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1. Executive Summary

2. Women constitute half of the Ethiopian population, with the majority residing in rural areas where subsistence
farming is the primary livelihood. Women bear the burden of household chores, including outdoor and indoor
work and raising children. Among the Ethiopian population, the Oromo people are the largest ethnic group,
with a significant portion of Oromo women living in rural areas characterized by social and economic distress.
These women in Ethiopia face limited access to education and heightened vulnerability within society.

3. Amid Ethiopia’s ongoing political and social crises, urgent international assistance is needed to protect women
and young girls. Failure to act will exacerbate the already dire humanitarian situation, disproportionately
impacting women and children, as observed in recent years, particularly in Oromia and Tigray regions. Mothers
and their children are often the first and most severely affected when conflict erupts. The Ethiopian government,
entrusted with protecting its citizens from violence, has instead been implicated in perpetrating sexual violence,
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary arrests, and civilian displacement, directly contradicting the recommendations
accepted during the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of 2019.

4. This report focuses on Ethiopia's failure to implement the recommendations of the Human Rights Council
Working Group on the UPR of 2019, particularly regarding sexual violence against women, girls, and the
extrajudicial killings of children, and presents evidence against the government alongside recommendations.

5. Violence Against Women and Girls

6. Sexual violence against Oromo and Tigray women and girls by the Ethiopian army is a distressing and
pervasive issue, constituting a serious human rights violation. Numerous reports and testimonies have
underscored cases of rape, sexual assault, and harassment perpetrated by Ethiopian military members,
frequently within the context of conflict and unrest in the Oromo and Tigray regions. These acts not only cause
physical and psychological harm but also function as tools of intimidation and control, fostering a climate of
fear and vulnerability among Oromo communities-

7. Despite Ethiopia's acceptance of measures to combat various forms of violence against women and girls,
including sexual violence, during the 2019 Universal Periodic Review of human rights, the Ethiopian National
Defense Force (ENDF) special forces, and government security agents persist in using sexual violence, rape,
harassment, and unlawful detention against Oromo women, the most vulnerable segment of the community.

8. Extrajudicial killings and unlawful detentions of Oromo women and girls by the Ethiopian National Defense
Force, federal and regional special forces, and security agents continue across Oromia under the guise of
supporting the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA). For instance, on November 20, 2023, Mrs. S. ...was killed in
her home in West Shoa, Dirre Incinnii, Oromia, by the Ethiopian National Defense Force. Similarly, Mrs. K...,
a mother of seven, was arrested October 24 and brutally murdered October 25, 2023, by ENDF members in
Garri Nuura Dheera village of Boosat district, East Shoa, Oromia. Alongside Mrs. K...two others, Mr. G... and
Mr. B...., were also killed by ENDF.
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Despite reports by political parties?, human rights organizations’, including the Ethiopian Human Rights
Commission and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)* of sexual
violence perpetrated against women and girls by government forces in Oromia, Tigray, and other regions,
accountability remains elusive.

Violence Against Children

Protecting and nurturing children, which are the future of society, is the government's responsibility. However,
Ethiopian government forces and security agents routinely subject children to brutality, harassment, and
punishment through poverty. On April 30, 2022, C..., a 12-year-old boy, was brutally killed by government
militias in Daallee Waabaraa district, Qeelam Wallaga, Oromia. Amanu'el Qibaatu and Minyoot Kidane were
also found dead, and no one has yet accounted for their death.

H..., a high school student and the brother of incarcerated ....., was fatally shot by government security forces
in Naqamte City on the night of June 17, 2022°. Residing in Naqamte and renting a house at the time of his
death, H...'s family was denied access to his body by authorities for several days following the incident. Before
relocating to Nagamte, H.... had been imprisoned in Waayyuu Turaa district, East Wallaga, Oromia, at Guutee
police station for six months. His detention and subsequent killing by government security forces were
reportedly due to his family ties to an opposition political figure. Similarly, his sister, S...., continues to endure
imprisonment for similar reasons, as she is also of Oromo descent and the sister of an opposition figure, L......

Two teenage boys, M....(age 15) and B..... (age 16), were killed in daylight by the Ethiopian army and Oromia
special force in Gulliso District, Lalo Suchi Kebele and Liban Jawwi District, Burka Guddattu Kebele on July
18, 2022, and February 28, 2022, respectively. These teenage boys did nothing wrong except being born into an
Oromo family. The Ethiopian army often uses such scare tactics, threatening to harm children or women unless
they reveal information about the OLA's whereabouts, further intimidating communities to withdraw support
for the OLA.

Displacement and its Consequences on Women and Children

A report released on December 28, 2023, by the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission and the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights revealed that there were 4.3 million internally displaced
persons (IDPs) in Ethiopia*, with women and children comprising the majority. Most of these displaced persons
sheltered in schools, hospitals, and public spaces in cities, with limited access to necessities such as food, water,
and shelter. Lack of food, clean drinking water, and proper sanitation exposed children to various diseases.
Moreover, there is insufficient protection for these IDPs, leaving young girls and women vulnerable to sexual
exploitation.

Recommendations

The International community must pressure the Ethiopia government to resolve conflicts peacefully through
holding a genuine inclusive dialogue.

Ethiopia must commit to implementing accepted recommendations® from the UPR Working Group
recommendations of the 20197

Enforce domestic and international laws on human rights, ensuring thorough investigation of all claims of
violence and prosecution of perpetrators.
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16.4. It is essential that Ethiopia Provides adequate training on human rights obligations to the Federal and regional
law enforcements, national defense force and security agents, equipping them to protect human rights.

16.5. Ethiopia must uphold its own constitution and laws by investigating accusations of human rights abuses and
ensuring justice is served properly, with an open door for independent investigations.

16.6. Ethiopia must uphold the African Union Convention (Kampala Convention) for the Protection and Assistance
of Internally Displaced Persons. It should also fully ratify the Kampala convention and the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.



