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Introduction

1. The Working Group on the Universal Periodic Rewi established in accordance
with Human Rights Council resolution 5/1 of 18 J@@97, held its eleventh session from 2
to 13 May 2011. The review of Solomon Islands wakltat the 6th meeting on 4 May
2011. The delegation of Solomon Islands was he&geBeter Shanel Agovaka, Minister
for Foreign Affairs and External Trade. At its 10tmeeting held on 6 May 2011, the
Working Group adopted the report on Solomon Islands

2. On 21 June 2010, the Human Rights Council ssdethe following group of
rapporteurs (troika) to facilitate the review ofl@woon Islands: Jordan, Mauritius, United
States of America.

3. In accordance with paragraph 15 of the annexetwlution 5/1, the following
documents were issued for the review of Solomambis:

(&) A national report submitted/written presemtatinade in accordance with
paragraph 15 (a) (A\HRC/WG.6/11/SLB/1);

(b) A compilation prepared by OHCHR in accordamdgéh paragraph 15 (b)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/SLB/2);

(¢) A summary prepared by OHCHR in accordance witltagraph 15 (c)
(AJHRC/WG.6/11/SLB/3 and A/HRC/WG.6/11/SLB/3/Cory.1

4. A list of questions prepared in advance by Cz&dpublic, France, Latvia,
Maldives, Slovenia and the United Kingdom of Gr8aitain and Northern Ireland was
transmitted to Solomon Islands through the troikaese questions are available on the
extranet of UPR.

Summary of the proceedings of the review process

Presentation by the State under review

5. During the opening statement, the delegatioBabdmon Islands noted that human
rights was a fundamental principle entrenched @& @wonstitution, and acknowledged the
assistance of other Governments, development paramed the civil society for progress
made in promoting and protecting human rights ilo®on Islands.

6. A priority focus was peace and reconciliationcsi the country was still in a
peacebuilding and reconstruction phase after ayfaar period of social unrest which the
nation had experienced between 1998 and 2003. ddtha lot of emphasis was being
placed on structural, legislative, social and eooisareforms, the losses incurred from the
unrest were still affecting the enjoyment and mlon of civil, political, economic, social
and cultural rights by its citizens.

7. Solomon Islands was also not immune to the &ffetglobal warming and climate
change which give rise to environmental degradatiesource depletion, food insecurity,
social and economic conflicts and growing poverty.

8. Solomon Islands participated in the universalqoéc review with an open mind,
sharing information on progress made in advanciogndn rights and committed to
learning and benefiting from the interactive dialegThe delegation thanked development
partners for their support in preparation for timévarsal periodic review, in particular the
Pacific Regional Rights Resource Team of the Sadedtof the Pacific Community
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(sponsored by the Government of Netherlands), HwfiP Islands Forum Secretariat, the
Regional Office for the Pacific of the Office ofettunited Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) and the Commonwealth Secgdtari

9. Of a most pressing nature was the need to rétify Optional Protocols to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child which Solomslands had already signed, and
which was a priority task in the Government’s wptén for 2011.

10. The delegation reported on its commitment amceat efforts to submit its periodic
reports to the Committee on the Elimination of Disgnation against Women and the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, and acknogéet that on the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Right$ e Convention on the Elimination
All Forms of Racial Discrimination were due. TheM@mment planned to set up a treaties
committee to monitor its reporting obligations.

11.  Although Solomon Islands was yet to fully impknt the concluding observations
from the Committee on the Rights of the Child of030 it had incorporated those
observations into the National Children’s Policy.

12.  As part of Pacific regional commitments, Solonislands had committed to the
2009 Pacific Islands Forum leaders’ Cairns Competich recognized violence against
women as pervasive and underreported. The Compsetracognized that sexual and
gender-based violence was a human security issuk aardestabilizing factor for
communities and societie$he Sexual and Gender-Based Violence ReferencepGimu
support national efforts had consequently beenldped.

13. Solomon Islands was committed to the PacifanPéspecially Strategic Objective
12.5, which outlined the region’s commitment to lmmights through “treaty ratification,
reporting and implementation” and the Pacific RegldStrategy on Disability. It was also
committed to the principles of the Millennium Despinent Goals and the declaration on
The World Fit for Children.

14.  The bill of rights was entrenched in chapteofiithe 1978 Constitution. The draft
Federal Constitution had an expanded bill of rightkich included civil, political,
economic, social and cultural rights. It also pded for a national human rights
commission.

15. Solomon Islands had passed legislation, endgreécies and set out action plans
and guidelines to direct the implementation of honmgghts. Reference was made in
particular to the Evidence Act 2009, which elimaththe corroboration warning in sexual
violence convictions and the use of prior sexualdewt of complainants as evidence to
guestion the character and credibility of complatsa In 2009, the Government had
endorsed the Family Health and Safety Study whiotmwed a very high prevalence of

domestic violence, as well as a baseline reportcfeating a future free from violence,

abuse and exploitation of girls and boys. It hab akcognized the recommendations from
a report on the commercial sexual exploitation lifdcen in the presence of the logging
industry.

16. In 2010, the Government had endorsed the Nati@ender Equality and Women'’s
Development Policy which provided overarching objexs for gender equality and
women’s development, and the National Policy ommiglating Violence against Women.
The delegation reported on policies for the impletaton of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, such as the National Children’s Pplifor ages 0-18) and the National Youth
Policy (for ages 14-29).

17.  Human rights were some of the guiding princpté the National Coalition for
Reform and Advancement Government Policy for the f@ur years. The policy set out to
promote social and economic advancements that eshgair distribution and equal access
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and opportunities for all. It specifically aimed fromote gender equality and full
participation of women.

