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ABOUT HRF

The Human Rights Foundation (HRF) is a nonpartisan nonprofit organization that
promotes and protects human rights globally, with a focus on closed societies. HRF
unites people in the common cause of defending human rights and promoting liberal
democracy. Our mission is to ensure that freedom is both preserved and promoted

around the world.

We focus our work on the founding ideals of the human rights movement, those which
are most purely enshrined in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)
and the 1976 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).

INTRODUCTION

This submission was prepared by HRF, for the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). In this submission, HRF evaluates the DRC’s
implementation of recommendations made during its previous UPR, as it relates to the
current human rights situation in the country, which is characterized by widespread
and gross violations of human rights, including the ongoing curtailment of the freedoms
of assembly, association, and expression, arbitrary arrests and detentions, violations of

due process of the law, and gender-based violence.

FOLLOW-UP ON THE PREVIOUS REVIEW

1. The DRC’s most recent UPR by the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council
took place between 6 and 17 May 2019." The Working Group considered the DRC’s
national report, UN reports, and contributions from stakeholders and NGOs to adopt a
review outcome in its 42™ Session.” The Human Rights Council issued 267

recommendations, the DRC accepted 239 and noted 28.°

" U.N. Human Rights Council, Working Grp. on the Universal Periodic Review of the Forty-Second Session, Report
on the Working Group on the Universal Periodic Review: Democratic Republic of the Congo T 1, U.N. Doc.
A/HRC/42/5 (July 5, 2019).

2 U.N. Human Rights Council, Decision adopted by the Human Rights Council on 19 September 2019: Outcome of
the universal periodic review: Democratic Republic of the Congo, U.N. Doc. A/HRC/DEC/42/103 (Sept. 26, 2019).

3 U.N. Human Rights Council, Report of the Human Rights Council on its forty-second session T 443, U.N. Doc.
A/HRC/42/2 (April 13, 2021).



2. As a UN Member State, the DRC has committed to protect, promote, and
respect the individual rights and fundamental freedoms laid out in the UDHR. In
addition, the DRC acceded to or ratified key human rights treaties, including the
ICCPR, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention Against Torture, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of

Discrimination against Women.*

3. The DRC’s domestic law supports the protection of human rights (see infra
The Democratic Republic of the Congo’s National Framework for Protecting Human Rights).
Still, in recent years, the DRC has undermined and violated basic human rights by
limiting freedoms of expression and assembly, targeting activists, and failing to

prevent and prosecute widespread gender-based violence.

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE
CONGO’S NATIONAL FRAMEWORK
FOR PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS

4. The DRC’s Constitution® contains several key provisions relating to the

protection of the fundamental rights and freedoms of its citizens.

5. In relation to the respect for human dignity and protection from inhuman

treatment, the Constitution states in Article 11:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and in rights. However, the enjoyment
of political rights is recognized to Congolese only, save for the exceptions established by the

law.

6. In relation to the equal protection of individuals under the law, the

Constitution states in Articles 12, 13, and 14:

4 See Status of Ratification Interactive Dashboard, OHCHR, https://indicators.ohchr.org/.
S Democratic Republic of Congo Constitution, 2005 (rev. 2011),
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Democratic Republic_of the Congo 2011.
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https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Democratic_Republic_of_the_Congo_2011

Article 12: All Congolese are equal before the law and have the right to equal protection of the

laws.

Article 13: No Congolese person may, in matters of education or of access to public functions
or any other matter, be subject to a discriminatory measure, that results from the law or from
an act of the executive, for reason of his religion, of his family origin, of his social condition,
of his residence, of his opinion or political convictions, or his belonging to a certain race, to

an ethnicity, to a tribe, to a cultural or linguistic minority.

Article 14: The public powers see to the elimination of any form of discrimination concerning

women and assure the protection and the promotion of their rights...

They take measures to struggle against all forms of violence made against women in public

and in private life.

Women have the right to an equitable representation within the national, provincial and local
institutions. The State guarantees the implementation of man-woman parity in these said

institutions.
7. In relation to arbitrary detention, the Constitution states in Article 18:

Any arrested person must be immediately informed of the reasons for his arrest and of any

accusation made against him, in the language which he understands.
He must be immediately informed of his rights.

A detained person has the right to enter immediately in contact with his family or with his

counsel.

