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ABOUT THE SUBMITTING ORGANIZATIONS

African Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses (AAJW) is a public benefit organization registered
in South Africa with membership in Angola, Benin, Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria,
Rwanda, Senegal, Uganda, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.

The European Association of Jehovah’s Witnesses (EAJW) is a charity registered in the
United Kingdom (No. 1085157) with membership throughout the member States of the Council
of Europe.

These Associations work together to promote the protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in various parts of the world, particularly when Jehovah’s Witnesses face violations of
such rights. This submission is prepared and submitted jointly.
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SUMMARY OF THE SUBMISSION

This submission to the Human Rights Council (HRC) on Democratic Republic of Congo
highlights human rights issues and current failures by Democratic Republic of Congo to
implement accepted recommendations from the previous Universal Periodic Review (UPR)
cycle.

Jehovah’s Witnesses in Democratic Republic of Congo and as a worldwide organization
respectfully request the Government of Democratic Republic of Congo to:

(1) Prosecute criminals who attack Jehovah’s Witnesses and vandalize their places of
worship;

(2) Protect the fundamental rights of Jehovah’s Witness teachers and students;

(3) Meet with representatives of Jehovah’s Witnesses to discuss issues related to freedom
of worship;

(4) Abide by their commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the
Constitution of Democratic Republic of Congo and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (the Covenant) for all citizens, including Jehovah’s Witnesses.

I. INTRODUCTION

1. Jehovah’s Witnesses have been present in Democratic Republic of Congo since the early
1930’s. They were first legally registered in October 1961, and they renewed their
registration in April 1980. Their activities were proscribed in 1986, but the Supreme Court
annulled the ban in 1993, allowing the Witnesses the opportunity to carry out their peaceful
worship without significant State interference.

2. Jehovah’s Witnesses conduct religious meetings and conventions and engage in their
religious community service without major obstacles. The Witnesses generally enjoy basic
human rights. However, in some locations, the Witnesses endure physical violence because
they manifest their religious beliefs. At times, Witnesses experience discrimination and
religious intolerance in certain remote communities, and because of police refusal to
investigate or delays in the judicial system, the result is a denial of justice. For example, in
the education sector, Witness students and teachers face disadvantages or are expelled and
have been physically assaulted because of their respectful objection to participating in
religious or nationalistic ceremonies.
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II. ISSUES

Religious Intolerance and Assaults

3. During the last three years, in some areas, individuals and groups have viciously attacked
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Such attacks have at times escalated to arson, rape and even murder.
While the number and severity of such incidents appear to have declined during 2022 and
2023, local officials continue to be reluctant to administer justice on behalf of victims.

4. The following examples illustrate such discrimination and abuse against Jehovah’s
Witnesses:

5. On 21 January 2023, in Luatshia (Kasai Central), a group of young people led by a young
man named Wabu Nsaka Kakubu objected to the funeral arrangements for a 15-year-old
whose mother is associated with a local congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. They
physically assaulted Witnesses, beating and humiliating two adherents, Mr. Nsaka and Mr.
Ngueji. They tore off the victims’ clothes and dragged them across the ground in front of all
those present. On 16 April 2023, the Witnesses filed a complaint with the office of the
attorney general for Kasai Central province. To date, no arrests have been made.

6. On 20 April 2023, a man named Vangu Kasembe, who had already made multiple threats
against his Witness neighbour, Kitona Denis, accused him of being a sorcerer and threatened
to kill him. Mr. Denis endeavoured to resolve the matter amicably but could not reason with
Mr. Kasembe, so he complained to the police. The police commander agreed that Mr.
Kasembe’s accusations were baseless but took no action. Subsequently, Mr. Kasembe, along
with his son, wife and mother, attacked Mr. Denis, beat him, looted his possessions, and
burned down his house.

Religious Discrimination

7. During 2023, several Witness schoolchildren were expelled, and a number of teachers were
dismissed from government-regulated schools sponsored by religious organizations because
of their respectful, conscientious refusal to participate in religious activities contrary to their
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faith.

