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JAI submits this written submission with respect to the Universal Periodic Review of Ethiopia.
I. Summary of conclusions

1. We commend Ethiopia for establishing the 10 Years National Development
Plan (10YNDP) which includes development targets that will help reduce extreme poverty in the
country to 7% by 2030, reflecting a commitment to sustainable development.!

2. We acknowledge Ethiopia’s leadership in climate action, being a signatory of
the Paris Agreement and being the first Least Developed Country to submit an ambitious set of
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) to the UNFCCC. Ethiopia’s commitment to
climate mitigation and adaptation is evident in the CRGE strategy that aims to reduce the
country’s emissions by 64% by 2030.?

3. We express concern about the widespread impacts of climate change on
various sectors of the country, including water tourism, and forestry which have consequent
impacts on human rights including economic, cultural, and social rights. Despite Ethiopia having
established climate change and environmental policies, there remains a need for more effective
implementation of these policies and for the general population’s awareness of their
environmental rights. Moreover, the high cost of technology presents a significant barrier to
farmers, underscoring the need for accessible solutions within the country’s climate adaptation
and resilience policies.?


http://www.justatonement.org/dave-inder-comar
mailto:inder@justatonement.org

4. We express concern over the ongoing humanitarian impacts of the civil war,
despite its conclusion in 2022. Since the end of the conflict in 2022, thousands of people have
died, and the humanitarian crisis has worsened with food shortages and restricted humanitarian
aid.* The war led to the most severe starvation crisis with an estimated 900,000 Ethiopians being
affected and 1.8 million on the brink of starvation.’

II. Ethiopia’s Contribution to Climate Change and the Impact It Has as on the
Country

5. Ethiopia contributes less than 0.1 percent of emissions to climate change, yet
it is experiencing significant adverse impacts from climate change, including weather changes,
declining rainfall, and adverse impacts on agriculture.® Agriculture in Ethiopia forms 42% of the
GDP and 85% of employment’ and will be heavily impacted by climate change. Other key
sectors include livestock, human health, and water.?

6. The temperature in Ethiopia increased at about 0.2 degree Celsius per decade with
minimum temperatures having increased 0.4 degree Celsius per decade and it is predicted that
the temperature will likely increase in the next few years.” Increased drought, heavy rains and
floods—all anticipated climate change impacts—will further impact food security due to low
agricultural production, lack of availability of clean water, increased malaria cases, and
infrastructure damage.'°

7. Ethiopia may have claims in international law for the impacts of climate
change that it currently faces on account of such impacts being caused by the emissions conduct
of high-developed, high-emissions States. For example, other States may have obligations to
protect and promote the self-determination of peoples in Ethiopia, including protecting their
resources and means of subsistence as well as the territorial integrity of Ethiopia. High-
developed, high-emissions States may be in breach of the “no-harm” principle or the right to a
clean, healthy, and sustainable environment on account of their emissions now causing
significant or catastrophic damage to human rights in Ethiopia. We therefore encourage Ethiopia
to explore what legal remedies are available to it in order to protect the human rights of its
people from anticipated climate change impacts that will only get worse until global warming is
halted.

III.  Impact of the civil war on the environment:

8. The conflict that drives deforestation in Tigray should be considered by the
government of Ethiopia. The recovery of the people and the environment after the 2020 conflict
should be a priority as trees and other natural resources have played a significant role in
decreasing the impact of the conflict.!!
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0. We recommend that Ethiopia conduct recovery strategies in the region to
protect the woody vegetation by providing civilians with alternative energy sources. Due to
the blockade during the conflict, civilians may have increased their use of firewood due to
limited fuel and electricity.!? It is further recommended that indigenous shrubs be preserved.

10.  Ethiopia should focus on post-conflict reconstruction in conflict affected
regions. People who have lost their homes are now utilizing timber to construct houses or
recently destroyed buildings, intensifying the deforestation process.

