
 
 

 
 22 September 2016 

Check against delivery 
 

 
UN Human Rights Council 

Thirty-third session, 13-30 September 2016 
 

Item 6: 
Consideration of UPR reports 

 
Papua New Guinea 

 
 

Mr. President,  
 
Ratification of core human rights treaties, and passing national legislation to give 
meaning to these obligations is essential for the enjoyment of human rights in Papua 
New Guinea. However their implementation by the government of PNG, in policy and 
practice, remains a significant barrier to the full realization of human rights in the 
country.  
 
Mr. President,  
 
Amnesty International welcomes Papua New Guinea’s acceptance of recommendations 
to implement the Family Protection Act.1 We are concerned that despite passing the 
Act in 2013 and the Lukautim Pikinini (Child Protection) Act in 2014, little has been done 
to implement this legislation and to address the substantial levels of gender-based 
violence and gender inequality faced by women and girls in the country.2    
 
Sex workers,3 women-headed households, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex (LGBTI) persons and women with disabilities face multiple and intersecting 
forms of discrimination and are particularly at risk of human rights abuses. Amnesty 
International calls on Papua New Guinea to address all cultural practices that 
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discriminate against women and girls and to implement laws to protect women and 
children from violence. 
 
Mr. President, 
 
Amnesty International is encouraged to note that Papua New Guinea accepted 
recommendations to end excessive use of force by both state and private security 
officials and to hold the perpetrators to account.4 Police abuses, such as torture and 
other ill-treatment and the unlawful use of force and firearms, continue to occur and 
the accountability mechanisms are weak. In May 2016, Amnesty International 
documented serious abuses against women who sell sex, including rape and physical 
assault in custody and degrading treatment by police officers.5  
 
In June 2016, the police opened fire on University of Papua New Guinea students 
protesting against corruption in the capital, Port Moresby, leaving eight young people 
seriously injured and a further 38 requiring medical treatment.6 Three separate inquiries 
have been announced into this incident, however, it remains to be seen if these 
inquiries will be impartial and effective. Those responsible for the shooting of unarmed 
students, including officials who gave the order to shoot, should promptly be identified, 
charged and prosecuted in a fair trial process. 
 
Finally, Amnesty International welcomes the announcement that the government will 
close the Manus Island refugee detention facility, after the Supreme Court declared it 
unlawful in April 2016.7 We urge the authorities to end such detention immediately and 
to return the asylum seekers and refugees to Australia.8  
 
Thank you Mr. President. 
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