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OSG UK with OSGA Joint Submission, 4th Cycle UPR, Ethiopia

Extrajudicial Killings, Military Command Posts, Systematic Abuses by ENDF Forces

1. Numbers from 50 to 65, in brackets at the end of paragraphs, refer to Oromia Support Group (OSG) reports
which reference and source the information given in preceding paragraphs. All of these are in the Reports
section of the OSG website.i

Extrajudicial killings

2. Ethiopia agreed to implement Recommendation 163.200 ‘Ensure independent and impartial investigations
into cases of extrajudicial executions, and hold perpetrators to account.’ Its own security forces and Fano militia
have perpetrated thousands of extrajudicial killings of Oromo civilians with impunity.

3. OSG reports describe killings and destruction of homes of Oromo civilians by Ethiopian government forces to
remove the support base of the Oromo Liberation Army (OLA) – to ‘drain the ocean to kill the fish’.ii And by
Fano militantsiii in acts of ethnic cleansing.

4. OSG has now recorded 5,425 Oromo civilians killed since the end of 2018. This is a small fraction of the
total. Where information is more systematically collected, as in five districts of West Wallega zone, many more
abuses are reported,iv but even then, data are far from complete.

5. Most of the recorded killings, over 3,300, were after the beginning of 2022. Of these, over 1,330 were in the
four Wallega zones and more than 1,380 were in North and West Showa.

6. Fano and other Amhara forces were responsible for most of the 740 killed in Oromia Special Zone, Amhara
region, from 2021 to 2023, and almost all 960 killed in Horo Guduru and East Wallega zones since January
2022 (see Instigated Violence in Joint Submission by OSG Australia).

7. The same forces have been responsible for killings and ethnic cleansing in East Showa but the killing there of
Karrayyu Gadaa leaders in 2021, most of the deaths in North and West Showa, and the majority of at least 1,200
killings in Qellem and West Wallega since early 2020 have been at the hands of federal and Oromia Region
security forces, operating from Command Posts in the case of Qellem and West Wallega zones. (65)

8. Fano forces continue to attack and kill Oromo from the Oromia Special Zone located within Amhara Region,
attacking settlements and travellers to and from the enclave, and in zones of Oromia Region which are adjacent
to Amhara Region (Horo Guduru, East Wallega, East Showa and Southwest Showa – see Instigated Violence in
Joint Submission by OSG Australia).

9. The killings of unarmed civilians have often been accompanied by extreme cruelty by Fano and by ENDF.
Yet, disinformation is spread that Oromo forces are making unprovoked attacks on innocent Amhara
populations in and around the edges of Amhara Region. This disinformation emanates from the Amhara
diaspora, journalists influenced by them, Amhara academics, and individuals placed in national and
international human rights bodies.

Extrajudicial killings of Oromo youth identified as ‘Qeerroo’

10. Members of the nonviolent Oromo youth movement, Qeerroo, were the prime target soon after Abiy Ahmed
came to power and bore the brunt of lethal violence emanating from Command Posts in Oromia Region. Young
men in villages, visiting home from university, in homes, on farms, leaving school, attending church or markets
or just walking on the streets, were killed in such numbers that so many fled to major towns and cities such as
Nekemte in East Wallega and Ambo in West Showa that there were noticeable demographic changes on their
streets. Hundreds were taken from prison and summarily executed, their bodies thrown on the street or in the
countryside. A few illustrative examples which reveal the pattern and nature of killings of Qeerroo follow:

1. Eight young men identified as Qeerroo were taken by government soldiers from their homes in Mexi
Marami village, Nejo district, West Wallega, at night on 14 December 2020, gathered together and shot
dead.

2. 12th Grade student L . . . was killed by government forces on his way to school to sit School Leaving
Certificate examinations in Horo, Gidami district, Qellem Wallega, on 5 March 2021. T . . . , also a
12th Grade student on his way to sit the same examinations on the other side of Wallega, in Jargeda
district, Horo Guduru, was shot dead on the same day. (55)

3. G . . . , 19, Chalia 01, Guliso, ‘officially elected Qeerroo’ was killed on 24 March 2021. The
commander of Chalia military post, Sergeant Ebro Usen, personally killed him. G . . . lay bleeding on
the ground for eight hours before he died, during which time he was forbidden help. His body remained
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for another six hours before his family were allowed to take him for burial. (56)
4. G . . . was taken from his parents’ home in Boji Dirmaji, West Wallega, on 16 May 2021, by

government soldiers and killed. His body was thrown in the forest, from where he was collected and
buried next day. After the burial, soldiers ordered his family to open the grave and retrieve the coffin.
G . . . ’s family were weeping as they did this. ‘The soldiers took out the body and threw it aside. Then
they forced the mother to sit on the coffin. They made a show of taking a picture of her.’