Detention may not exceed forty-eight hours. At the expiration of this period, the person

detained must be released or placed at the disposition of the competent judicial authority.

Any detainee must benefit from a treatment which preserves his life, his physical and mental

health as well as his dignity.
8. In relation to the freedom of expression, the Constitution states in Article 23:

All persons have the right to freedom of expression.



This right implies the freedom to express their opinions or their convictions, notably by
speech, print and pictures, under reserve of respect for the law, for public order and for

morality.

9. In relation to the freedoms of assembly and association, the Constitution

states in Article 26:

The freedom of demonstration is guaranteed.

POLITICAL BACKGROUND

10.  Since gaining independence in 1960, the DRC has experienced tumultuous
power transitions.® Following independence, Patrice Lumumba was elected prime
minister but was executed shortly thereafter.” Following Lumumba’s death, the DRC
entered a long power struggle against a secessionist movement in the Katanga
region that ended in 1965, when Joseph-Désiré Mobutu took power in a coup.?
Mobutu ruled for 32 years until Laurent Kabila, backed by the Rwandan Army,
overthrew him.? Joseph Kabila, Laurent’s son, succeeded his father in 2001 after his
father’s assassination.' After Joseph Kabila’s 18-year rule, Félix Tshisekedi, the

current president, came to power in 2019."

11.  Kabila postponed constitutionally-required elections for two years before
they were finally held in December 2018." Although the results were contested,
Tshisekedi was declared the winner and began his term in 2019." There is evidence
that Tshisekedi’s opponent, Martin Fayulu, won up to 60% of the vote, and some

believe Tshisekedi’s victory was the result of voter suppression, fraud, and a deal

5 DR Congo: Chronology, Human Rights Watch (Aug. 21, 2009), https://www.hrw.org/news/2009/08/21/dr-congo-
chronology.
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2 pemocratic Republic of the Congo: Freedom in the World Report 2023, Freedom House (2023),
https://freedomhouse.org/country/democratic-republic-congo/freedom-world/2023.

B yd.
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between Tshisekedi and Kabila’s party.'*

12.  Tshisekedi’s government has promised to combat corruption, promote
transitional justice, and enhance human rights but has failed to deliver."” Eastern
DRC has been under martial law since 2021, as the region faces ongoing violence
from armed groups.”® In the North Kivu and Ituri provinces, violence against

civilians, including women and girls, is on the rise."”

13.  Violence in the eastern provinces has been longstanding in the DRC, with
roughly six million people killed from 1996-2022."% After the 1994 Rwandan
Genocide, the First Congo War broke out as Rwandan forces and militias attacked
the region, claiming they were seeking perpetrators of the genocide.” Laurent
Kabila was subsequently installed as President. The Second Congo War erupted in
1998 when relations between the DRC and Rwanda soured and Kabila ordered
Rwandan troops out and allowed armed groups to organize at the border.”® A war
between DRC forces and Rwandan forces broke out, ending in Kabila’s

assassination.?!

14 Tom Wilson, David Blood and David Pilling, Congo Voting Data Reveal Huge Fraud in Poll to Replace Kabila,
Financial Times (Jan. 15, 2019), https://www.ft.com/content/2b97f6e6-189d-11e9-b93e-f4351a53f1c3.

15 See Five Key Issues at Stake in the DR Congo’s Crucial Election, Al Jazeera (Dec. 11, 2023),
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/11/five-key-issues-at-stake-in-the-dr-congos-crucial-election;
Democratic Republic of the Congo 2022, Amnesty International (2022),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/africa/east-africa-the-horn-and-great-lakes/democratic-republic-of-the-
congo/report-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/; Shola Lawal, Analysis: Has DR Congo’s Tshisekedi Delivered
Enough to Win a Second Term?, Al Jazeera (Dec. 14, 2023),
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/14/analysis-has-dr-congos-tshisekedi-delivered-enough-to-win-a-
second-term.

6 DRC: Justice and Freedoms Under Siege in North-Kivu and Ituri, Annex |, Amnesty International (May 10, 2022),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr62/5495/2022/en/#:.~:text= A%20year%20after%20a%20state,rapidly
%20improving%20the%20security%20situation.

7 U.N. Security Council, United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo: Report of the Secretary General, 11 13-15, U.N. Doc. S/2023/691 (Sept. 21, 2023), https://documents-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N23/266/82/pdf/N2326682.pdf?OpenElement; Amnesty International, supra note
15.

