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. Statement by. Actlon Canada for Population and Development

- Action Canada makes this statement in collaboration wlth the Sexual Rights lnltla‘tive:

We are 'deeply" concerned. by the failure of the government to provide an' addend'urn report
that responds to recommendanons 132.29 to 132 42 These recommendatrons concern the
decrrmlnahsatlon of adult consensual same—gender sexual actr\nty, the need to amend

' Article 129 of the Constrtutlon and to repeal sectlons 351 to 353 of the Cnmlnal Code The .' '
absence of this addendum goes to the very heart of the UPR process and shows rndlfference

and resrstance by Guyana to belng held accountable in thls forum.

We are pleased to note that recommendatlons 130.25- to 130, 27 callrng for the
strengthenmg of protectron measures for LGBT people, the mvestrgatron of hate crimes and
-_drscnmrnatron based on sexual orrentatron and gender |dent|ty enjoy the support of Guyana
However measures to achreve these recommendatlons wnII not be effectlve as long as

g homophobra is State sponsored through Iegrslatron and the crrminalrzatron of same gender

sexual actr\rtt_y.

' '_The lack of respect for the rrght to equalrty and non drscrrmrnatron for LGBT people in
".Guyana relnforces stlgma and drscrrmrnatron Thrs deters Iesblan, gay, blsexual and trans

people from reportrng acts of drscrrmrnatlon, abuse and wolence to the re!evant authorrtres

/"

_—We urge the Government of Guyana to adopt a holrstlc approach when dea!rng wrth

. .vrolatrons of human rlghts, and to repeal Iaws that cr:mrnalrse persons based on therr gender :
_oor. sexual orlentatron or. consensual sexual actrwty, and afflrm the rlghts of persons
| 'margrnalrsed based on sexual and gender norrns We further urge the government to take a

strong stand or posrtron towards equallty and non - drscrlmrnatron by makrng a surtable _

amendment to the Constltutlon