18. The delegation also referred to institutiorstrinimental to promoting human rights,
such as the Office of the Auditor General, the ffof the Ombudsman and a Leadership
Code Commission and commended the Regional Assistitission to Solomon Islands
for its role in strengthening the capacity of thasstitutions. The Truth and Reconciliation
Commission was also established in 2009, with adatnto promote national unity and
reconciliation.

19. Solomon Islands thanked delegations for thdivamce questions and provided
responses highlighting some challenges.

20. The delegation reported on the approval ofteomal policy which set out strategic
actions and cross-cutting efforts to prevent viokeagainst women, protect victims and to
prosecute perpetrators. The policy also recognilzecheed for significant social, political
and economic empowerment of women. Progress haul tzden made in proposing
legislation for trafficking, protection orders foictims of violence in the home, law reform
to respond to child abuse, neglect and exploitation

21. Regarding the promotion of women’s participation decision-making, the

delegation referred to the Gender Equality and Woséevelopment Policy. Some

significant steps had been taken to promote ang&se women’s participation in politics,
decision-making and leadership. Regarding womeag@and security, there was currently
a move to develop a national affirmative/sustairiioac plan to increase women’s
participation.

22.  Onthe issue of land ownership, the delegatiditated that this was one of the root
causes of the civil unrest from 1998 to 2003. Therénment initiated the Constitutional
Reform Programme in 2000 as an initiative to adstes issue. Work on the constitutional
reform was well advanced, with provincial feedbackthe 2009 draft Federal Constitution
now being collected. The Government further devetb@m land reform policy and
established the land reform unit, which was workingconsultation with land-owning
groups to determine tribal boundaries and mapedleyant areas concerned. A commission
of inquiry into land dealings and lost properties ®@uadalcanal in 2007 had also been set
up and was now conducting its hearing on abandtaredk. Those initiatives would take
time to show results, but they were in progress.

23. Regarding progress made by the Truth and Réd@tinen Commission, especially
in terms of what it had done to create the so@aliions needed to establish peace in the
long term, the delegation reported that Commiss®nsere appointed in 2009 and
operations began in 2010. Significant progress hadn made through national and
provincial public hearings as well as closed hegrifor victims of the tensions.

24. The delegation noted that climate change wdsgaproblem. The Ministry of
Environment, Conservation, Meteorology and DisaManagement had been established
and the National Environment Policy to accommodat¢éh the sector and cross-sector
policies for development was being implemented.

25.  On the establishment of a national human rigigstution, that was dependant on
the draft Federal Constitution being passed. Sotorisdands was, however, open to
exploring the possibility of establishing a natibhaman rights institution, which was not
necessarily hinged on the draft Federal Constitubieing passed.

26. The delegation reported that the cultural cdndé society did not condone same-
sex relationships. Any commitment to removing Pe@alde provisions criminalizing
sexual relations between consenting adults ofdingessex must be subject to consultations.
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However, there had not been any submissions td_dive Reform Commission in their
review of the Penal Code to repeal those sections.

27. In concluding, Solomon Islands noted that i fitameworks and institutions that
work to integrate human rights; however, it waalealing with a range of competing
priorities and limited resources. It called on th&ernational community to help them to
explore how they could strategize to ensure thatttizens of Solomon Islands continued
to enjoy full realization of their rights. The dgiion recognized the initiatives of the
Pacific Regional Rights Resource Team of the Sagattof the Pacific Community for a
regional human rights commission that would reiofonational initiatives to promote and
protect human rights.

28.  Solomon Islands announced that it was extendingpen invitation to all mandate
holders of the United Nations special proceduressit the country.

29. Solomon Islands informed that a coordinatingweittee would be established to
monitor implementation, monitoring and reportingdwing the universal periodic review.

Interactive dialogue and responses by the Statender review

30. During the interactive dialogue, 28 delegatiorele statements. Recommendations
made during the dialogue can be found in chaptef tthe present report.

31. Canada welcomed the adoption of policies aadspto address several human rights
issues as well as the announcement of the extew$ianm open invitation to the special
procedures. It was concerned by the lack of laworeiment, ongoing corruption and
continuing widespread discrimination against woraed girls, children of certain ethnic
minorities, and children with disabilities, endenpiactices of domestic violence and ill-
treatment and abuse of children, including chilbolar, exploitation and prostitution.
Canada made recommendations.

32. Cuba stated that Solomon Islands faced enormioaifenges, originating from the
global economic crisis and serious environmentabjems, as well as other consequences
of the unjust international economic order. Additidly, it noted that the country had been
faced with an ethnic conflict and that great e§dmad been required to restore normality.
Cuba considered that, nevertheless, the country degloyed significant efforts to
minimize the negative impact of those circumstaneesng, in particular, measures to
ensure education and improve services for the pdipul It also took note of the National
Health Plan 2010-2015 and collaboration betweervtbecountries to help improve health
services and train health professionals. Cuba mememmendations.

33.  Algeria commended Solomon Islands for havingnbalways a supporter of human
rights initiatives at the regional level and forvgsnmental efforts in the areas of health,
youth and education. It expressed the convictiat thrther progress would be achieved
within the framework of the implementation of thatddnal Development Strategy 2011-
2015. It was aware of the constraints faced by allsstland developing State in the context
of the negative impact of climate change and thenemic crisis, and recalled that
international cooperation was important. Algeriadea recommendation.

34. Ireland welcomed efforts by Solomon Islandsttengthen human rights including
the Policy Strategic Framework 2008—-2010 and thabéishment of the first Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in the Pacific. It alseleomed the commitment made during
the review to issue a standing invitation to thecsml procedures and the initiative to
consider establishing a national human rights tunstin. It inquired what initiatives were
planned and what might be done by the countrydkié¢aclimate change. Ireland also asked
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what progress had been achieved in developing +yedti plans to guide capacity-building
for the judiciary and police. Ireland made recomdagions.

