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Thm vou, Mr. President

CIVICUS welcomes Belarus cooperahon with the UPR process and has acutely hea:rd the
Government’s presentat1o11 thlS mormng :

.

~ During Belarus’ second UPR Review in May, CIVICUS partners from the ground shed l1ght 7

on the restrictions that had been adopted by. the Belarusian govérnment since its first Review,
further impeding the rights to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly. The -

. human rights s1tuat10nrhad not only not imiproved as compared to 2011 but had deteriorated

further as.a result of repressive practices such as arbitrary detentions, enforced
dlsappearances abduct1ons and continued harassment of human rights. defenders :

- We are all the more very keen to 1ea1'n what the Beiarus Government intends to do w1th :
recommendations which now have been indicated in the addendum as accepted in part, We
refer to the cluster of paras dealing with the rights
* {0 freedom of expression, assembly and association, 129. 78 129;81;
" e to peaceful protest, 129,90 '

o to facilitate the registration of NGOS and to decnmmalme ’{he organization and
- participation in activities of unreg1stered associations by repealing article 193-1 of the _
Criminal Code 129,72 -
CIVICUS has been active to advocate for the abohshment of this most deblhtatmg artwle for '
- avibrant CS since the first UPR. We also refer _
& to amend its electoral laws 1o bring them in line w1th the OSCE recommendatlons for
- electoral reform to demonstrate respect for demoeratm political processes... 129,94
In this context we welcome the release of six political | prlsoners on 22 August, unfortunately :
one day aftef the deadline and too late for part1c1pat10n m the Tun up- for the preszden‘ual '
election on 11 October. '
CIVICUS asks the Belarus Government whether all the in part accepted recommendations
will be 1mp1e1nented and will mark a change in the pohcy and direction of the country or
whether they are justa cover—up to silence critical voices in the pre~e1ect1011 perlod As a first
we ask to :
» allow independent civil 3001ety monitors to observe the electlons later this year

Thank you Mr. President , ' )