18 Raphael Parens, Conflict in Eastern Congo: A Spark Away from a Regional Conflagration, Foreign Policy
Research Institute (Sept. 8, 2022), https://www.fpri.org/article/2022/09/conflict-in-eastern-congo-a-spark-away-
from-a-regional-
conflagration/#:~:text=The%200ongoing%20conflict%20in%20the,armed%20groups%20fuel%20the%20fighting.
19 Conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Council on Foreign Relations (Dec. 18, 2023),
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/violence-democratic-republic-congo.

20 /4,

21 4.
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14. A Rwandan-backed militia, the March 23 Movement (M23), has exacerbated
violence in the region through attacks on both armed groups and civilians.” The
ongoing conflict has caused widespread internal displacement, raising questions

about the ability of displaced persons to vote and access basic services.”

15.  The fighting has led citizens to protest the government and UN, which
operates one of its largest peacekeeping missions in the DRC (MONUSCO).** In
response, the regime regularly breaks up protests with violence. For instance, more
than 50 people were killed at a demonstration in August 2023.” The UN has agreed
to an early withdrawal of MONUSCO because of the backlash.?

16.  The DRC held elections on December 20, 2023, amidst fighting in the east and
protests across the country.” Elections were officially extended by one day because

numerous voting stations failed to open for voting,*

with reports that multiple
voting stations continued to operate through December 27, making it difficult to
know when polls closed.” The Independent National Electoral Commission
declared that Tshisekedi won the election with more than 72% of the vote, but many

citizens and opponents have challenged the validity of the outcome and are calling

22 J.N. Security Council, supra note 17, 11 11-12; Amnesty International, supra note 15; Amnesty International
Report 2022/23: The State of the World’s Human Rights, at 143, Amnesty International (2023),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/5670/2023/en/.

23 Justin Kabumba and Krista Larson, Congo’s Presidential Election Spotlights the Deadly Crisis in the East that has
Displaced Millions, AP News (Dec. 13, 2023), https://apnews.com/article/congo-presidential-election-tshisekedi-
katumbi-fayulu-c16bf3ff8bd2a201be06fc1c3ddd8dc?.

24 Troop and Police Contributors, U.N. Peacekeeping (Sept. 30, 2023), https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/troop-and-
police-contributors.

25 Wycliffe Muia, DR Congo Colonel Sentenced to Death Over Anti-UN Protest Killings, BBC News (Oct. 3, 2023),
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-66993557.

26 pR: The Government of the Democratic Republic of the Congo and MONUSCO Sign a Disengagement Plan for
the Withdrawal of the Mission, U.N. Peacekeeping (Nov. 22, 2023), https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/pr-
government-of-democratic-republic-of-congo-and-monusco-sign-disengagement-plan-withdrawal-of.

27 DRC Faces Election Day Amidst Armed Conflicts and Socioeconomic Struggles, AfricaNews (Dec. 20, 2023),
https://www.africanews.com/2023/12/20/drc-faces-election-day-amidst-armed-conflicts-and-socioeconomic-
struggles//.

28 sam Mednick, Congo Conducts a 2nd Day of Voting after Delays and Closed Polls Keep People from Casting
Ballots, AP News (Dec. 21, 2023), https://apnews.com/article/congo-presidential-election-
day-2-14d9b293b0ce609755ca7e0ca7d8cdal.

29 paul Nantulya, Elections in the Democratic Republic of the Congo: A Persistent Crisis of Legitimacy, Africa Center
for Strategic Studies (Jan.. 2, 2024), https://africacenter.org/spotlight/elections-democratic-republic-congo-drc-

crisis-legitimacy/.
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for a revote.*

FREEDOMS OF ASSEMBLY, ASSOCIATION,
AND EXPRESSION

17.  The freedoms of expression, assembly, and association are all enshrined in the
DRC’s constitution, but the regime regularly represses dissent by limiting speech,

press, and public demonstrations.?!