35. Australia congratulated Solomon Islands for ¢baduct of its national election in
2010 and restated its support for future reformvds pleased with the announcement of a
standing invitation to the special procedures, geced the progress achieved in Solomon
Islands toward strengthening its justice system @witgd the importance of consolidating
those gains, as the regional assistance missiontavdsaw down. It noted that gender-
based violence remained a significant problem.dicamed the continuing commitment to
pursue justice for victims of the “tensions” thréuthe extension of the mandate of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission until 2012mide recommendations.

36. Norway expressed concern that adolescents atidhawve adequate information on

and access to health and, in particular, reprodeidtiealth. It was also concerned about
reports that girls were traded as brides in exchdog payments. It noted that the country
still maintained criminal sanctions against sexalvity between consenting adults of the
same sex. Norway appreciated efforts made to eolnde against women and reduce
illiteracy. It made recommendations.

37. Hungary commended Solomon Islands for the kstabent of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and recognized steps mumbeards gender equality, in
particular changes to the legal practices crimniadj sexual assault. However, it was
concerned with the increasing number of cases ofige discrimination and violence
against women and highlighted the lack of judigiatiress, which perpetuated gender
inequality. It noted achievements in ensuring tledi-yeing of children but considered that
child protection could be further improved througke prohibition of corporal punishment,
ill-treatment or violence at home, at schools atidother contexts. Hungary made
recommendations.

38. Brazil appreciated progress made in the coud&gpite constraints posed by
poverty, unemployment and climate change. It wasoeraged by the possibility that

Solomon Islands would attain the Millennium Devetamt Goals on universal primary

education. It also welcomed recent legislative messto provide protection to refugees.
Brazil noted, however, reports indicating that dstiteand sexual violence against women
and children remained major problems. It also netéd concern the low ages for criminal

responsibility and employment. Brazil made recomdagions.

39. France noted with satisfaction that the Truild &econciliation Commission had
begun its work in 2010. It also highlighted thatmary education, though free, was still not
compulsory, that the number of girls attending sthaevas low and that qualified teachers
rare. It noted the concerns by the Committee orRights of the Child regarding the low
minimum age of criminal responsibility. It also egpsed concern regarding the number of
cases domestic violence and the fact the CrimioaleG:riminalizes consensual sexual.

40. Thailand noted efforts of Solomon Islands tompote and protect human rights
despite many existing challenges. It welcomed tirancement of a standing invitation to
the special procedures. It acknowledged steps tamkstiengthen its domestic human rights
institutions such the amendment of the Evidence iAcR009. Nevertheless, it shared
concerns with some international organizationsnaigg discriminatory practices and laws
against women and girls. It also noted discrimovaf other vulnerable groups. Thailand
stated that it stood ready to continue cooperatifth Solomon Islands in the area of
capacity-building of human resources in the pusdictor. It made recommendations.

41. In responding to additional questions and conmimethe delegation thanked
speakers that had taken the floor for their commeadvice and recommendations. It noted
that some issues had already been addressed ioptreng statement and responses to
advance questions received.
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42.  The delegation took note of recommendationsatdy human rights instruments
which Solomon Islands had not yet signed/ratified aeassured countries that Solomon
Islands would take the necessary steps to do so.

43. In relation to the comments of Canada, Solonsteinds acknowledged that the
current offences in the Penal Code of procuringleteent of a woman by threats, being
involved with a household permitting defilement afgirl under 15 years, detaining an
individual in a brothel and obtaining and disposafgminors for immoral purposes only
applied to girls and women and some offences werited to acts of sexual intercourse.

44. The delegation acknowledged that laws did mimioalize the full range of
activities associated with child prostitution. Pidea were now low and there was no
protection for children from being liable to prosgons for prostitution. Standards from the
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rightshe Child on the sale of children,
prostitution and child pornography were being useddevelop recommendations for
reforms in that area, even though Solomon Islaraksdnly signed the protocol. The Law
Reform Commission was also considering introductiban offence regarding the sale of
children for sexual exploitation.

45. On comments made by Cuba, regarding effortgréonote the rights of women,
children and persons with disabilities, the delegpateferred to progress to be made as part
of the current National Policy on Eliminating Violee against Women, the Youth and
Children’s Policies and the Disability Policy.

46. The Constitution did not contain a guaranteaatiess to health care. However, the
draft Federal Constitution did include a sectionh@ath care in article 47. The delegation
took the opportunity to thank the Cuban Governnfienthe number of its students carrying

out medicine studies in Cuba. Cuba had also sedtcaleofficers and doctors who were

working in Solomon Islands to assist in alleviatiog eliminating some of the health

problems.

47. Solomon Islands had a corporate plan on heate which was based on the
following qualifications: improvement of access tpality care, management and
development of human resources, maternity and mitybieduction, maintenance of health
environment, promotion of healthy living and lifgst and improvement of reproductive
health and family planning.

48. In response to comments made by Algeria, thegdton noted that it would work
to ratify human rights treaties to strengthenrngsrfework and institutions.

49. Inresponse to a question made by Irelandj¢tegation stated that the Law Reform
Commission did not have a specific mandate to dati traditional justice, but the
Ministry of Justice and the World Bank were curhgmtorking together on a project called
“Justice for the Poor” to address the issue.

50. The delegation reported that access to justacea priority for Solomon Islands and
that it would continue to reform laws and policigsie delegation took the opportunity to
thank Australia for the assistance provided in itasbn-strengthening and capacity-
building in the law sector.

51. Solomon Islands further stated that it hadmgesent an invitation to the OHCHR
Regional Office for an in-country assessment far plurpose of establishing an office in
Solomon Islands.

52. The delegation noted the commitment of the @uwent to ensure legal
mechanisms were in place and conducive to thesrighivomen and children.

