RIGHTS OF WOMEN, CHILDREN, THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED

1. Women's rights have been safeguarded and China has gradually created and
improved a range of systems for safeguarding women's rights and interests, by
eliminating gender discrimination in employment, ensuring that men and women get
equal pay for equal work, promoting women's employment and encouraging and helping
women to start businesses, and strengthening special labour protection for women
employees. Steady increase has been observed in the number of women participating in
the management of public affairs; female officials increased in number from 14,661 in
1955 to 435,000 in 2015. The autonomous region prevents and strikes hard at serious
crimes encroaching upon women's right of the person, including the rape, abducting and
trafficking of women, and organized and forced prostitution. It implements the Anti-
domestic Violence Law of the People's Republic of China and the Regulations of
Preventing and Prohibiting Domestic Violence and explores joint-action mechanisms
against domestic violence, and has set up pilot "anti-domestic violence work stations."
Free cervical cancer and breast cancer screening has been held for women living in
urban communities, and free health examination for impoverished women.

2. Children's rights have been fully protected. The mortality rates of infants and
children under the age of five had dropped to 16.43 per thousand and 26.31 per
thousand, respectively, and the EPI (endemic planned immunization) coverage rate had
surpassed 90 percent. The autonomous region has carried out a series of programs,
including the Spring Bud Project, Happy Homes for Children, Heng'ai Action, Reborn
Action-the poor family's children with cleft lip and palate operation rehabilitation program
and the Chunmiao Project -a program that provides free medical care to children in
China who suffer from congenital heart diseases. It has established a network for the
protection of homeless children and a mechanism for early prevention and intervention in
this regard. It took the lead in the country to start the program of "taking street children
home", by such means as improving mechanisms for the life, education, management,

return, placement and security of vagabond children, and correcting some serious



misbehaviour. The country has established more professional service organizations for
nursing and caring for the orphaned and disabled children, protecting street children, and

rehabilitating disabled children.