18.  In May 2021, Tshisekedi declared a state of siege in North Kivu and Ituri
through Ordinance 21/015, in response to increasing violence.””> And since then, the
regime has extended the Ordinance more than 50 times, habitually using it to target
activists and shut down protests.” The DRC’s constitution allows for a state of siege
“[w]hen grave circumstances threaten, in an immediate manner, the independence
or the integrity of the national territory or when they provoke the disruption of the
regular functioning of the institutions.”* It is intended to be temporary and should

not be used to limit fundamental rights.*

19.  Numerous reports indicate that DRC officials frequently respond to protests
against the state of siege with violence, shooting, even killing activists, tactics which
serve to intimidate civilians from future participation. For example, on September
10, 2021, activist La Fontaine Katsaruhande was shot in the leg during

demonstrations in Beni, resulting in amputation of his leg.*® In January 2022, police

30 Congo's President is Declared Winner of Election that Opposition Wants Redone, NPR (Dec. 31, 2023),
https://www.npr.org/2023/12/31/1222376743/congos-president-is-declared-winner-of-election-that-opposition-
wants-redone.

31 Freedom House, supra note 12.

32 Amnesty International, supra note 16, Annex 1.

33 DRC: Authorities Must Lift ‘State of Siege’ Now, Amnesty International (May 6, 2023),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2023/05/drc-authorities-must-end-state-of-siege/.

34 Democratic Republic of Congo Constitution, 2005 (rev. 2011), art. 85,
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Democratic Republic of the Congo 2011.

35 Id. art. 61; see also Amnesty International, supra note 33.

36 Amnesty International, supra note 16, at 14.
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again fired on protesters in Beni, killing 22-year old activist Mumbere Ushinda.”’

20.  Moreover, officials make a habit of prosecuting peaceful protesters and
activists who oppose the state of siege. The regime often targets youth activist group
“Fight for Change” (LUCHA),*® for organizing or participating in protests. For
example, in August 2021, LUCHA organized two days of inactivity (a “ville morte”
or “dead city”) in Butembo, a city in North Kivu, to protest the state of siege.” In
response, police summoned the activists involved on accusations of civil
disobedience and rebellion, but the mayor later withdrew the summons after public

outcry.®

21.  As fighting and the state of siege continue, many citizens have begun to
protest against the UN for its failure to adequately protect civilians, and these
protests have resulted in retaliatory violence by officials. In August 2023, the army
conducted a violent crackdown against anti-UN protesters, particularly members of
a Christian sect known as Wazalendo, killing 56 civilians.*' In October 2023, army
officials involved in the attack, including a colonel named Mike Mikombe, were
prosecuted for the deaths.* The military prosecutor tried to distance the regime from
the actions of the officers, stating “[t]his was not state action, they acted in

isolation.”*?

22.  Other young activists and opposition groups are also subject to abuses by the
regime. On March 4, 2020, lawyer Heri Kalemaza was detained for insulting the
governor of the South Kivu province.* In May 2020, Henri Magie, vice president of

the youth league for fJoseph Kabila’s party, was detained and sentenced to 18

37 1d. at 15.

38 |UCHA: Lutte pour le Changement, Front Line Defenders,
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/organization/lucha.

39 Amnesty International, supra note 16, at 13.

40d. at 13.

41 Arlette Bashizi, Congo Charges Military Officers in Killing of 56 Protesters, Reuters (Sept. 5, 2023),
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/congo-charges-military-officers-killing-over-40-protesters-2023-09-05/;
see also U.N. Human Rights, DRC: Killings in a Demonstration in Goma, OHCHR (Sept. 1, 2023),
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2023/09/drc-killings-demonstration-goma.

42 Bashizi, supra note 42; Muia, supra note 25.

43 4.

44 DR Congo: Authorities Foundering on Rights: Crackdown on Media, Dissent, Protests, Human Rights Watch (July
22, 2020), https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/07/22/dr-congo-authorities-foundering-rights.
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months in prison for “contempt” of Tshisekedi and for publicly suggesting that
Tshisekedi had not won the 2018 election.”” Magie was released on May 17, 2022,

after nearly two years in detention.*

23.  DRC officials routinely target the press’ freedom of expression by ordering
the closure of media outlets and detaining journalists. Journalistes en Danger
documented more than 100 attacks on journalists, including one killing, 9
imprisonments,”” 31 arrests,”® 31 physical attacks, and 27 acts of censorship in
Tshisekedi’s first year in office.” In 2020, the regime ordered the closure of at least
four radio stations and dismissal of six journalists in the Mongala province, claiming
they had disturbed the public order.”® The same year, Dek’son Assani Kamango, a
journalist in Maniema province, was detained for publishing an article criticizing the
local governor.”® And in 2022, Sonia Rolley, a well-known French journalist, was
removed from the country after years of reporting on corruption and human rights

abuses.”