53.  On the issue of corporal punishment of childtha delegation stated that the Penal
Code contained an offence of cruelty towards chiidisection 233. However, that section
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did not affect the right of any parent or any otperson having the control of a child to
administer reasonable punishment to a child. “Realsie” must be consistent with the

constitutional right to be free from torture andvias usually determined by the court on a
case-by-case basis. The review of the Penal Codeleaking at whether any further

provision or guidance should be given in the lawubwhen corporal punishment was
lawful.

54.  On issues surrounding sexual relationships dmtwconsenting adults of the same
sex, as raised by Brazil, the delegation indicéted it was being dealt under the review of
the Penal Code.

55. The United States of America commended Sololslamds on holding of national
elections in 2010 and efforts made, with the a@stst of the Regional Assistance Mission
to the Solomon Islands, to address police corrapdiod impunity and reduce the backlog
of cases before the courts. It expressed concegardimng human rights problems,
including, lengthy pretrial detention, Governmenbrraption, and violence and
discrimination against women. It noted male domégaim Government and that violence
against women remained a serious problem. Addiipnanoted that children and foreign
women were often subjected to forced prostitutiod that local children were victims of
domestic servitude. It encouraged the country teestigate and prosecute human
trafficking. It made recommendations.

56. Slovenia acknowledged the fragile economic paotitical situation of Solomon
Islands, resulting from civil unrest in the neastpdt commended the National Plan of
Action for Human Rights outlined in 2010, in whittte establishment of a national human
rights institution was considered. It encouragesl @overnment to address the widespread
use of corporal punishment of children. It exprdssencern about child prostitution and
asked what measures would be taken in that re@odenia was also concerned by the
prevalence of domestic physical and sexual violegzenst women, which was considered
in Solomon Islands to be a private issue, a pasititnich results in impunity. It made
recommendations.

57. Germany asked what measures had been undettalgeant equal access to justice
to all. It inquired about measures adopted to e@uitee population on the rights of women
and equal rights of women and men. Germany alsedaakout efforts made to follow up

recommendations by the Committee on the RightdhefChild to reduce the number of

working children and to ensure that children whorked did so in accordance with

international standards and had access to educaBermmany expressed concern that
children were exposed to prostitution and noted dsence of institutions for the

rehabilitation of victims and the lack of datarriade a recommendation.

58.  Chile recognized existing constraints to thpyment of human rights created by
climate change and measures taken to addresshihdbe Government of Solomon Islands
through the National Policy on Climate Change. €hditerated its support to initiatives
aimed at addressing that issue. It acknowledgedigeifforts to promote and protect

human rights and the work of the Truth and Rec@tmin Commission. It noted the

National Development Strategy, progress achievethénarea of gender equality and the
initiative to consider the establishment of a nalohuman rights institution. It made

recommendations.

59. Argentina asked what results had been obtdaimedigh the implementation of the

National Policy on Eliminating Violence against Wem(2010) and the National Gender
Equality and Women'’s Development Policy. It alsquimed about measures adopted to
eliminate all forms of discrimination against bayrgd girls, in particular those belonging to
ethnic minorities, those living in remote islandbildren born out of wedlock and disabled
children. Argentina made recommendations.
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60. Maldives acknowledged the consultation proarsgaged by Solomon Islands, a
fellow member of the Alliance of Small Island S&te prepare its national report for the
review. It stated that the Working Group shouldensthnd the challenges in the promotion
and protection of human rights faced by the coubh&rgause of its small size and capacity
constraints. It recognized the commitment of Solorfsdands to human rights and progress
achieved in a range of areas covering civil andtipal rights, and economic, social and

cultural rights. It made recommendations.

61. Mexico recognized efforts made to address s, pn particular the establishment
of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. It eegsed appreciation of the recognition
by the Government of challenges faced in areas sasciiouth unemployment, violence
within the family, gender equality and access tocation, as well as efforts to ratify
international human rights conventions. Mexico dsf@ greater details on what type of
international technical cooperation would be neededprevent and eliminate sexual
exploitation and abuse, in particular of womemé#de recommendations.

62. Spain welcomed the establishment of the Trath Reconciliation Commission in
2009. It asked how it reconciled the treatmentikeceby Mr. Lusibaea with the work of
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. It alsquested information on measures taken
by the Government to guarantee gender equalitpiitiqal life and other domains. It made
recommendations.

63. Trinidad and Tobago recognized the many chgdenfaced by the country and
commended Solomon Islands for the work undertakéndorporate into domestic law the
rights of people with disabilities, child proteatiand the Convention on Elimination of all
Forms of Discrimination against Women. It also aetglated the Government for
acknowledging slow progress in areas such as Idarme the rights of women and
children, and domestic violence, affirming that thituation was the result of resource
capacity constraints rather than a lack of commitimi¢ made recommendations.

64. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northelreland hoped that the
Government of Solomon Islands would take the opmity offered by the review to
demonstrate that it was genuine in its desire tearan from the tensions and was serious
in its attempts to rebuild the country. It recogizhe challenges faced by Solomon Islands
and welcomed the announcement of a standing ifoitéd the special procedures. It hoped
the Government would seek technical assistancecaitttvate the involvement of civil
society in the follow up to the review. It askedatlier the Government would consider
raising the minimum ages regarding child labour aniehinal responsibility. It made
recommendations.

65. In response to questions raised by countriesthenissue of age of criminal
responsibility, the delegation noted that the P&wale provides for a current minimum age
of criminal responsibility of 8 years old. A chilethder the age of 12 was not criminally
responsible for an act or omission unless he othsldethe capacity to know that he or she
ought not to do an act or an omission. The minimage of criminal responsibility was
currently being considered by the Law Reform Consiois, under its mandate to review
the Penal Code and the Criminal Procedures Code.

