
or drink, and over 25% choked, burnt or stabbed.

2.3 Corporal punishment is considered unlawflidahoolsunder article 35 of the Law of
Cameroon National Educational Guidelines No. 98/A®98), which prohibits all forms of
violence. However, we have yet to confirm thaiplecitly prohibits corporal punishment.

2.4 In thepenal system corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentencetfane: there is no
provision for judicial corporal punishment in crimal law. Corporal punishment appears to be
unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal ingbts, but we have been unable to confirm
explicit prohibition in law.

2.5 There is no explicit prohibition of corporalmshment inalternative care settings
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