ARBITRARY ARRESTS, DETENTIONS,
AND VIOLATIONS OF
DUE PROCESS OF THE LAW

45 4.

46 Justice: Henry Magie Walifetu leaves Makala Central Prison and Intends to Continue his Fight, Media Congo
(May 18, 2022), https://www.mediacongo.net/article-

actualite-104892 justice henry magie walifetu quitte la prison centrale de makala et entend continuer sa lutt
e.html.

47 Defined as a detention of more than 48 hours. Journaliste en danger, Rapport 2020: La liberté de la Presse sous
le signe du Coronavirus: Le Retour des Predateurs, at 11 (Nov. 2, 2020), https://jed-afrique.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/JED-Rapport-Annuel-2020.pdf.

48 Defined as a detention for less than 48 hours. Id.

49 4.

50 prC: Growing Crackdown on Media in Mongala Province, Reporters Without Borders (June 24, 2020),
https://rsf.org/en/drc-growing-crackdown-media-mongala-province.

51 Congolese Journalist Jailed for “Insulting” Provincial Governor, Reporters Without Borders (Nov. 2, 2020),
https://rsf.org/en/congolese-journalist-jailed-insulting-provincial-governor; see also Amnesty International Report
2020/21: The State of the World's Human Rights, at 141, Amnesty International (2021),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/3202/2021/en/#:.~:text=1t%20presents%20Amnesty%20Internatio
nal's%20concerns,inequalities%20and%20patterns%200f%20abuse.

52 Thomas Fessy, Congo Expels Renowned Journalist: Authorities Refuse Accreditation to Sonia Rolley, Human
Rights Watch (Nov. 10, 2022), https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/10/congo-expels-renowned-journalist.
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24.  Shortly after taking office, Tshisekedi released around 700 political prisoners
detained during Kabila’s time in office” and dismissed the head of the National
Intelligence Agency, who was responsible for significant political repression.”*
However, citizens who criticize the government risk criminal prosecution and are

often tried before military courts.

25.  The 2021 ordinance that declared a state of siege in North Kivu and Ituri
provides that “the action of civilian courts will be replaced by that of military
courts.”” Under the ordinance, the DRC has used military courts to prosecute
civilians, especially political activists. For example, eight LUCHA activists were
jailed in January 2021 after peaceful demonstrations in Beni against the state of siege
and the UN.” They were tried before a military court, where officials sought a 10-
year sentence for “sabotage and violence against state security guards.””” The
activists were eventually acquitted but spent over one month behind bars.”® In
November 2021, LUCHA organized a peaceful protest in Beni, calling for an end to
the state of siege. Thirteen activists were arrested, and on April 22, 2022, a military
court sentenced them to one year in prison.”” In June 2022, a court in Beni annulled

the sentence, and the activists were released after seven months.*

26.  The DRC regime also detains members of other political groups. In February

2022, three activists associated with the citizen group, “Jicho la Raiya” (“People’s
II),61

Eye were planning to participate in a peaceful protest challenging taxation and
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https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/3/14/drc-president-tshisekedi-pardons-about-700-political-
prisoners#:~:text=Democratic%20Republic%200f%20Congo's%20.

54 World Report 2020: Democratic Republic of Congo Events of 2019, Human Rights Watch (2020),
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2020/country-chapters/democratic-republic-congo.

55 Amnesty International, supra note 16, at 22; Amnesty International, supra note 33.

56 Thomas Fessy, Youth Activists Acquitted in Congo: Peaceful Demonstration is a Right, Not a Crime, Human
Rights Watch (Jan. 21, 2021), https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/01/21/youth-activists-acquitted-congo.
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https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/13-lucha-members-sentenced-one-year-prison.

60 The Beni Military Court Annuls Sentence for the 13 LUCHA Human Rights Defenders, Protection International
(June 24, 2022), https://www.protectioninternational.org/news/military-court-lucha-hrds/.

