
 
 

 
Promoting human rights through  
the Universal Periodic Review 
http://www.upr-info.org 

 

 

UPR Info Rue de Varembé 3, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland 

P: + 41 22 321 77 70 | E: info@upr-info.org | I: www.upr-info.org 

 

United Nations Human Rights Council: 61st Session 
Oral statement Item 6 – General Debate 
UPR Info – March 23rd, 2026 (delivered by Mona M’Bikay, Executive Director, UPR Info 
 
 
As the Universal Periodic Review approaches the period between its fourth and fifth cycles, this 
is a key moment to reflect on how to best prepare for the next cycle and further strengthen 
progress in human rights on the ground. 

In this context, UPR Info convened the first UPR Policy Dialogue in November 2025, with strong 
participation from States, UN actors, and civil society. A summary of the discussions, along with 
UPR Info’s positions, will be published on our website. 

As UPR Info marks its 18th anniversary, we are also launching our flagship initiative, Becoming a 
UPR Champion, and invite all stakeholders to join us in advancing human rights through the 
UPR. 

One of our proposals is simple. It requires a different way of approaching the adoption of 
outcomes under Item 6. This moment should no longer be seen as the end of the review, but as 
the starting point for implementation. 

States under review can use this opportunity to highlight implementation priorities, outline 
initial plans, and identify areas where support is needed. Recommending States, in turn, can 
clarify the intent of their recommendations, share good practices, and signal openness to 
technical or financial cooperation. 

By using their speaking time strategically, delegations can help shift the focus from 
recommendations to action. This would demonstrate that implementation is being pursued in a 
structured, strategic and intentional manner, while strengthening transparency and 
accountability towards peers and national actors. 

 