8. Congolese law explicitly prohibits all forms of religious discrimination in schools. Yet, in
many government-regulated church-sponsored schools that are party to the Church-State
Convention of 1977 (updated 2023), teachers have been dismissed from their positions
merely because of their religious beliefs. Witness schoolchildren also suffer such
discrimination and have been expelled for refusal to support religious activities. These cases
occur primarily in isolated areas where the political-administrative authorities have limited
access.

9. The following examples illustrate such discrimination against Witness teachers and students:

10. Mrs. Esther Kabul Fulumbila, who is 32 years old and one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, is a
State-employed teacher at a government-regulated Kimbanguist establishment in the Kwilu
province. On 27 February 2023, Mr. Kimoni, national councillor of the Kimbanguist
Church, attempted to force her to become a member of that church, claiming that this is an
obligation for teachers within the Kimbanguist school network. A disciplinary proceeding
was initiated against Mrs. Fulumbila. She responded in writing, but the school authorities
dismissed her from her teaching post. On 12 September 2023, Mrs. Fulumbila filed a
recours gracieux (an inherent right to application for judicial review) against her dismissal.
On 27 October 2023, the judge ruled in favour of Mrs. Fulumbila, granting urgent interim
measures to suspend the illegal dismissal and to allow her to return to school. On 19 January
2024, Mrs. Fulumbila was reinstated to her teaching post following the intervention of an
inspector sent by the provincial educational authorities.

11. Mrs. Rosette Nafranka is a 31-year-old State-employed teacher in the South Kivu province
and is one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. She has been subjected to prolonged psychological
pressure because of her resolute decision not to participate in religious activities at her
school. Following formal disciplinary action and preventive suspension, on 21 August 2023,
Mrs. Nafranka received correspondence ending the suspension and dismissing her from her
teaching post. She filed an urgent application (référé-liberté) against the decision to expel her
and obtained a favourable ruling. However, the school appealed this decision. She has not
been able to resume her job, and she is not receiving a salary. On 23 December 2023, an
urgent-applications judge issued a ruling suspending the illegal dismissal, which the school
was served with on 19 January 2024. Mrs. Nafranka is taking legal advice as to how to
enforce the decision, as she is not receiving her salary and the school appealed the court
ruling.

12. On 16 October 2022, Ripson Mbole Lofumbwa, a 21-year-old student at the Institut
Monseigneur Buanga in Mbandaka, refused to say the ‘Hail Mary’ prayer in front of his
class. As a result, he was suspended from school for two weeks but with no written
suspension notice. On four occasions, Ripson’s father unsuccessfully attempted to meet with
the school authorities in an effort to resolve the situation amicably. On 11 January 2023,
Ripson and his father were invited to meet with the school authorities, and he was presented
with an ultimatum: choose between the school rules or his own religious convictions. He
respectfully declined the offer, basing his decision on legally guaranteed religious freedoms.
On 19 January 2023, Ripson’s father met with the prefect (abbot) and was told that Ripson
must remain at home until the end-of-year exams. No remedies were offered, and no
documentation was provided. The family engaged a process server to document the verbal
dismissal, with a view to administrative action. The prefect refused to answer any of the
process server’s questions. Ripson attempted to meet with the school authorities again, but to
no avail. He delivered a request to set aside the illegal suspension along with a claim for
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damages on 27 July 2023. Following these efforts, on 13 January 2024, Ripson had the
school served with an administrative appeal against its refusal to grant his request of 27 July
2023. He has yet to receive a response.

13. On 6 March 2023, 16-year-old Mechack Musanda Kimoko was expelled from the Institut
Chrétien Les Bougeois in Lenga village, Ituri province, a government-regulated reformist
religious school, for refusing to share in class worship. Article 43 of the school rules
unlawfully mandates that all students participate in worship on Thursdays and Sundays or be
expelled. The school authorities refused to yield on this issue, issuing a written seven-day
suspension and going so far as to require that he contribute a sack of cement before returning
to class. Mechack was able to resume classes at the beginning of the current academic year.

