About the participating CSOs

Stand for Integrated Development Ethiopia (SID) was established in 2007 as a non-partisan,
impartial, and independent non-governmental organization. As per the Proclamation for Civil
Society Organizations No. 1113/2019, SID was officially recognized as a local organization on
August 2, 2019, and received legal personality with registration No. 1551. SID-Ethiopia works
towards creating a society where everyone can shape their lives and reintegrate humanity. The
organization is committed to empowering street dwellers and promoting social inclusion, and has
received financial support from the World Bank. SID-Ethiopia implements various programmes
and projects to achieve its goals, such as providing shelter and necessities to street dwellers,
offering vocational training and skill development programmes to enhance their employability,
and organizing awareness campaigns to challenge social stigma and discrimination against this

marginalized group.

Consortium of Ethiopian Human Rights Organizations (CEHRO) is a Consortium of 18
CSOs working on Human Rights, democracy, and peace building. Registered under the FDRE
Civil Society Organization Proclamation No. 1113/2011 with Registration No. 3932, CEHRO is
working to promote the protection of Human Rights, improve the culture of democracy and
peace building. It is also serving as a common platform for members to initiate and take a lead in
the evidence-based advocacy, as well as working to strengthen the capacity of existing and new
Human Rights CSOs. CEHRO has participated in the 3rd cycle UPR by submitting a joint
parallel report with other stakeholders and was present in the review session of 33rd session of
the UPR Working Group.

I. INTRODUCTION

1. In this report, SID-Ethiopia and CEHRO examine the Ethiopian government's compliance
with the right to social security and development, including access to education and health care
services, as well as the right to be recognized as a person before the law. The examination is
based on the recommendation given to the country during the third UPR cycle in 2019. Ethiopia
has received 5 recommendation and all were supported by the government. Overall, we examine
Ethiopia's implementation of these five recommendations on social security received during the
third UPR cycle.!



II. METHODOLOGY

2. This document was produced by SID-Ethiopia and CEHRO utilizing first-hand data collected
from surveys and interviews, supplemented with reports from Civil Society Organizations

(CSOs) and the Ethiopian government.

ITI. BACKGROUND AND RECENT DEVELOPMENT

3. Ethiopia, with 123 million people in 2022, is the second most populous nation in Africa and
one of the fastest-growing economies in the region. The country’s economy grew at an average
of nearly 10% per year over the past 15 years, one of the highest rates in the world. However,
Ethiopia remains one of the poorest countries, with a per capita gross national income of $1,020.
The consistently high economic growth over the last decade resulted in positive trends in poverty
reduction in both urban and rural areas. The share of the population living below the national
poverty line decreased from 30% in 2011 to 24% in 2016.2

In the aftermath of the war between the Ethiopian central government and the northernmost
region of Tigray, Ethiopia is once again engaged in violent internal conflict, this time involving

militia groups from the regions of Amhara and Oromia.?

The background for the statement from SID-Ethiopia is rooted in its deep concern regarding the
direct infringements on fundamental rights outlined in key international instruments.
Specifically, Articles 6 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and 16 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) are cited as crucial frameworks

that guarantee these rights.

IV. ETHIOPIAN AND INTERNATIONAL LAW ON SOCIAL PROTECTION AND
EQUAL RECOGNITION BEFORE THE LAW

4. Ethiopia has a National Social Protection Policy.* This policy aims to protect citizens from
economic and social deprivation. The Ethiopian Constitution recognizes the equal rights in front
of the law for every citizen, without regard to race, creed.” It is a fundamental human rights
principle that every individual shall be equal before the law and shall be entitled to equal

protection of the law without distinction of any kind. The right to social security is recognized in



numerous human rights instruments, including the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.® International Law on
Equal Recognition before the Law: Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities reaffirms that persons with disabilities have the right to recognition
everywhere as persons before the law. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights also states
that all are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to equal protection of
the law.

V. IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE THIRD CYCLE AND
CONCERNS

A. The Protection and Enjoyment of social Security Services

5. Libya has conveyed recommendation’ to Ethiopia to continue strengthening national social
protection policies, particularly for children, women with disabilities, and the elderly, in order to

ensure their full enjoyment of human right. Ethiopia has accepted the recommendation.

6. The Ethiopian government has made progress in implementing a comprehensive social
protection policy aimed at shielding citizens from economic and social hardships. The policy
focuses on social safety nets, livelihood and employment schemes, social insurance, and
reducing inequalities in access to basic services.® The policy includes emergency interventions,
targeted cash transfers, preventive actions to avert deprivation, promoted actions to enhance
assets and income-earning capacity, and transformative actions like legal reforms and policy

evaluations.