IV.  Existing Environmental and Climate Obligations

1. Ethiopia ratified the United National Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) on 31 May 1994, the Kyoto Protocol on the 215 of February 2005, and the
Paris Agreement on 9 March 2017.13

12 We commend Ethiopia for its commitment to a number of other
environmental treaties such as the Vienna Convention for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer,
the Montreal Protocol on Substance that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries experiencing Serious drought, the
Basel Convention on the Control of the Trans-boundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
their Disposal, and the Bamako Convention on the Ban of the Import into Africa and the Control
of Transboundary Movements and Management of Hazardous Wastes Within Africa.!*

13. As a party to the UNFCCC, Ethiopia has submitted its Initial National
Communication (SNC), in 2001, its Second National Communication (SNC) in 2015 and an
updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) in 2021.13

14. We commend Ethiopia for including in its Constitution the protection of
environmental rights. Article 44 of the constitution elaborates on the right to a clean and
healthy environment and the state’s obligation to provide compensation to individuals who are
displaced due to state actions.'®

15. Ethiopia has not included environmental protection provisions in the bilateral
investment treaties concluded to encourage foreign investment. We encourage Ethiopia to
consider including environmental protection provisions in such treaties in order to bring such
treaties into greater compliance with Ethiopia’s international and national obligations with
respect to the environment.!”

16. The government of Ethiopia continued to impose restriction on humanitarian
aid, allegedly using starvation as a method of warfare. In March 2022 a number of aid
convoys were allowed into the region, but the delivery was completely stopped in August until
November, when the conflict ended.!® We encourage Ethiopia to explore such allegations and
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provide full reparation to the extent applicable international law was breached.

17. We encourage Ethiopia to implement environmental rights through greater
regulatory efforts.

V. Current Environmental and Climate Frameworks in Place

18. Ethiopia has enacted various policies to mitigate the risk of climate change
within the region. In 2011, the government launched the Climate Resilient Green Economy
(CRGE) strategy. Through the CRGE, Ethiopia aims to develop a climate-resilient green
economy by 2050 with no net increase in greenhouse gas emissions. !’

19. In 2021 Ethiopia released its Ten-Year Development Plan: A Pathway to
Prosperity (2021 — 2030) which has the overall goal of economic, social, and institutional
development in the country.?°

20. The Ten-Year Plan considers the environmental impact on Ethiopia’s
sectors. The plan focuses on sustainable development and protecting the country’s natural
environment and biodiversity resources.”?! The targets laid down include the reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions, increasing coverage of protection against illicit activities in wildlife
habitats from 62% to 92%, increasing national forest coverage from 15.5% to 30% and
increasing the coverage of wildlife habitats from the present area of 8.6% to 14%.2

21. Ethiopia’s power grid has been completely decarbonized. Hydropower and a
growing share of wind power is the major source of electricity in the country.?? JAI commends
Ethiopia for this achievement.

VI.  Agriculture and Food Security in the Context of Climate Change Impacts

22. Due to fluctuations in rainfall, 10% of the population in Ethiopia faces
chronic food insecurity. Even in years where there is average rainfall some households have to
rely on food assistance.?*

23. The population of Ethiopia is likely to increase to 129 million by 2030.2° There

is increased pressure to produce and utilize natural resources, but due to the weather changes in
the region it will be significantly difficult to meet the food demands of the population.?®
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24. We encourage Ethiopia to consider measures to protect the food security of
its peoples, particularly in light of anticipated climate change impacts.

25.  In 2023 Ethiopia’s Global Hunger Index Score was 26.2 (“serious”).?’” Changes in
temperature are likely to place food security at risk. Drought, water scarcity, flooding, and
displacement will further impact the agricultural production of the country leading to food
insecurity and undernutrition.?® The groups most at risk of undernutrition are children under the
age of five years old, women, and growing girls. We encourage Ethiopia to take greater steps
to protect the human right to food and the means of subsistence of its peoples.

VII. The Impacts from Climate Change on Human Health

26. As a result of poor sanitation and unsafe drinking water, there are a variety of
waterborne diseases that affect the Ethiopian people. Diarrheal diseases, intestinal parasitic
infection, and trachoma are the prevailing health problems in the country and the top leading
causes of morbidities.?’