81 DRC: Conviction of the Three Members of the Jicho La Raiya Citizen Movement, International Federation for
Human Rights (March 17, 2022), https://www.fidh.org/fr/themes/defenseurs-des-droits-humains/rdc-
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mismanagement by the health district.*®

Three group members, Claude Lwaboshi
Buhazi, Faustin Ombeni Tulinabo, and Serge Mikindo Waso, were arrested on
charges of defamation.”® They were transferred from their local police station in
North Kivu to Goma Central Prison and received a two-year sentence from a

t.64

military court.” The sentence was overturned by the Court of Appeal in North Kivu

after they spent 19 months in detention.®

27. The Tshisekedi regime issued a second ordinance, Ordinance 21/106, in March
2022, limiting the jurisdiction of military courts over civilians to ten® criminal
offenses.”” Still, the revised ordinance grants military courts extensive power over
civilians and does not address the issue of fabricated criminal charges against

peaceful protesters.

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE
AND DISCRIMINATION

28.  DRC officials have failed to prevent and respond to high rates of gender-
based violence in conflict zones.”® In 2023, the United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR) raised an alarm about high incidences of rape in North Kivu,
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Ombeni Tulinabo, Serge Mikindo Waso, Amnesty International (Dec. 6, 2021),
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr62/5009/2021/en/.
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membres-du-mouvement-citoyen-jicho-la-raiya; Lwaboshi Buhazi - Jicho la Raia (The Eye of the Citizens),
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South Kivu, and Ituri, amid conflict.® According to UNHCR, of the 10,000 women
and girls who sought services for gender-based violence in North Kivu in the first
quarter of 2023, 66% needed services for rape.70 In 2022, there were more than 38,000
instances of gender-based violence North Kivu.”! Doctors without Borders treated
nearly 700 victims of sexual violence in displaced persons camps over a two week
period in April 20237, and by late 2023, the organization reported that 70 women per

day sought treatment for sexual violence in camps around Goma.”

29. Between November 21-30, 2023, armed men raped at least 66 women in the
village of Kishishe in North Kivu.”* One survivor reported that a group of men raped
her and six other women.” The men accused them of association with the rival
militant group Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda and shot the adult
men with them before taking turns raping the women.” Another survivor said that
M23 members had repeatedly raped her in front of her children and robbed her

home.””

30.  As a result of rising gender-based violence, women struggle to access food
and adequate healthcare services. Women are often attacked while seeking food and

reported that they were often too afraid of sexual violence to seek food.”” One

69 UNHCR warns of mounting violence against women and girls in eastern DRC, UNHCR (July 14, 2023),
https://www.unhcr.org/us/news/briefing-notes/unhcr-warns-mounting-violence-against-women-and-girls-
eastern-drc.
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https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/05/1137042.

72 Witnessing ‘catastrophic scale’ of sexual violence in North Kivu, Doctors Without Borders (May 9, 2023),
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73 DRC: The Daily Struggles of Women in Goma's Displacement Camps, Doctors Without Borders (Sept. 19, 2023),
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camps#:~:text=DRC%3A%20The%20daily%20struggles%200f%20women%20in%20Goma's%20displacement%20
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woman reported that while collecting wood to cook food, she was cornered and
raped by a group of men.”” The increasing assaults have placed significant strain on
the DRC’s healthcare system, leaving many women without access to services for

gender-based violence.”

RECOMMENDATIONS

31.  HREF calls on the DRC government to:

a. End the state of siege in North Kivu and Ituri and restore fundamental rights
to civilians in the region, including their rights to expression, assembly, association,

and due process;

b. Protect, respect, and promote, without reservation, the rights of all
individuals to the freedoms of expression and association, and ensure that activists,
journalists, and political groups can operate peacefully and safely within the DRC,
without fear of retribution in the form of censorship, harassment, arbitrary arrest,

and detention, or other types of punishment;

C. Protect the due process rights of every accused person to a fair, speedy, and
public trial and ensure that, absent compelling evidence of criminal conduct,
individuals who have been arbitrarily detained, in violation of their rights to
freedom of expression and association, are released, and that those in detention

receive humane treatment; and

d. Protect all civilians, particularly women and girls, from sexual and gender-
based violence by instituting measures to prevent and prosecute gender-based
crimes, especially gender-based violence committed in the context of ongoing

conflict and in displaced persons camps.
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80 “Egstern DRC has become one of the most dangerous places in the world for women and children”, Care
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