66. Costa Rica acknowledged the social progresewsdh by Solomon Islands in the
area of education and health. It considered thairtber improve the situation it would be
important to grant special attention to girls’ aaxéo education. It was concerned by human
rights constraints provoked by external factorshsas climate change. It recalled, in that
regard, Human Rights Council resolution 16/11 andtéd Solomon Islands to present its
contribution and comments to OHCHR. It made reconua&ons.

67. Morocco noted that the national report indisafmogress made in spite of
difficulties linked to high unemployment and powednd climate change. It commended
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the country for measures adopted to amend the Bdiwt, strengthen the rule of law and
the independence of the judiciary, as well as suppwvil society. Morocco made
recommendations.

68. New Zealand stated that it had been workindp Biblomon Islands to achieve its
goal of providing basic education for all and ehating gender disparity in education. It
commended the country for impressive progress mad@chieving universal basic
education and for having allocated high levelshaf budget for that purpose. It expressed
concern about the situation of women, noting theeabe of women in Parliament and the
violence against women. It noted improvement irsqami conditions and commended the
country for having signed the Convention on theh®&gof Persons with Disabilities. It
made recommendations.

69. China took note of efforts by Solomon Islandsinter alia, improve the level of

education and health services in the country. ltedhowith concern that there was
widespread discrimination against women acrossthmtry and severe poverty and a lack
of effective guarantee for economic, social andtural rights of the people. China

expressed the hope that Solomon Islands would p@yten to economic and social

development and that effective measures would kentdo achieve gender equality,
poverty elimination and other Millennium Developrh&oals. China rejected the reference
to “Republic of China” and “Taiwan” in the nationaéport of Solomon Islands. It

emphasized that, in accordance with General Assemdsolution 2758, the Peoples’

Republic of China was the only legitimate repreattm¢ of the entire country, of which

Taiwan was an integral part.

70. Ecuador welcomed Solomon Islands Governmenfferte to eliminate child
malnutrition and maternal mortality and progresthim area of universal education. It made
recommendations.

71. Indonesia recognized that Solomon Islands wilscenfronted by a number of
challenges which continued to impede progress onmamurights and national development.
It noted progress achieved in providing accessniweusal primary education through the
Free-Fee Basic Education Policy, which permittegl ¢buntry to bring within reach the
attainment of millennium development goal 2. It wamsicerned by the fact that gender
inequality remained an issue, but appreciatedrdmkhess of the Government in conceding
that more needed to be done to ensure the promatidrprotection of the rights of women
at all levels. Indonesia made recommendations.

72. Slovakia commended Solomon lIslands for measadmpted with a view to
ensuring gender equality in its domestic law andktmote with appreciation of the
adoption of national policy plans on children amdith and the Government’s initiative to
consider establishing a national human rightstintébn. It noted concerns regarding child
labour, lack of birth registration and the low minim age of criminal responsibility. While
commending the country for providing free educatiStovakia expressed concern about
the high level of children not being enrolled daertfrastructure shortages and the fact that
education was not compulsory. Slovakia made recamatéons.

73.  The Philippines commended the Government femigaratified or signed a number
of human rights instruments despite the challertgescountry faced. It encouraged the
international community to increase its assistaaoel support for Solomon Islands,
especially in the field of poverty eradication agducation. It requested information on
plans and cooperation projects aimed at improviggcuality of education and on specific
programmes seeking to address the equitable adcesducation of children with
disabilities. It also asked how the delegation wisthe Human Rights Council to address
the human costs of climate change. It made recordat&ms.

11
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74. On the issue of education, the delegation agletdged that because of gender
disparities, women in Solomon Islands were gengrafjarded as having lower status than
men. It was also common in the country that femalege attending school at lower rate
than boys, particularly in middle to higher levefsthe education system. Solomon Islands
had set that in the education work programme asgagity in achieving equal access to
education. The two core objectives of the programweee: 100 per cent enrolment and
gender balance. The programme also acknowledgedadbessibility for students with
disabilities and it was working towards ensuringtteducation services were available to
all children. The delegation took the opportunity thank New Zealand for assisting
Solomon Islands in its efforts to provide free eatian to all children from primary school
to the junior secondary school. It also thanked thited Kingdom and the European
Union for their support for the schools’ infrastiues.

75.  On the question raised by the Philippines anatk change, the delegation thanked
the United Kingdom and the European Union for thienate change adaptation and
mitigation funds established to assist them inrtbiginate change challenges.

76.  With regard to the issue of birth registratitite delegation acknowledged that the
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) child prctien baseline study carried out in
2008 estimated very low birth registration in Sotomislands. The National Children’s
Policy and Action Plan catered for the promotionredistration of all births to create a
protective environment for children. Current depehents included the followings: the
Government was planning to look at legislative mefon 2011 to support an effective birth
registration system. In 2010, the Government pilote revision of birth registration
procedures in three selected locations. UNICEF aumently supporting the strengthening
of the operational capacity of the central civitthiregistration office and expanding mobile
network coverage. The Government, in partnershth WNICEF, was looking at assisting
with birth registration via mobile phone. Awareneasing campaigns were also carried
out.

77. Referring to the issue of ratifications of humi&ghts conventions, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and External Trade was working be tssue with the Attorney-General's
Chamber. Consultations would start mid-June tobéista a national treaties advisory
committee that would cover human rights committemsd International Labour
Organization (ILO) conventions. The dualist legaistem requires domestication of
international treaties and conventions in ordertf@m to become part of national law.
Solomon Islands could not just go ahead with @ifon without giving it serious
consideration and hence endorsement by Governmihnbugh the Cabinet. The
Government was looking at the matter in stagesrder to address those issues.

78. In concluding, the delegation indicated tha @Government was working hard to
ensure that the issues raised could be rectifigdegswent along. It thanked all delegations
for the questions raised and noted that, in sgitbeomany challenges that Solomon Islands
was facing, it was determined and committed to esklthose issues in the country. Much
had been done but more needed to be done.

