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Background summary

The Republic of Palau presented its first UnivePatiodic Review Report on May

2, 2011 at the M session for Human Rights Council. On May 5, 28&lau’s UPR report
was adopted and of the 106 recommendations,wéde given responses while 42
recommendations were taken back to Palau to beiagdmand to provide responses later.
The responses are to be included in the outcomertrgopted by the Human Rights
Council at its 18 session in September, 2011.

The following responses to the 42 recommendatioase therefore
submitted:

Response for Accession/ Ratification of Treatiea General:

Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palau to take note of thesmaties.Palau is
undergoing consultation and working towards pubsizrareness about these instruments
and determining the Republic’'s capacity and resgaur to fulfill its obligations on these
treaties:

62.1. Consider acceding to the remaining core matiisnal human rights
instruments (Algeria);

62.2. Sign and ratify, as soon as possible, ald&mmental international human
rights instruments and their protocols (Brazil);

62.3. Increase Palau’s participation in the maiterimational human rights
instruments and accede to the international &reatd which is not yet party
(Morocco);

62.4. Consider the ratification of the core int¢ior@al human instruments and ...
(South Africa);

62.5. Ratify fundamental international human righttruments in order to create
a proper national framework of action to promoted gorotect human rights
(Trinidad and Tobago);

62.6. Consider acceding to the major internationsiruments including the ...
(China);

62. 11. Consider acceding to the main human rigistsuments to which it is not a
party ... (Costa Rica);

62.12. Ratify the remaining human rights convergtion (Maldives);
62.15. ...and accede to other instruments (Republidatdova);

62.18. Gradual consideration be given, with theistamsce of the OHCHR ...
(Chile);

62.23. Consider the possibility of ratifying the imd@auman rights international
instruments ... (Argentina).

Response for Ratification of Specific Treaties:

Ratifying ICCPR — Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palautéke note of these
treaties. Palau is working on building public awess on this instrument and determining
the capacity and resources of the Republic tolffitfi obligations on this instrument.

62.7. ... making it a priority to accede to the ICCPRFrance);
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62.8. Ratify the ICCPR ... (Norway);

62.9. Consider ratifying the main human rights rstents particularly the
ICCPR... (United Kingdom);

62.10. Consider ratifying the core internationaimaun rights treaties: ICCPR,
(Poland);

62.23. Consider the possibility of ratifying the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and its Optional Protocols..rgéntina);

62.24. Sign and ratify the two International Covasa... (Spain).

Ratifying ICESCR - Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palauta#ie note of these
treaties. Palau is working towards building puldiwareness on this instrument and on
determining the capacity and resources of the Raptd fulfill the obligations of this
instrument.

62.6. Consider acceding to ... the International @awt on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (China);

62.7. ... making it a priority to accede to the ... BER (France);
62. 8. Ratify the... ICESCR ... (Norway);

62.9. Consider ratifying the main human rights rimstents particularly the ...,
the ICESCR and ... (United Kingdom);

62.10. Consider ratifying the core internationahiaum rights treaties: ICESCR,
(Poland);

62.23. Consider the possibility of ratifying the the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; ... (Argentina)

62.24. Sign and ratify the two International Covasa. (Spain).

Ratifying CEDAW - Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palautae note of these
recommendations. Palau is continuously working tolwathe ratifications of this
instrument.

62.8. Ratify the ... CEDAW ... (Norway);

62.9. Consider ratifying the main human rights rimstents particularly the...,
the... and the CEDAW... (United Kingdom);

62.10. Consider ratifying the core internationatriaun rights treaties: CEDAW ...
(Poland);

62.12 Ratify the remaining human rights conventioparticularly CEDAW
(Maldives);

62.13 Accede to CEDAW (Turkey);

62.14 Ratify the Convention on the EliminationAlf Forms of Discrimination
against Women (Canada);

62.15 Ratify the Convention on the Elimination off Aorms of Discrimination
against Women, which was given Senate’s approvalOid8, and accede to other
instruments (Republic of Moldova);

62.16  Ratify CEDAW and ... (Hungary);
62.17 Finalize the process for the ratificatiolC&DAW and ... (France);
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62.18 Gradual consideration be given, with thestasce of the OHCHR, to the
ratification of ... the International Convention dmetElimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women and ... (Chile);

62.20. Continue to pursue the ratification of Intional Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againstWomen and the
(Philippines);

62.23. Consider the possibility of ratifying the imdauman rights international
instruments, particularly ..., the International Cention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women and its OmdidProtocols; ...(Argentina);

62.24 In particular, sign and ratify the Internaib Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againdomen and its Optional
Protocol, whose ratification was approved by thea&e in early 2008 and is still
waiting for the approval of the House of Represiévga (Spain).

