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Consideration of UPR reports

SWAZILAND

,Madam President,

. Amnesty. Inte‘rnati'onal Awe'lrco:'mes SWazilend's acceptance of recommendations to ratify
the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or -
Degrading Treatment of Punishment, and to take other measures consistent with ex1st|ng

’ obllgat!ons under-the Convention.? -

The government should publlcly articulate and adhere to clear tlme-frames for this.
Swaziland acquired immediate obligations when ratn‘ymg the Convention against Torture
in 2004, obhgatlons Wthh remain unfulfilled. ‘ : o _ ‘

'Torture and other forms of ill-treatment of detainees, and use of excessive force against
demonstrators, are persistent, with perpetrators not being held accountable.

Madam’ President

Amnesty Internatlonal welcomes SwazHand s acceptance of recommendations to take.

" concrete and immediate measures to guarantee the independence and impartiality of the
judiciary.2 Such measures are urgently needed. We remain gravely concerned that the
protection of human rights and access to justice for victims of human rights violations

~ continues to deteriorate through what is in effect a crisis in the rule of law. A visible

manifestation of this was the blatantly unfair.removal of'a senior High Court judge,

Thomas Masuku, and the dismissal of the then Minister of- Justlce David Matse who had

- refused to participate in that removal.

: A/HRC/19!6/Add 1 paragraphs 3 and 4, referring to recommendations 77.2 (France), 77.12 (UK), 77.13
(Holy See), 77.25 (France) 77.27 (Slovakla) 77.34 (Spaln) 77.35 (Sweden) 77.44 (Switzerland) and

77 .46 (UK).
2 AJHRC/19/6, recommendatlon-76.36 (Canada).




Madam President,

Amnesty International welcomes Swaziland's acceptance of recommendations to align its
legislation with international obligations to promote and protect freedoms of expression,
association and peaceful assembly.® However, Swaziland’s intention in this respect is

being undermined by its rejection of recommendations to remove all restrictions impeding
the full exercise of civil and political rights, including through meaningful participation of '

political parties in elections.* -

Madam President, Amnesty International welcomes Swaziland's acceptance to amend
“without delay” laws which discriminate against women, contrary to CEDAW obligations,
» and leave them without protection from violence.? Swaziland should publicly state and
adhere to time-frames for this task. Despite longstanding technical support from the

1 ,|nternatlonal community, redrafted laws have remained un- enacted

‘ Frnally, while we welcome Swazrland s part acceptance of a recommendatron to - ,
" implement measures to prevent violence against the LGBT commiunity, it will be- drffrcult
to achieve this while drscrrmmatory laws on the grounds of sexual orrentatron remarn in ¢

place.®

Thank you, Madam President. I

* NHRC/19/6/Add.1 paragraph 13, referring to recommendations 77. 50 (Slovakia) and 77.54 (Norway)
¢ A,’HRC/19/6/Add 1 paragraph 14, referring to recommendations 77.48 (France), 77.52 (Swrtzerland)
77.54 (Norway), and 77.55 (Australia). '

5A/I-IRC/19/6/Add 1 paragraph 5, referring to recommendatuons 77 20 (France) 77 21 (Canada), 77 22

(Ghana), and 77.23 (Switzerland).
6 A/HRC/19/6/Add 1 paragraph 18 referrrng to recommendatlon 77 47 (USA)