Conclusions and/or recommendations

79. The recommendations formulated during the interactve dialogue and listed
below have been examined and enjoy the support cbl®mon Islands:

79.1. Take the necessary steps towards the establishmenf a national
human rights institution (NHRI), in accordance with the principles relating to
the status of national institutions for the promotbn and protection of human
rights (Paris Principles) (Canada);
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79.2. Take early steps to establish a national human rfgs institution in full
compliance with the Paris Principles (Ireland);

79.3. Establish a national human rights institution in accordance with the
Paris Principles (Argentina);

79.4. Establish a national human rights institution in acordance with the
Paris Principles (Spain);

79.5. Establish a national human rights institution with both advisory and
investigative functions and in full compliance withthe Paris Principles (United
Kingdom);

79.6. Consider the establishment of a national human rigts institution for
the protection and promotion of human rights in acordance with the Paris
Principles (Morocco);

79.7. Establish a national human rights institution, n line with the Paris
Principles, which would constitute an important st@ forward (Indonesia);

79.8. Extend a standing invitation to special-proceduranandate holders as a
way of informing and supporting human rights reforms (Maldives).

The recommendations formulated during the interactve dialogue and listed

below have been examined and enjoy the support ob®mon Islands, which considers
that they are already implemented or in the procesef implementation:

80.1. Strengthen its efforts to modify or repeal existingaws and regulations
that discriminate against women and girls (Thailand;

80.2. Amend domestic legislation so that the minimum agéor marriage is
set at 18 years (Ecuador);

80.3. Pass legislation to make spousal rape a crime ard ensure that laws
are in place to specifically address domestic vialee (United States);

80.4. Make sexual harassment illegal (United States);

80.5. Adopt legislation and raise public awareness to cobat domestic
violence (Brazil);

80.6. Enact specific legislation to criminalize all forns of violence against
women (Norway);

80.7. Adopt legislation to address all forms of violenceagainst women and
modify existing laws that discriminate against wome and girls (Canada);

80.8. Urgently set into force legislation that criminalizes all forms of violence
against women, including in domestic settings (Slewia);

80.9. Enact specific legislation to criminalize all forns of violence against
women, including within households (United Kingdom)

80.10. Enact specific legislation which criminalizes allforms of violence
against women, including within households (Indonés);

80.11. Adopt, as an urgent priority, specific legislationto address violence
against women; and provide enforcement officers whit further training and
support to ensure that such crimes are properly ingstigated and the law is
enforced (New Zealand);
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80.12. Adopt and implement legislative and other effectig measures to
protect women and children from domestic violence r&d abuse in all forms
(Trinidad and Tobago);

80.13. Take the necessary steps to codify in national Iaw obligations
subscribed to in the Convention on the Rights of #h Child (Canada);

80.14. Introduce national legislation to ensure that therights of the child are
fully protected, in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(Slovenia);

80.15. Adopt legislation to legally prohibit corporal punishment of children
(Hungary);

80.16. Review the legislation on the minimum ages for aminal responsibility
and for employment (Brazil);

80.17. Raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility ¢ the internationally
accepted age (Hungary);

80.18. Align the minimum age of criminal responsibility with accepted
international norms on the matter and ensure that 8 children up to the age of
18 years can benefit from the protection of the jugnile justice system (France);

80.19. Raise the minimum age at which children can be hel criminally
responsible (Mexico);

80.20. Consider raising the minimum age of criminal respasibility (Chile);

80.21. Adopt legislative measures to bring the age of ariinal responsibility
into conformity with international standards (Costa Rica);

80.22. Raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility m compliance with
international standards (Slovakia);

80.23. Raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility & bring it into
conformity with international standards and provide children under 18 years
with due protection from juvenile justice system (Euador);

80.24. Develop explicit legislation implementing the proisions of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discimination against Women,
and invite the Special Rapporteur on violence agast women, its causes and
consequences, to the country (Maldives);

80.25. Introduce measures to address the situation of gder discrimination
and violence against women by modifying existing Ves and regulations that
discriminate against women (Hungary);

80.26. Undertake the necessary steps to change traditiohaustoms and
patriarchal practices that violate the human rights of girls and women
(Norway);

80.27. Adopt and implement measures to protect women andhildren from
domestic violence (Ecuador);

80.28. Redouble efforts for the prevention, sanction anceradication of all
forms of violence against women and attain equalitef rights between men and
women in all spheres of life (Argentina);

80.29. Undertake the necessary measures to install the eguate legal and
administrative framework to facilitate the reporting, investigation and
prosecution of domestic violence cases (Norway);
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80.30. Take measures to combat the problem of domestic alence and for
those responsible of such acts be brought beforegljustice system for their acts
(France);

80.31. End all forms of corporal punishment of children n all settings,
including in the home and in schools, by enforcings prohibition (Slovenia);

80.32. Enhance protection of children from abuse, includig prostitution and
child pornography (United States);

80.33. Adopt a national plan of action against sexual expitation of children
and against child labour. Raise the minimum age ofriminal responsibility to
internationally accepted standards and ensure thguvenile justice protection is
accorded to all children up to the age of 18 yeaiSlovenia);

80.34. Formulate and implement a national action plan agmst the sexual
exploitation of children (Trinidad and Tobago);

80.35. Increase public awareness measures aimed at discaging sexual
abuse and violence against women (New Zealand);

80.36. Undertake a study on the sexual exploitation of dldren and adopt a
national plan of action against sexual exploitatiorf children (Germany);

80.37. Adopt all necessary measures, in accordance witttticle 7, paragraph
1, of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, tguarantee the registration of
all girls and boys at birth in Solomon Islands; asvell as for those persons who
have not been registered at birth (Mexico);