Ratifying CAT — Palau’s Positionlt is the position of Palau to take note of thasaties.
Under Palau’s Constitution “Torture, cruel or infame or degrading treatment or
punishments are prohibited”. Palau is working omilding public awareness and
determining the capacity and resources of theuBlapto fulfill the obligations of this

instrument.
62.10. Consider ratifying the core Internationalmiam rights Treaties: CAT.
(Poland);
62.11. Consider acceding to ..., in particular then@mtion against Torture and

Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading treatment or shment; ... (Costa Rica);

62.23. Consider the possibility of ratifying the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination ... (Argentina)

62.24. Sign and ratify ... and the International Gartion on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination ... (Spain).

Ratifying CRC — Palau’s Position: Palau accepts this recomm&ndas it ratified CRC
in 1994 and is working on its next report whileldgling up on its obligations to this
instrument.

62.18 Gradual consideration be given, with thestasce of the OHCHR, to the
ratification of ... the Optional Protocols on the @ention on the Rights of the
Child within the framework of the National Plan A€tion for Children referred in
the national report (Chile);

62.24. Ratify the two Optional Protocols on the @mtion on the Rights of the
Child ... (Spain).

Ratifying Conventions on the Rights of Persons witlDisabilities — Palau’s Position: It
is the position of Palau to accept these recomniemdaas it is working on building
awareness on this instrument and determining thadiy and resources the Republic will
need to fulfill its obligations to this instrument.

62.20. Continue to pursue the ratification of ... tbenvention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities ... (Philippines);

62.21. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Pesswith Disabilities and work
to implement the Pacific Regional Strategy on Diggl{Australia);

62.22. Become a party to and implement the Coneentin the Rights with
Disabilities as a matter of priority and furtherclide persons with disabilities
throughout this process (New Zealand);
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62.24 Sign and ratify the ... Convention on the RighftPersons with Disabilities
and its Optional Protocols ... (Spain).

Ratifying Migrant Workers — Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palaudke note of
these recommendations as it is working to develsgraness and determine the capacity
and resources of the Republic to fulfill its obligas under this instrument.

62.20. Continue to pursue the ratification of... B8 Convention on Migrant
Workers (Philippines).

Ratifying International Convention for the Protection of Persons from Enforced
Disappearance— Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palauthke note of these
recommendations as it is working to develop awassrend determine the capacity and
resources of the Republic to fulfill its obligat®oander this instrument.

62.23. Consider the possibility of ratifying the International Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappeaeaffirgentina);

62.24. Sign and ratify the...International Conventilmn the Protection of All
Persons from Enforced Disappearance ... (Spain).

Ratifying on Convention relating to the Status of Rfugees and Stateless Person
Palau’s Position It is the position of Palau to take note of thescommendations as it is
working to develop awareness and determine thecttgpand resources of the Republic to
fulfill its obligations under this instrument.

62.25. Accede to the 1951 Convention relating ® $ttatus of Refugees and its
1967 Protocol; to the 1954 Convention relatinghe $tatus of Stateless Persons and
to the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Staseless (Republic of Moldova);

62.26. Become a party to the 1951 Refuge Conventimh1967 Refugee Protocol
(United States of America);

62.27. Ratify the 1954 Convention relating to that® of Stateless Persons and
the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Stateless(®&ovakia);

Ratifying on Convention relating to Transnational Organized Crime and Human
Trafficking — Palau’s Position: Palau takes note of thesemewendations as it is working
to develop awareness and determine the capacityesodrces of the Republic to fulfill its
obligations under this instrument. Palau has mxjstlegislation and enforcement
mechanism addressing human trafficking.

62.28. Consider ratification of the UN Conventiorgaest Transnational
Organized Crime and its Palermo Protocol (Philippn

62.33. Ratify the Protocol to Prevent, SuppressRuntish Trafficking in Persons,
especially Women and children, a protocol to thev@ation against Transnational
Organized Crime (United States of America).

Withdrawal of Reservations to CEDAW — Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palau
to take note of these recommendations as it is iwgrio develop awareness and determine
the capacity and resources of the Republic tolffitfi obligations under this instrument.

62.19. Continue working with national and stateggoments and women'’s group
to remove the reservations to the Convention onBlmination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women (Australia);
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Response On Harmonization of Legislation/Implemetation:

Legislation on CEDAW - Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palau to take note of
these recommendations. Appropriate Ministriesal&® continue to work closely to ensure
that relevant polices are in line with CEDAW.

62.4. Consider bringing national legislation inelimith the provision of these
instruments (core international human rights insgnts) (South Africa);

62.16. ... revise relevant legislation in accordamgth international standards
(CEDAW) to provide an efficient legislation for thkest interest of women
(Hungary);

62.17. ... and take all the necessary steps to ingiérthe provisions of the
Convention (CEDAW) (France).