27. Other health concerns that should be looked at in relation to climate change
include malaria, yellow fever, and dengue fever.*® Due to changes in timing and duration of rainy
seasons, people working in the agriculture fields will have increased exposure to vector-borne
diseases such as malaria.

28. Ethiopia should focus on tackling vector-borne diseases that result from
changing climate conditions. Yellow fever has re-emerged in Ethiopia since 2013.
Chikungunya is another mosquito-borne disease of growing concern and Leishmaniasis is also a
vector-borne disease that is likely to spread into other areas of the country due to climate
change.’!

29. Due to anticipated climate displacement, Ethiopia should focus on tackling
communicable diseases. As communities are displaced because of climate change induced
disasters, the risk of communicable diseases increases. In the case of Ethiopia, meningitis has
historically affected the Southern region of the country, including the areas of Ambhara,
Gambella, Oromia and Tigray. Measles is another communicable disease that has been one of the
primary cases of infant mortality in Ethiopia.*?.

VIII. The Impact of Climate Change on Living Standards

30. The spread of communicable diseases in tandem with climate change impacts
has impacts on the rights to health and the right to life.

31.  Due to increased temperature during all seasons, the number of heat-related
deaths is bound to increase amongst the elderly, children, outdoor workers, and women. Pregnant
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women are at a high risk of heat stress and exhaustion, and lactating women are at risk of
dehydration.?

32. The intensifying climate situation has the potential to displace a significant
number of Ethiopians in the years ahead.’* We therefore recommend that Ethiopia draft
policies to manage human mobility from overlapping and cascading impacts of droughts,
displacement, and the risk multiplier of climate change, particularly in the context of dwindling
Or scarce resources.

33. Displacement caused by climate change is a consequence of the conduct of
high-developed, high-emissions States and their significant damage to the climate system. We
therefore encourage Ethiopia to investigate possible legal remedies it may have as a result of
climate change-induced displacement, and the rights of its peoples to reparation for such
displacement consistent with the principles of State responsibility.

34, To the extent that Ethiopia enters into agreements with other States with
respect to mobility of its peoples in response to climate change impacts, Ethiopia must ensure
that such agreements are consistent with its human rights obligations and other principles of
international law, including that of non-refoulement. We also caution Ethiopia to be wary of
unconscionable terms in any such agreements with other States, or which may constitute kind of
a “climate duress” placed on Ethiopia because of climate change impacts.

35. To the extent that displacement results from climate change-induced loss of
territory and resources, we encourage Ethiopia to consider such impacts as possible
infringements of Ethiopia’s self-determination caused by the actions of high-developed, high-
emissions States, and to consider legal remedies premised in Ethiopia’s right of self-
determination.

36. Future displacement is also likely to have an impact on gender-based
violence, as well as on sexual and reproductive health as well. Therefore, we encourage Ethiopia
to protect the human rights of vulnerable peoples and communities, including on axes of gender,
as a result of displacement. Youth are also particularly vulnerable in conditions of displacement.

IX. Recommendations

37.  Ethiopia should consider environmental impacts while negotiating
investment treaties with other states.>> Potential threats to the environment should be
considered while considering foreign investment as many of these policies impact the people
within the country.

38. Access to justice should be improved, particularly for environmental issues.
Many people within the city do not take their environmental concerns to court and complaints
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never reach a court of law due to delayed justice.’® We therefore recommend further
implementation of environmental rights.

39. Ethiopia should increase knowledge and awareness regarding the impact of
climate change. Poor implementation of laws and regulations in Ethiopia is also due to lack of
awareness amongst the general population, which includes policymakers and government
officials. Current frameworks are a result of international pressure and external donors.?’

40.  Healthcare infrastructure should be strengthened. The health system should
be designed to consider anticipatory actions for health when it comes to vector-borne diseases.
There are limited forecast-based actions and preventative mechanisms in areas considered
risky.*® The system must be strengthened to also meet the increasing impacts of climate change.

41. Ethiopia should consider its positions, its human rights policies, and its legal
rights under international law with respect to displacement, migration, and mobility caused
by climate change, particularly as against high-emissions States that are responsible for
significant or catastrophic harm to Ethiopia.
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