80.38. Repeal all provisions that criminalize sexual actity between
consenting adults in conformity with international obligations (Norway);

80.39. Encourage further strengthening of the electoral wstem, particularly
through improving the integrity of voter registrati on (Australia);

80.40. Encourage a broader appreciation of the role, vale and contribution
of women in community and national development in &omon Islands with a
view to creating national awareness of political pdicipation and
representation by women, at all decision making lels, including the
Parliament (Trinidad and Tobago);

80.41. Adopt proactive measures to promote women's acceds decision-
making positions, especially the National Parliamen(Ecuador);

80.42. Promote greater participation and representation ® women in public
life, notably in the parliament and other national decision-making bodies
(Indonesia);

80.43. Enhance efforts towards increasing women’s partigiation in the public
and political life of their country (New Zealand);

80.44. Implement public awareness and education programngon sexuality
aimed at adolescents that includes information onantraceptive health, family
planning, sexual and reproductive health, sexuallyransmitted diseases and
HIV/AIDs (Norway);

80.45. Seek, in cooperation with relevant international oganizations and
stakeholders, to include human rights education inschool curricula, as
appropriate (Philippines);

15
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81.

80.46. Put greater efforts to ensure that human rights awreness, including
the issue of gender equality, is included in the kool curricula (Indonesia);

80.47. Continue implementing programmes and measures tomprove the
enjoyment of the right to education and the right 6 health (Cuba);

80.48. Continue to work, with development partners, towads compulsory
basic education for all children, building on the pogress and reforms to date
(New Zealand);

80.49. Continue efforts to reduce illiteracy by implemening measures to
ensure girl's and women'’s access to all levels agcation (Norway).

The recommendations formulated during the interactve dialogue and listed

below will be examined by Solomon Islands, which Wiprovide responses in due time,
but no later than the eighteenth session of the Huam Rights Council in September
2011. The response of Solomon Islands to these rewnendations will be included in
the outcome report adopted by the Human Rights Couril at its eighteenth session in
September 2011:

81.1. Consider acceding to other international instrumens to which it is not
yet party and reflect on the ways and means whicheuld permit the country to
incorporate these rights into its domestic law (Moocco);

81.2. Consider, in a progressive manner, the ratificatin of some
international human rights instruments, particularly the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (Chile);

81.3. Consider the possibility of ratifying the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and its Optional Protocds; the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment
and its Optional Protocol; the Optional Protocols b the Convention on the
Rights of the Child; the International Convention an the Protection of the
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families; the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabiligs and its Optional Protocol;
and the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (Argentina);

81.4. Sign and ratify the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel,

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and is Optional Protocol;

the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and its two Optional
Protocols; the Optional Protocol to the Internatioral Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights; the International Convention for the Protection of
All Persons from Enforced Disappearance; ratify theConvention on the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities and the two Optional Potocols to the Convention
on the Rights of the Child (Spain);

81.5. Sign or ratify the following international human rights instruments:

the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rigts of the Child; the
Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Payas and the Convention on
the Reduction of Statelessness; the Optional Protokto the Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities; the Internatimal Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their

Families; the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or

Degrading Treatment or Punishment; the Convention o the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide; the Rome State of the International

Criminal Court; and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking
in Persons, especially Women and Children (Ecuadar)
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81.6. Sign and ratify, as soon and possible, the Interimnal Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights and the Convention agaist Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Brazl);

81.7. Strengthen its international commitments by accedig to international
conventions for the promotion and protection of huran rights to which it is not
yet party, and in particular the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (France);

81.8. Ratify those conventions to which it is not yet pay, in particular the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment and its Optional Protocol Maldives);

81.9. Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Poltical Rights and the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (Costa Rica);

81.10. Become party to the Convention against Torture andOther Cruel,
Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment and ts Optional Protocol
(New Zealand);

81.11. Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention onthe Rights of the
Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (United
Kingdom);

81.12. Ratify and implement the Convention of the Rightsof Persons with
Disabilities (New Zealand);

81.13. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons wlit Disabilities and
develop public awareness campaigns about the rightad participation of such
persons (Slovakia);

81.14. Give serious consideration to ratifying the Convetion on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities and enact law or nationalpolicy to ensure the
protection and care of persons with physical, sensg intellectual, or mental
disabilities (Canada);

81.15. Ratify the Convention on the Right of Persons withDisabilities and
ensure that the rights of such persons are proteatein law and in practice
(Slovenia);

81.16. Ratify the 1954 Convention relating to the Statusf Stateless Persons
and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statedsness (Slovakia);

81.17. Ratify ILO Convention No. 182 (1999) concerning tb Prohibition and
Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour
(Slovakia);

81.18. Ensure that international human rights instruments obligations are
incorporated into domestic laws (Indonesia);

81.19. Pass a law to criminalize all forms of human traficking and ratify the
Protocol to Prevent Suppress and Punish Traffickingin Persons, Especially
Women and Children, supplementing the United Natios Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime (United States);

81.20. Enact legislation providing for public access to @Gvernment
information (Canada);
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81.21. Amend the legal framework to guarantee equal perswl status of
women as well as equal rights in relation to propdy, inheritance and custody
of children (United Kingdom);

81.22. Establish a minimum age for employment in compliane with
international norms (France);

81.23. Continue efforts to promote and protect the rightsof women, children,
and young persons and persons with disabilities;

81.24. Build on its achievements and national policies téurther promote the
rights of women (Philippines);

81.25. Implement fully its Gender Equity and Women'’s Devéopment Policy
and the National Policy on Eliminating Violence agenst Women, and convene a
first meeting of the oversight mechanism — the Nathal Steering Committee —
at the earliest opportunity (Australia);

81.26. Continue to implement the National Gender Equalityand Women’s
Development Policy, particularly the chapter on vitence against women
(Chile);

