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Introduction

1. The Cuban government does not recognize the legality of independent reporting on the
socio-economic challenges facing the island. Activists protesting the deteriorating
housing situation in Cuba have been punished.

2. The government does not provide data on the number of homeless Cubans on the
island.

3. The right of access to adequate housing, food, and healthcare. These are the most
basic rights needed to guarantee a decent and dignified life and are increasingly
being eroded in Cuba.

Demanding adequate housing in Cuba is a punishable offense.

4. Cuban human rights defender Silverio Portal Contreras was sentenced to four years in
prison for alleged crimes of "public disorder" and "contempt" after leading several public
protests demanding decent housing for all Cubans. He was detained on June 20, 2016
in Havana and the court document states that "the behavior of the accused is particularly
offensive because it took place in a touristic area." (1) The document further describes
the accused as having “bad social and moral behavior” and mentions that he fails to
participate in pro-government activities.

5. According to Silverio’s wife, before his arrest he had campaigned against the collapse of
dilapidated buildings in Havana. Silverio was recognized as a prisoner of conscience by
Amnesty International on August 26, 2019. (2) He was beaten by prison officials in mid-
May 2020 and lost sight in one eye, and spent 2 years and 9 months unjustly
imprisoned. (3) He suffered a stroke during his imprisonment and is now in fragile health.
(4)

6. Government officials, who jailed Silverio, did not heed his warnings regarding dilapidated
buildings. On January 27, 2020 three school girls died when a balcony collapsed on
them in Old Havana. María Karla Fuentes and Lisnavy Valdés Rodríguez, both 12
years old, and Rocío García Nápoles, 11 years old were killed. (5)

7. Although buildings housing Cubans are in disrepair and collapsing the Cuban
government is in the midst of a construction boom, for luxury tourist hotels. (6),(7)

8. Cuban policy makers decided not to invest in Cuba's maintenance of their power plants
in favor of plowing hundreds of millions of dollars into building luxury hotels across the
country that profit GAESA, the Cuban military conglomerate run by the Cuban military.
Funds used for some of the more high profile hotel construction projects could have met
the needs for the upkeep of Cuba's national electric grid, and power plants.(8)

Recommendations



● Respect and recognize the right to freedom of expression and association.

● Recognize independent civil society organizations.

● Ratify the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

● Ratify the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

● Prioritize public housing for homeless Cubans over building luxury hotels.
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