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ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO NAMIBIA 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

 Does the Government consider strengthening of the measures against torture, 

including through ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against 

Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and 

establishment of a national preventive mechanism? 

 What steps is Namibia adopting to eliminate traditional practices and customary laws 

perpetuating gender-based violence and discrimination? Does it consider revision of 

discriminatory provisions in national legislation as for instance in the Married Persons 

Equality Act of 1996 and introduction of a comprehensive system of protection 

against discrimination? 

 Does Namibia consider raising the age of criminal responsibility of children so that it 

complies with international standards and what measures are being adopted to create a 

juvenile justice system including separate detention and prison facilities for juvenile 

offenders? Does the Government consider reviewing its legal definition of a child so 

that age of maturity is set to 18 years as foreseen by the Convention on the Rights of 

the Child that Namibia ratified in 1990?  

 What measures has the Government adopted to guarantee the freedom of speech and 

safe and enabling environment for journalists and human rights defenders?  

 What systemic capacity-building measures is the Government adopting to ensure 

timely communication with special procedures and reporting to treaty bodies? Does it 

consider issuing a standing invitation to the HRC special procedures? 

GERMANY 

 Please, comment on recent reports alleging the use of excessive force by some police 

officers in Namibia. Which measures has Namibia taken or is Namibia planning to 

take to counter and prevent such incidents? What safeguards have been put in place? 

Have there been investigations of allegations respectively convictions of perpetrators? 

 Could Namibia please inform about the human rights implications of its ongoing land 

reform and resettlement program? To which extent has the land reform contributed to 

reducing poverty in the country as well as to maintaining economic opportunity? Are 

there any mechanisms in place to ensure voluntariness and to mitigate possible 

negative effects, including redress and adequate compensation? 

 Please, provide information on specific measures to ensure indigenous participation in 

decision-making processes relating to traditional sites and objects, and whether 
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consultations with affected communities are systematically carried out before 

awarding concessions to extractives industries. Are there any mechanisms in place to 

provide redress and compensation for the loss of land by indigenous peoples? 

LIECHTENSTEIN 

 Liechtenstein recognizes Namibia’s commitment to international criminal justice, as 

evidenced by its ratification of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal. What 

steps has Namibia taken to ratify the Kampala Amendments to the Rome Statute? 

MEXICO 

 What measures have been taken to prevent early pregnancy and sexually transmitted 

diseases, particularly HIV / AIDS? 

 What measures have been taken to promote the elimination of discrimination against 

women in customary marriages, particularly in relation to property rights?  

 What are the envisaged mechanisms to evaluate the effectiveness of the Action Plan 

for gender violence combater 2012 - 2016? 

SLOVENIA 

 Slovenia notes the efforts of the Government of Namibia to address trafficking in 

human beings, child prostitution and child labour as recommended by Slovenia during 

the first cycle of the UPR review of Namibia. What are the results of these efforts and 

what legislative, policy and/or operational measures will the Government of Namibia 

take in the near future to ensure continuation of progress in these areas? 

 Slovenia notes with appreciation Namibia's efforts to improve access to health 

services. What measures will the Government of Namibia take to improve women's 

and girls' access to health services, including sexual and reproductive health services? 

 Slovenia notes the efforts of the Government of Namibia to improve access to 

education, health-care and other basic services for members of all ethnic communities. 

What steps will the government take to ensure headway in improving access to basic 

services for all ethnic communities as well as access to land and employment? How it 

will address the issue of violence against women and girls of the ethnic communities, 

in particular the allegations of sexual abuse of indigenous girls in schools? 
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SPAIN 

 Despite progress in promoting gender equality at  legal and political level carried out 

by the Namibian authorities, casualties of gender violence increase. Which measures 

do the Namibian authorities intend to implement to reduce violence against women? 

 In early March, the Child Care and Protection Act was approved. However, the 

ordinance or norm to develop and implement the Act has not yet been approved. 

When is the approval foreseen? And, when does the Namibian Government plan to 

create a Child Defender Unit as foreseen?  

SWEDEN 

 What is the Government of Namibia doing to fight gender-based violence and, in this 

context, to protect the rights of the LGBT community in Namibia? How will the 

Government work on securing an effective implementation of the laws already in 

place? 

 Lengthy pre-trial detention of suspects and prison conditions remain a significant 

problem in Namibia. Most prisons and detention centers are overcrowded. Sweden 

has noted that some measures have been adopted in these areas since the last UPR. 

But problems remain. Could the Government of Namibia please elaborate on what 

more will be done to further improve prison conditions in the country?  

 Would the Government of Namibia be ready to enact anti-discrimination legislation, 

introducing the prohibition of discrimination on the ground of sexual orientation? 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 

 What plans does the Government of Namibia and its Correctional Service have to 

improve  pre and post-trial detention facilities and conditions, including ensuring the 

separation of juveniles from adult prisoners, and the provision of adequate social 

service care to children whose mothers have been detained, both for those detained 

with their mothers, and those separated from their mothers? 

 Will the Government of Namibia consider steps to legalise same-sex relationships? 

 What action will the Government of Namibia take to ensure equal access to health and 

social services, without discrimination on the basis of disability, gender or sexual 

orientation? 