81.27. Implement promptly the National Gender Equality and Women’s
Development Policy (United Kingdom);

81.28. Consider the formulation and implementation of public policies aimed
at ensuring women's enjoyment of their human rightsin the area of equality
(Costa Rica);

81.29. Implement a national policy for gender equality aml take steps to
ensure greater representation of women in decisiomaking (Spain);

81.30. Step up efforts to promote and protect the rightsof persons with
disabilities by, inter alia, providing equal access$o education, health and justice
services for persons with disabilities, and engaginpersons with disabilities or
their representatives in the policymaking processThailand);

81.31. Adopt and implement public policies to protect peples with disabilities
and guarantee their equal access to decent housingmployment and health
(Ecuador);

81.32. Develop and implement a plan to provide accommodan and
assistance to those with disabilities (United Stadg

81.33. Seek further technical assistance from OHCHR and tber relevant
agencies in order to promote human rights educatiorand capacity-building,
especially for public sector employees as well arfits preparation for
reporting under international instruments (Thailand);

81.34. Adopt measures to mitigate climate change risks (iador);

81.35. Work with OHCHR to prepare a common core documentas a way to
streamline and reduce the burden of treaty-reportig (Maldives);

81.36. Continue its admirable international efforts to tackle global warming,
including by reminding developed countries and majoemitting States of their
obligation to help promote and protect human rightsin Solomon Islands by
reducing greenhouse gas emissions to safe levelsa{tiives);

81.37. Continue on the path to development and democradiviorocco);
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81.38. Extend an open invitation to the human rights spdal procedures
(Ecuador);

81.39. Conduct a comprehensive study on child abuse, inaling sexual abuse,
and child labour, with a view to identifying enhan@d protection measures and
ensuring the provision of adequate resources for #ir implementation
(Canada);

81.40. Redouble its efforts to eliminate child labour, ad protect children who
are vulnerable, especially children living and worling in the streets (Ecuador);

81.41. Seek the assistance of ILO to combat child laboyBrazil);

81.42. Take all necessary measures so that the Truth an&econciliation
Commission can work efficiently, in particular by ensuring that it has the full
cooperation of the authorities at all levels, andhe necessary financial resources
to carry out its mandate (France);

81.43. Meet its funding commitments to the Truth and Recaciliation
Commission for the duration of its mandate (Austraia);

81.44. Provide greater resources to its court system toeduce pretrial
detention (United States);

81.45. Implement the recently adopted Human Rights Countiresolution on
children working and/or living on the street and gve priority attention to the
prevention of this phenomenon by addressing its derse causes through
economic, social, educational and empowerment stegies. These include
proper birth registration, health care, education, awareness-raising and
assistance to families (Hungary);

81.46. Give strong priority, as part of the process of jdlicial reform, to the
work of the Law Reform Commission on strengtheningthe traditional local
courts in relation to human rights and constitutioral guarantees (Ireland);

81.47. Consider implementing the recently adopted UnitedNations Rules for
the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodiaMeasures for Women
Offenders (the Bangkok Rules), and seek necessanypport from such relevant
agencies as the United Nations Office on Drugs an@rime and OHCHR
(Thailand);

81.48. Ensure that all children are registered at birth and make every effort
to register all persons previously not registeredSlovakia);

81.49. Decriminalize sexual relations between consentingdults of the same
sex and repeal all discriminatory provisions relatve to lesbian, gay, bisexual
and transgender people (France);

81.50. Decriminalize sexual activities between consentingdults of the same
sex (Slovenia);

81.51. Reform, as a matter of urgency, the law that crimmalizes sexual
relations between adults of the same sex (Spain);

81.52. Remedy the low participation of women in public ad political life and
combat domestic violence (Morocco);

81.53. Intensify its efforts to allow better enjoyment ofeconomic, social and
cultural rights giving special attention to combatng poverty and improving
protection of vulnerable social groups, particulary women and children
(Algeria);
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81.54. Take the necessary measures to ensure a supply whter of good
quality to all informal settlements including the povision of water tanks
(Spain);

81.55. Increase enforcement of its occupational and safetlaws (United
States);

81.56. Take measures so as to ensure that all children anjoy their right to
free and compulsory basic education, and establish school programme on
human rights education and training (Morocco);

81.57. Increase efforts necessary to ensure that educatidor boys and girls is
free, compulsory and accessible (Mexico);

81.58. Provide for free, compulsory education, accessiblgo all, with
particular care paid to disabled children by allocding sufficient financial and
human resources to the education system (Slovakia).

All conclusions and/or recommendations contained ithe present report reflect

the position of the submitting State(s) and/or theéstate under review. They should not
be construed as endorsed by the Working Group aswhole.

lll.  Voluntary pledges and commitments

83.

Reference is made to the commitments made o Islands in paragraphs 28

and 51 above. Solomon Islands is also committesutimitting its periodic reports to the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agsti\WWomen and the Committee on the
Rights of the Child.
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Composition of the delegation

The delegation of Solomon Islands was headed by. Ré&er Shanel Agovaka,
Minister for Foreign Affairs and External Trade aswmposed of the following members:

Mr. George Hiele, Permanent Secretary, MinistryFofeign Affairs and External
Trade Alternate Head;

Mrs. Ethel Sigimanu, Permanent Secretary, Ministdy Women, Youth and
Children’s Affairs;

Mr. George Hoa'au, Assistant Secretary for the é&thitNations, Treaties and
Americas branch, . Ministry of Foreign Affairs aBdternal Trade;

Ms. Kathleen Kohata, Legal Officer, Solomon Islahdsv Reform Commission;

Ms. Ruby Awa, Resource Trainer, the Pacific Redi®tights Resource Team of the
Secretariat of the Pacific Community;

Mr Filipo Masaurua, Human Rights Adviser, Pacifitahds Forum Secretariat.

21