5. M . . . ,17, was killed at his parental home in Gimbi, West Wallega on 8 June 2021. Security forces,
comprised of federal troops and Oromia and Amhara Special Forces, surrounded his father’s and other
houses in Lalisa Sariti at 10.00 AM and began beating the occupants. The beatings continued
throughout and after the shooting dead of M . . . , who was picking mangoes up in his father’s tree. The
soldiers killed M . . . with nine bullets before cutting off his hands and feet in front of his family. His
mother and father were tied together to witness this. When people came in response to hearing gunfire,
they were beaten while soldiers took photographs of their dismembered victim. (57)

6. Two young men, B . . . and D . . . , were arrested in May 2021, accused of attending an anti-
government protest in Hidi Lola town, Borana zone. They disappeared from custody in Miyo police
station and were taken to an unknown place in the early hours of 19 July. A report on 15 October
included video recording of two young men being taken into the bush in Hidi Lola district of Borana
zone and shot dead.v One of the murdered youngsters was D . . . . It is believed that B . . . was the other
victim. Several soldiers fired repeatedly at the men for over one minute. One of the victims was
pictured on his knees, clutching his head following the third shot, before he was felled by the fourth. At
least 22 shots were fired into the men, many after they were lying on the ground in pools of blood. (58)

7. Four youths were taken out of detention in Nekemte, East Wallega, and executed on 17 December
2021 and their bodies ‘thrown on the fields.’ They were A . . . , a resident of Nekemte; N . . . , from
Chalia, West Wallega; A . . . , from Gori, West Wallega; and Z . . . , from Nunnu Qumba, East
Wallega There was a fifth victim, R . . . , from Sasiga, East Wallega, according to another informant.
The young men were all active Qeerroo members. A . . . was active in leading and coordinating Oromo
protests from 2014 to 2018. N . . . was the author of a book ‘Alanfannaa Bishaani’. A . . . and N . . . had
been imprisoned in 2018 in Finfinnee Police Commission and Kilinto prisons, together with OLF
leaders. They were released before being detained again in Nekemte. Their relatives were forbidden
burial ceremonies. (59)

8. At least nine young men were abducted from a church in Maleko, Gidami district, Qellem Wallega on
24 November 2023, and killed. These ‘peaceful residents and students’ were separated from girls and
women at an evening meeting of fasting and prayer. The soldiers beat the women and girls and took
away eleven young men. The bullet-ridden bodies of nine of the young men were found three days later
in the forest. Their bibles had been thrown on top of them. (64)

9. Some youngsters were publicly executed. For example, a 17-year old Orthodox church trainee deacon,
was paraded around Dembi Dollo, Qellem Wallega, with a pistol tied around his neck, before being
shot dead at a busy traffic roundabout in the town on 11 May 2021, publicly and falsely denounced as
an OLF member. (56)

Extrajudicial killings of persons accused of supporting Oromo Liberation Army (OLA)

11. Many young and old men and women have been killed because of real or fictitious links to the OLF (now
legal) or OLA, or simply because they were Oromo – ‘drying out the ocean to kill the fish.’vi A few examples
follow:

1. At 4.00 am on 17 June 2019, soldiers surrounded the home of farmer B . . . in Homi, Melka Ebicha
kebele, Babo Gambel district, West Wollega. They called him to come out from his bed and shot him
dead at his gate, in front of his wife and two children. (51)

2. Two prisoners in Chiro Police Station, West Hararge, were taken by soldiers from custody in the police
station and summarily executed on 29 August 2020. OLF member I . . . had been held since 2019. His
body was later found in the river. M . . . , a known OLF supporter, had been detained since 26 August
before being executed. (53)

3. Six were killed when soldiers burnt houses and fired on their occupants in a settlement of IDPs from
Eastern Oromia in Gero Dingaja, Dapho district, Buna Bedele, Illubabor, on 15 April 2020. Two or
more were burnt to death in their homes and at least two were shot as they ran. (52, 54)

4. On Sunday 15 November 2020, seven church-goers were stopped by soldiers on their way to a service
in Shebel town, Anfilo district, Qellem Wallega, and shot dead on the road: S . . . , 25, J . . . , 25, I . . . ,
15, O . . . , 15, Z . . . , 20, R . . . , 30, and an unidentified 19 year-old with them. (55)

5. A . . . , about 70 years old, a respected elder and father of a well-known Oromo artist, was taken from
prison in Garba Guracha town, North Showa, where he had been detained for several weeks, and
executed by government forces on 18/19 November 2021. He was detained and then killed with several
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shots to his forehead because another of his sons is believed to have joined OLA. A . . . ’s body was
discarded in the street and his family were not allowed to move him for most of the day. Proper funeral
procedures were denied. He had been harassed for many years because of suspected support for the
OLF. (58)

