ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION-ADD 1

SRI LANKA

Do the Russian authorities take measures to enhance the training of personnel of law
enforcement agencies in the field of human rights?

MONTENEGRO

Question: Montenegro welcomes support of the special services being set up by regional
and local authorities to prevent violence against women. What effects such efforts have
had and whether Russia is considering adding specific legislation to address domestic
violence against women?

Question: What steps Russia is taking to address violence against those in the LGBT
Community?

NORWAY

What steps have been taken to implement the recommendations of the Committee
Against Torture in its concluding observations at its 1130 meeting (CAT/C/SR.1130)?

Violence and discrimination against women remains a cause for concern in the Russian
Federation. In 2009, Russia accepted recommendations to introduce specific legislation
for the prevention of domestic violence. What steps have been taken to this end? Will
Russia encourage a visit from the Special Rapporteur on Violence Against Women?

The national report (para 37) states that “....law enforcement authorities are devoting
particular attention to detecting and suppressing extremist offences”. What measures are
being taken in this context to ensure against arbitrary application of the anti-extremist
law, (in particular against political opposition and civil society activists)?

In 2012, Russia ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. What
has been done so far towards implementation of the convention?

Regarding the rights of indigenous people, what has the Russian Federation done to
implement CERD's recommendations from 2008 (CERD/C/RUS/CO/19)? When will
Territories of Traditional Nature Use, as foreseen in the federal law of 2001, be created?

The Human Rights Council resolution on “Protecting Human Rights Defenders”
(A/HRC/22/L..13) urges States i.a. facilitate the work, respect the independence of
human rights defenders organizations and avoid stigmatization of their work, regardless
of the origin of their funding. In this light the NGO law on “foreign agents” is a cause for
concern. Will Russia amend its legislation affecting the work of human rights defenders,



civil society activists and journalists to bring it into accordance with international human
rights law and standards?

KYRGYZSTAN

e How do the Russian authorities solve the problem of hazing and harassment among the
army personnel?

GERMANY

e What concrete measures are foreseen by the Russian Federation to
improve the protection of journalists, media workers and human rights
defenders that report about the violation of human rights, especially in

Northern Caucasus.

e How does Russia prevent constraints on the freedom of speech in the
internet through a restrictive use of youth protection provisions?

SLOVENIA

e What measures have been put in place to reduce the gender pay gap, and to address the
stereotypes regarding the roles and responsibilities of women and men, as recommended
by CEDAW?

e What measures are in place to prevent discrimination against individuals on the basis of
their sexual orientation and identity? What steps have been taken to address the concerns
of CAT regarding reports that police had failed to promptly react to, or carry out effective
investigations and bring charges against those responsible for violent attacks against
LGBTI persons?

e Please elaborate on the implementation of CAT recommendations regarding the absolute
prohibition of torture, the definition of torture in full conformity with the Convention and
the criminalization of torture as an independent crime.

e What steps have been taken to counter the reported culture of impunity for sexual assault
in some parts of the country?

e What steps have been taken to implement CESCR’s recommendation to increase

knowledge of and access to affordable contraceptive methods in the country, to ensure



that family-planning information and services are available to everyone including in the
rural areas, and to include the costs of modern contraceptive methods in the public health

insurance scheme?
NETHERLANDS

e When will the Russian Federation ratify the Rome Statute and accede to the Agreement
on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court (APIC) and implement

the relevant provisions into national legislations?
CZECH REPUBLIC

e What are the reasons for the sudden and all-encompassing wave of searches on NGOs,
including the scope of these inspections and the criteria used to determine which
organisations should be subjected to inspection?

e What measures are being taken by the government to guarantee freedom of association
in connection with recently adopted laws regulating NGOs? What is the rationale
behind the special treatment of NGOs categorized as “political” and for the new
obligation on NGOs accepting foreign funding to identify themselves as “foreign
agent”?

e What measures are being taken to ensure safety of journalists and human rights
defenders? How are the cases of violence against human rights defenders and
journalists investigated in order to bring persons responsible for the attacks to justice?

e What measures are being taken to stop ill-treatment, enforced disappearances and
extrajudicial killings in the North Caucasus?