On the Establishment of a National Human Rights Instution — Palau’s Position; It is

the position of Palau to accept this recommendati®alau continues to work with the
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and Asia Packmrum through consultations in
developing awareness and to determine the capaityesources of the Republic to fulfill
its obligations under this institution. On 1 — Gighist 2011, Palau will conduct a National
Human Rights Institution consultation with the atmice of the Pacific Islands Forum
Secretariat, Asia Pacific Forum and the Office ¢ High Commissioner for Human
Rights. The in country consultation will consist kdy government officials particularly

members of the National Congress as well as retag@rernment Ministries and Agencies.
The outcome of the consultation will determine th@ve forwards establishing a NHRI.

62.1. Consider step up the efforts aiming at esthibly a National Human
Rights Institution (Algeria).

On the Status of Children Born of Foreign Parents- Palau’s Paosition: It is the position
of Palau to take note of this recommendation. he lwith Palau’s Constitution, the
legislative body may address the status of childam of foreign parents.

62.29. Revise the status of children born of fargmarents in accordance with
relevant international standards (Hungary).

The Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility — Palau’s Position: It is the position of
Palau to accept this recommendation. Palau is & p@arCRC and will make changes
according to these recommendations according tettdraards of CRC.

62.30. Review the legislation on minimum age fomanal responsibility (Brazil);

62.31. Raise the minimum age of criminal respoligibin compliance with
International standards (Slovakia).

Treatment of Female Prisoners Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palaudke note
of this recommendation. Palau prison system hastieg compliance standards that
protect women prisoners in line with Bangkok Rules.

62.32 Circulate and implement the recently adoptdds on the treatment of
women prisoners and non-custodial measures for wooféenders, otherwise
known as the Bangkok Rules and seek necessary supppm such relevant
agencies as UNODC and the OHCHR (Thailand).

Sexual Exploitation of Children — Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palauatcept
these recommendations. Palau is a party to CRCwalhépply these recommendations
under its obligations on this instrument.

62.34 Urgently implement legislation that specifig addresses child sexual
exploitation through electronic images and takereppate measures to ensure
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adequate legal protection of children, includingydoagainst commercial sexual
exploitation (United Kingdom);

62.36. Enact Legislation that addresses exploitatdd children via sexually
explicit videos, movies, photos and electronic ism{New Zealand);

62.36 ... protect children from commercial sexual leiation (Trinidad and
Tobago).

Child Labour - Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palau to accept these
recommendations as it is a party to CRC and wilphapts obligations under this
instrument.

62.36. Enact legislation to prevent child labourd aprotect children from
commercial sexual exploitation (Trinidad and Tobago

62.37. Seek the assistance of ILO to combat chbadid (Brazil).

Criminalization of Sexual Relations of Consenting Aults of the Same Sex Palau’s
Position: It is the position of Palau to accept these reconttagons. Palau will take
appropriate measures to modify or amend currensli&@n in line with international
standard.

62.38. Confirm its commitment to non-discriminatiby de-criminalizing sexual
relations between consenting adults of the same aaX by repealing the
discriminatory provisions against LGBT persons (f€s);

62.39. Bring its national legislation into confotyiwith its commitment to
equality and non discrimination, by repealing thevisions of Palau’s Penal Code
which continues to criminalize sexual relationswestn consenting adults of the
same sex (Norway);

62.40. Repeal all provisions in domestic legislkatioriminalizing consensual
sexual activity between same sex adults and coxtisatimination against LGBT
through political, legislative and administrativeasures (Spain).

Age of Marriage — Palau’s Position: It is the position of Palau to accept these
recommendations.Palau will take appropriate measures to modify memad appropriate
legislation in line with international standards.

62.41. Equalize the legal minimum age of marriagegfrls and boys (Norway).

Refugees and Asylum Seekers Palau’s Positionlt is the position of Palau to accept
these recommendations. Palau will take appropriat®sures to enact appropriate
legislation in line with international standards.

62.42. Establish a more formal system to providetgmtion for refugees and
asylum seekers (United States of America).

Conclusion:

His Excellency Johnson Toribiong, President of Republic of Palau, is scheduled
to attend the 66 United Nations General Assembly. During his visitNew York, he
plans to sign the remaining 7 core human rightsafles /Conventions/Covenants. These
are as follows1) UN Human Rights Treaty 2) Universal Declaration of Human Rights 3)
International Covenant on Civil & Political Rights 4) International Covenant of
Economic, Social & Cultural Rights 5) Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women 6) Convention of Elimination of all Forms of Racial
Discrimination 7) Convention against torture and other cruel inhuman or degrading
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treatment of punishment. Palau is already a party to the Convention on tlght® of a
Child.

Finally, Palau is committed to its human rightsigdions and responsibilities and
reiterates its appeal to the international comnyutat assist the country in its efforts to
carry out its human rights responsibilities in implementation of these instruments.