14. On 17 November 2023, 18-year-old Tshibuabua Kamanda Rebecca, an orphan who
worships with Jehovah’s Witnesses, was verbally expelled from a Catholic school, Institut
Gombe 2 Don Bosco in Gombe, Kinshasa province, for declining to recite a Catholic prayer.
Despite her best efforts and those of her legal guardian, Mr. Miciabu Erick, who wrote to the
school without receiving a response, the situation was not resolved amicably. Rebecca’s
guardian had no alternative but to take the matter to court. On 15 February 2024, the
Kinshasa/Gombe Court of Appeal granted Rebecca’s urgent application for protection of a
fundamental freedom and ordered her tutor to send her back to the Institut Gombe 2 Don
Bosco. Rebecca and her guardian are now seeking legal advice as to how to enforce this
order.

III. IMPLEMENTATION OF ACCEPTED RECOMMENDATIONS

15. The Democratic Republic of Congo has shown a reluctance to hold accountable those
responsible for violence against Jehovah’s Witnesses and to address discrimination faced by
Witness students and teachers. This ignores the following recommendations of member
States, which were accepted by the Democratic Republic of Congo during the third UPR
review cycle in 2019:

16. Afghanistan recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[s]trengthen the
constitutional provisions relating to education, including its provision free of charge,
explicitly guarantee equitable and inclusive access to education for all, and prohibit
discrimination, particularly in the educational sector.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.164)

17. India recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[t]ake steps to ensure access to
education, health and other basic services by all its children.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.169)

18. Mauritius recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[r]edouble efforts to
narrow the gap in literacy between girls and boys and to put in place specific measures to
combat the obstacles to the education of children.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.178)

19. Poland urged the Democratic Republic of Congo to “[c]ontinue utmost efforts to provide
access for all children to primary and secondary education, eliminate illiteracy and invest in
improving the quality and competences of teachers.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.180)

20. Gabon recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[g]uarantee effective measures
allowing access to free primary education for all children, including children with disabilities,
those living in rural areas and migrant children.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.168)
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21. Honduras recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[s]trengthen the
implementation of measures and provisions to eradicate all forms of discrimination and
violence against women and girls, strengthening educational activities and public awareness
campaigns in order to combat traditional discriminatory practices.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para.
119.188)

22. Morocco recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[c]ontinue efforts to
facilitate access to education.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.179)

23. Egypt urged that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[c]ontinue its efforts to protect and
promote children’s rights.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.236)

24. Estonia recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[f]ully protect everyone’s
rights to freedom of expression, assembly and association.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.93)

25. Spain recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[a]dopt concrete measures to
ensure full respect of freedom of assembly, association and expression.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para.
119.106)

26. Maldives recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[t]ake the necessary steps to
ensure that laws and regulations are in full accordance with the Democratic Republic of the
Congo’s international obligations with respect to freedom of assembly, association and
expression.” (A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.109)

27. Poland recommended that the Democratic Republic of Congo “[t]ake legal measures
enabling effective protection of minorities, including religious ones, which would be
complemented by educational campaigns on the importance of freedom of religious beliefs.”
(A/HRC/42/5/, para. 119.259)

IV. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

28. Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Democratic Republic of Congo and as a worldwide organization
express concern at the government’s inaction over ongoing physical violence against the
Witnesses because of their peaceful manifestation of religious beliefs. They also express
concern at the expulsion of Witness students, with resulting interruption of education, and at
the dismissal of teachers for respectfully declining to participate in activities contrary to their
religious beliefs. Therefore, they respectfully request the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Congo to take the necessary steps to:

(1) Prosecute criminals who attack Jehovah’s Witnesses and vandalize their places of
worship;

(2) Protect the fundamental rights of Jehovah’s Witness teachers and students;

(3) Meet with representatives of Jehovah’s Witnesses to discuss issues related to freedom of
worship;

(4) Abide by their commitment to uphold the fundamental freedoms guaranteed by the
Constitution of Democratic Republic of Congo and the Covenant for all citizens,
including Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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