7. Despite these efforts, challenges persist, and SID-Ethiopia is concerned, particularly about
street people as well as people with disabilities living in remote regions with limited access to
essential services.” While there are laws and policies in place to support persons with disabilities,
more inclusive communities and job opportunities are required for street people with disabilities.
Furthermore, SID is deeply concerned about the socio-economic challenges encountered by the
elderly!'?. The Country Sudan recommended Ethiopia to take the necessary measures in favour of
the most vulnerable segments of society. SID-Ethiopia report shows that the government has
focused on the implementation of recommendations related to economic and social rights,
particularly the rights to education and work'!. Policies have been implemented to improve

access to and quality of education. Five successive education sector development plans have



been implemented since the ratification of the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and
Cultural Rights. The current plan, the fifth Education Sector Development Plan (ESDP V) of
2015, addresses access and quality of education!?. SID-Ethiopia is concerned, however, about the
fact that a lack of identity cards makes it difficult for homeless persons living in cities to get an
education'3. Therefore, it's critical to keep in mind that these are on-going endeavors, and the full

significance of these deeds will become evident in due course.

8. In a similar vein, Qatar recommended that the Ethiopian government continue the
implementation of the health transfer plan to achieve comprehensive health care.!* The
submitting organizations recognized that the Government of Ethiopia has been making
significant efforts to implement the health transfer plan to achieve comprehensive health care.
The Health Sector Transformation Plan II (HSTP II) 2020/21-2024/25 is a key part of this
initiative, aiming to transform the health sector and improve the quality of health services.!> The
HSTP II outlines several strategies, including improving the quality of health care services,
enhancing health system performance, and increasing access to health services.!® It also

emphasizes the importance of universal health coverage and aims to achieve this by 2035.

9. SID-Ethiopia noted that, in addition, the government is working towards building a universal
health care system through a community-based health insurance model. As of 2020, it was
estimated that 45% to 50% of the population had health insurance coverage.!” SID-Ethiopia is
concerned, however, about the high cost of health insurance and the low pension payment, which

make it difficult for retirees and the elderly to receive medical care.'®

10. SID-Ethiopia, the organization that conducted the research, claims that the lack of identity
cards, which came about as a result of the lack of appropriate rules and regulation to issue
identification cards for street people, is one significant violation that directly conflicts with the
ideals expressed in UDHR and ICCPR treaties.!® As indicated in section III above, the right of
every person to be acknowledged as a person before the law is emphasized in both the UDHR
and the ICCPR. Protecting human rights is based on this fundamental right, which is stated in
both Article 16 of the ICCPR and Article 6 of the UDHR. The concerning finding is that a

vulnerable demographic group-street people consistently does not receive this privilege.



11. The quoted articles from the UDHR and ICCPR emphasize the universal and inalienable
nature of the right to recognition as a person before the law. SID-Ethiopia underscores the
urgency of addressing this issue, signaling not only a violation of specific articles but also a
disregard for the broader principles of dignity, equality, and non-discrimination that are integral
to the human rights framework. The call for comprehensive approaches reflects a commitment to
ensuring the full realization of these rights for all individuals, especially those marginalized and

living on the streets.

12. SID-Ethiopia supported the idea that the inability of street people to obtain identity cards
affects their legal recognition and, consequently, their ability to enjoy a range of other human
rights. This includes, but is not limited to:
e Impeding employment opportunities, as an identity card is often required for employment
(UDHR Article 23(1)).
e Limiting the freedom of movement (UDHR Article 13(1)).

e Obstructing the ability to participate in the political process, including voting (UDHR
Article 21(1)).

e Subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile

13. SID-Ethiopia finds out that the absence of system and regulation to issue identity cards for
street people not only breaches the specified articles but also erodes fundamental principles such
as dignity, equality, and non-discrimination that form the bedrock of the entire human rights
framework.?® This circumstance emphasizes the interdependence of human rights and the
necessity for holistic approaches to guarantee the complete realization of these rights for all

individuals, including those living on the streets.

14. SID-Ethiopia's concern regarding the escalation of living expenses resonates with several
articles outlined in the UNDHDR. Specifically, it intersects with Article 25, which asserts the
right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of individuals and families,
including food, clothing, housing, and medical care.?! Additionally, the increased number of
individuals and families descending into poverty highlights the importance of Article 22, which

recognizes the right to social security, ensuring protection from economic risks beyond one's



control.