6. A father and son, J . . . and Q . . . , were shot dead while in police custody in Qalaaxee town, Abune
Gindeberet district, West Showa on 11 March 2022. J . . . was detained after his son had been abducted
by rebel forces and a ransom paid. Q . . . presented himself to security forces and his father was
released but was requested to attend the security office in the town court next day, whereupon they
were both shot. They were dragged while Q . . . was still alive, to ‘the main road for public view’. Q . .
. ‘didn't die immediately and suffered while people watching were afraid to offer help.’ They were
buried on 12 March in their home town, Kachisi, capital of Gindeberet district. (59)

7. During a six-day period, 10-15 July 2022, 31 residents of a single village, Qondala 01, Begi district,
West Wallega, were executed by ENDF Central Command, 7th Division. Two of the executed men,
fathers of 3 and 4 children, were promised release on payment of 50,000 and 100,000 Birr (£800 &
£1600). These sums were paid but ‘they were killed anyway’ and thrown on the street. The slaughtered
men (all 31 named by OSG) included fathers of up to nine children and a teacher, but were mainly
young men. (60)

8. Hundreds of civilians were killed when government forces launched attacks on villages in North and
West Showa at the beginning of 2023 (after the signing of the COHA agreement Nov 2022). The
campaign began in Fiche and Dera (Darra) districts of North Showa, then about one week later in
Warra Jarso district. This was followed by attacks in Daro, Hidabu and Liban Qachame (North Showa),
‘Da’ee Selassie’ and several attacks in Faji Ejerso (West Showa). Attacks began with drones and heavy
artillery and were followed up with ground troops. OSG’s informant estimated that the attacks in
January killed about 260 people in Liban Qachame, 180 in Faji Ejerso, 45 in Dera, 17 in ‘Daro’, 17 in
Hidabu and 5 in ‘Da’e Selassie’.

9. In mid-June 2023, within a single weekend, two atrocities occurred in Oosee kebele, about 25 km from
Garba Guracha (Kuyu district) North Showa. A woman bringing home oil from a market was stopped
on the road by government forces, accused of feeding OLA soldiers and killed on the spot. Another
five women were shot dead while tending their cattle, because ‘their husbands were not there’ and were
therefore presumed to have joined OLA.

10. Also, in Oosee kebele, at around the end of June, a breast-feeding mother was attacked by ENDF. Her
baby was taken from her. Her breasts were cut off before she was killed by having her throat cut.

11. In May and June 2023, there were reports of live burials of five persons (two teachers and three
students) in Mandi, West Wallega, and of six in Benguwa military camp, a few kilometres away, and
the burning to death in their homes of 12 people in Homa, West Wallega, all perpetrated by ENDF who
accused the victims of supporting OLA. (63)

12. A government military campaign involving aerial and heavy artillery attacks in North Showa,
September to November 2023, killed at least 100 civilians in the last two weeks of October alone. The
districts most severely affected were Darra, Warra Jarso, Hidabu Abote, Kuyu and Salalee. (64)

Killings of civilians as reprisal for battlefield losses

12. Some killings of individuals and groups are in reprisals for battlefield losses.

1. For example, at Wale Kilalo, a small place 15 km from Qaree Goha town (aka Goha Tsion), Warra
Jarso district, North Showa, is a school for pupils up to 8th grade. On 24 or 25 September 2023, ENDF
soldiers arrived in about seven small military vehicles, entered the school and opened fire, killing one
8th grade student and severely injuring another, in an unprovoked attack following an engagement with
OLA in a nearby lowland area. The soldiers shouted that they were shooting at the school-students
because they would ‘turn into OLA’. (64)

2. Other group killings following military defeats include that of 18 men in Warra Jarso district, North
Showa on 3 May 2022. Following military activity with OLA, combined government federal and
regional forces rounded up young Oromo men in the district, including those attending wedding
celebrations on 1 May, from Jamjam, Male and Aware localities, and detained them in several places.
They were detained because they spoke Oromo and were therefore considered supporters of OLA.
They were taken to a cliff top at Alante in the Nile valley on 3 May, shot dead while lying on the
ground with their hands tied, and then pushed off the cliff. (OSG Report 60 contains this information,
retrieved from the sole survivor of the incident.)

