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Situation of Ethnic Minorities in Iran

➢ Iran is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious

country with a population of over 80 million

mainly composed of Persians, Baluchis, Kurds,

Azerbaijani-Turks, Turkmens, and Ahwazi Arabs.

➢ There are no official and reliable statistics on 

the exact number of the members of ethnic & 

religious minorities in Iran



Recommendations – Issue 1

We encourage States to echo the recent
recommendation from the CERD and the Human
Rights Committee for Iran:

➢ to collect and provide reliable, updated and
comprehensive statistics and disaggregated
data on the demographic composition of the
population, based on the principle of self-
identification, including on ethnic and ethno-
religious minorities and on their
socioeconomic situation



Situation of Ethnic Minorities in Iran – 2

➢ The CERD concluded in August 2024 that Iranian law 

results in “systemic and structural discrimination” 

against ethnic and ethno-religious minorities

➢ The FFMI concluded that ethnic and ethno-religious 

minorities face persecution in Iran

➢ Unemployment rates is over 60% in Kurdistan, Baluchistan 

& Turkmen Sahra

➢ Over 1/3 of the total number of prisoners in 2024 are 

Kurdish and Balochi citizens 

➢ 65% of political prisoners executed are Kurds, 25% 

Balochis and 10% Arabs.



Recommendations – Issue 2

➢ Amend the Constitution to ensure recognition, 

equal rights and protection for all ethnic and 

religious minorities in Iran; (FFMI, August 2024)

➢ Take effective measures to combat structural 

discrimination against members of ethnic and 

ethno-religious minorities and to remove all 

restrictions that prevent members of these 

groups from fully enjoying their human rights 

(CERD, September 2024)



Education in Mother Tongue and Cultural 
Rights

➢ Under Article 15 of Iran's Constitution, Persian is designated as 

the sole official language of the country. While this article 

permits the use of regional and tribal languages in the press 

and mass media, it limits the presence of these languages in 

educational settings to literature classes only.

➢ Kurdish, Azerbaijani-Turks and Baloch language activists are 

facing arbitrary detention for teaching their respective mother 

tongues. In April 2024, four members of Kurdish Nojin Cultural 

Association in Kurdistan have been arrested and sentenced to 

10 years of imprisonment for teaching the Kurdish language.



Recommendations – Issue 3

➢ ensure the availability of education in the 
mother tongue of ethnic and ethno-
religious minority groups as a language 
of instruction in public education. and 
strengthen its efforts to ensure access to 
education for children belonging to ethnic 
and ethno-religious minority groups and 
to tackle school dropout rates among 
them. (CERD Concluding Observations, 
September 2024)



Summary killings of border couriers 

 Due to high rates of unemployment and contamination 
caused by landmines and explosive remnants of the Iran-Iraq 
war, border couriers, known as “kolbaran” and Balochi fuel 
porters known as “Soukhtbars” operate in economically 
marginalized border provinces of Iranian Kurdistan and 
Baluchistan. 

 These couriers often fall victim to extrajudicial killings by 
Iran’s border officials. Their situation has been extensively 
reported about by the UN Special Rapporteur on human 
rights in Iran.

 According to our data, 650 Kurdish and Balochi border 
couriers had been summarily shot at and killed or injured 
by law-enforcement agents this year, as of mid-November. 



Recommendations – Issue 4

➢ Ensure that provisions governing the use of force
are in line with the Basic Principles on the Use of
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials,
the United Nations Human Rights Guidance on
Less-Lethal Weapons in Law Enforcement, and
the Committee’s general comment No. 36 (2018),
which requires that the use of lethal force by law
enforcement be resorted to only when strictly
necessary in order to protect life or prevent
serious injury from an imminent threat; and
provide training based on these principles and
guidelines. (HRCttee, October 2023)



Landmines affecting Kurdish and Arab 
citizens

 According to Iran’s official statistics, in the west and 
southwest of Iran, during to Iran-Iraq war (1980-1988), more 
than 20 million landmines have been planted in Iranian 
Kurdistan four provinces and Ahwaz.

 Many of them have not been cleared, which seriously 
hamper the daily life of civilians living around the border, 
particularly the farmers, the nomads, the shepherds and 
traders. 

 Almost 40 years after the end of the war, huge areas are still 
today contaminated by mines and explosive materials.



Recommendations – Issue 5

 Clear its entire territory from landmines and all

remnants of the war with the support of

international organizations and to Commit to

Complete Mine Ban Treaty obligations by ratifying

the Ottawa Convention. (CRC, Concluding

Observations on Iran, 2016)
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