15. SID-Ethiopia's concerned about the escalating living costs, exacerbating social unrest, and
political instability resonates with Article 9 outlined in the UNDHDR, which emphasizes
freedom from arbitrary arrest, detention, or exile, as social unrest and political instability may
lead to violations of this right.?> Additionally, the aggravation of socio-economic disparities and
the widening gap between the affluent and the impoverished touches upon Article 1, which

proclaims that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights

VI. RECOMMENDATIONS

A. Regarding Social Protection Policies

We recommend to the government of Ethiopia to implement the national social protection policy
in 2012, which aims to protect citizens from economic and social deprivation; and to promote
their human right. We made the following specific recommendations to the government:

e Establish support networks for the elderly, focusing on addressing their socio-economic
challenges.

e Strengthen its national policy on social protection, by ensuring its effective
implementation, monitoring and evaluation, and by addressing the gaps and challenges
identified in the 2019 social protection review.

e Cooperate with the international community and humanitarian actors to address the
urgent needs of the most vulnerable groups, particularly children, people with disability
and the elderly

B. Regarding Most Vulnerable Segments of Society

As stated in UPR Recommendation 163.116%3, we acknowledge that the Ethiopian government
deserves praise for its dedication to implementing the required reforms to benefit the most
disadvantaged members of society. To effectively implement this recommendation, we
recommend the following steps:

e Research and Policy Analysis: Conduct comprehensive research and policy analysis to

identify the root causes of the high health insurance costs and low pension payments..



Social Security Reforms: Advocate for reforms in the social security system to enhance
pension payments.

Policy Formulation: Develop and implement inclusive policies that address the specific
needs of these vulnerable groups. These policies should aim to reduce inequalities and
promote social inclusion.

Resource Allocation: Allocate adequate resources to implement these policies
effectively. This includes funding for social protection programs, healthcare services,
education, and other essential services.

Capacity Building: Strengthen the capacity of government institutions and civil society
organizations, working with street people, to effectively deliver services to these

vulnerable groups.

C. Regarding the Health Transfer Plan to Achieve Comprehensive Health Care

In order to get comprehensive health care, especially for retirees and the elderly, we encourage

the Ethiopian government to keep making the health transfer plan's execution a top priority. This

includes:

Continuity of Services: Ensure that the transition to the new health transfer plan does
not disrupt existing health services.

Stakeholder Engagement: Engage a wide range of stakeholders, including health care
providers, patients, and communities, in the implementation of the health transfer plan.
Sustainable Financing: This could involve exploring different financing options, such as
increasing public health spending, leveraging international aid, or introducing innovative

financing mechanisms.

D. Regarding Street People

We recommend the following measures:

Reform Identity Card Issuance Procedures: Implement streamlined procedures to
ensure that street people can obtain identity cards without unnecessary obstacles,
recognizing their right to legal recognition as well as support to escape from street life.

Legal Reforms: Review and amend existing laws and policies that contribute to the

denial of identity cards for street people, ensuring compliance with international human



rights standards.
e Access to Essential Services: Facilitate access to essential services such as education,

healthcare, and employment by removing identity card requirements that pose barriers to

street people.

E. Regarding the Rise in Living Expenses and Inflation

e Addressing Basic Needs: This may involve expanding social welfare programs, food
assistance initiatives, and affordable housing schemes targeting low-income
communities.

e Promoting Employment Opportunities: This could include promoting vocational
training programs, supporting small-scale enterprises, and advocating for labor rights to
protect vulnerable workers from exploitation.

e Advocating for Policy Reforms: Advocate for policy reforms that address the

underlying causes of inflation and socioeconomic disparities.

! See the UPR third cycle suggestion, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/et-index.

2 Refer to the World Bank report accessible on https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/ethiopia/overview.

3 See Center for prevention action Updated December 19, 2023 https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-
tracker/conflict/conflict-ethiopia

4 See the National Social Protection Policy of Ethiopia at http://http//phe-ethiopia.org.

3> See 1995 EFDRE Constitution

¢ See UDHR and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

73rd UPR Recommendations No. 163.250.

8 Access the National Social Protection Policy of Ethiopia at http://http//phe-ethiopia.org.

9 See the article on the activity and participation experiences of people with disabilities in Ethiopia at
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9558741/#.

10 STD-Ethiopia's own field survey conducted during 2023/24.

11 See reports of MOE 2022/23

12 Refer to the summary of the Education Sector Development Programme V (ESDP V) for Ethiopia,
accessibleat:https://planipolis.iiep.unesco.org/sites/default/files/ressources/ethiopia_esdp v_summary.pdf.

13 SID-Ethiopia's own field survey conducted during 2023/24.

14 UPR third cycle recommendation https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/upr/et-index

15 See Health Sector  Transformation Plan II - HSTP II  2020/21-2024/25  available
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eth208376.pdf
16 See  Health Sector Transformation Plan II - HSTP II  2020/21-2024/25  available
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eth208376.pdf
17 See  Health  Sector  Transformation Plan II - HSTP II  2020/21-2024/25  available

https://faoclex.fao.org/docs/pdf/eth208376.pdf
18 SID-Ethiopia's own field survey conducted during 2023/24.
19 SID-Ethiopia's own field survey conducted during 2023/24.
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