3. Between 14 and 16 June 2022, at least 50, probably hundreds, of Oromo residents of Gambella city
were killed after OLA and Gambella Liberation Movement fighters attacked a weapons depot in the
city the previous day. Oromo were rounded up in house-to-house searches, selected because they spoke
Afaan Oromo. Some were summarily executed on the street. Others were beaten to death by Gambella
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Region security forces and members of the public. Fifteen or more were shot dead by a police officer
when taking shelter in a police station in the city. Witnesses saw at least four trucks piled with bodies
being taken for burial and estimate that several hundred were killed. Videos show the shooting of H . . .
, with his hands tied behind his back and the beating and stoning to death of at least 12 civilians in a
public open space. (60, 62, 63)

Extrajudicial killings carried out to terrify and intimidate the civilian population

13. Group killings of prisoners are recorded which terrify and outrage the local population who are forced to
encounter culturally unthinkable atrocities. For example, the execution of 16 prisoners in Bishoftu, East Showa,
was carried out at the end of April 2022. The detainees included men from Wallega and Gindeberet, West
Showa, transferred from Finfinnee before being taken to the edge of a gulley, executed and thrown in. (60)

14. Other killings appear to have been casual and random. For example, a mother of two was killed by soldiers
when going to buy breakfast for her children on 19 June 2019 in Dire Dawa, East Hararge. Her body was left on
the street. Another, a mother of four in Kelay Birbir village, Lalo Asabi district, West Wallega, was shot in the
neck and killed while working on her farm on 20 May 2019, later reported to be the result of a wager by a
boastful soldier demonstrating his marksmanship. (52, 53)

15. The Karrayyu massacre, December 1, 2021, targeted venerated cultural spiritual leaders. Fourteen were shot
dead and another was tortured to death (59).

Killings by drone strikes

16. Killings in drone strikes have been indiscriminate. When groups of up to 40 farmers meet together outdoors
to gather their crops communally, they often attract bombardment by drones reportedly because they are
“suspected to be gatherings of OLA”. (63) These practices impact food production and harvest where these
strikes occur.

1. Drone attacks have killed hundreds of civilians in Oromia since killing over 300 in Tigray between
September 2021 and January 2022. Twenty were killed in Abune Gindeberet district, West Showa, on
22 April 2022. Several hundred died in six drone strikes in western Oromia, 20-24 October 2022,
including over 150 in Meta Wolkite and Chobi districts, and more in Jeldu and Gindeberet districts,
West Showa, Nuna Qumba in East Wallega and Fantale district, East Showa.

2. Further strikes hit Wama-Hagalo and Nuna Qumba in East Wallega on 30 October; Bila, West
Wallega, on 2 November 2022, killing over 69; Nejo, West Wallega, on 3 November; Mendi, West
Wallega, on 9 November, killing 33; Chobi again, on 14 November; Amaya, Southwest Showa on 22
November; and Begi, Qellem Wallega, on 26 November. Multiple strikes in the last week of November
2022 hit Kombolcha, Horo Guduru zone, and Faji Ejersa, Warra Jarso district, North Showa. About
another 80 were killed in Warra Jarso on 2 December. Social media reports were also circulated of
airstrikes in the Begi, Gidami, and Togo districts of West Wallega and Qellem Wallega zones on 5
December. (62)

3. On 25 December 2022, eight were killed by drone attack on a church compound in Horo Guduru zone;
two died in Dadu village, Kombolcha district, Horo Guduru on 8 January 2024; unknown numbers
were killed in an attack on Kombolcha on 10 January and at least two civilians died in several drone
and artillery assaults in Dadu, Kombolcha and Sulula Finca’a in Horo Guduru around mid-February
2024. There were two drone strikes in West Showa at the same time. (65)

17. As well as these drone attacks, heavy artillery bombardment on civilian areas was also reported at Nekemte
in East Wallega on 10 November and at Wadessa in Ambo district, West Showa, on 22 November 2022. (62)

War Crime witnessed in Tigray

18. A nurse who was interviewed by OSG in Cairo in October 2022 told how he was tortured to coerce him to
go to the Tigray war front, where he witnessed a war crime committed by ENDF forces against captured,
wounded Tigrayan soldiers. Although some were critically ill, all their injuries were recoverable. All the men
were conscious and had been interrogated. Nurses were handed pre-filled syringes by their superiors and
ordered to inject the wounded soldiers. Between 40 and 50 soldiers were treated this way from January to June
2022. They fell unconscious and died 2-3 hours later. (61)

Deaths from Torture

19. T . . . , in his sixties and believed to be from Bako, W Showa, was arrested with two others in Gafarsa,
Burayu area, Finfinnee, on 21 April, and tortured in Malka Gafarsa police station. He died from his torture
injuries in the first hour after midnight that night, in front of ten other prisoners who were being tortured with
him. His body was removed by police at about 5.30 a.m. and taken to an unknown place. (58)
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20. Two interviewees among refugees in Cairo reported close relatives had died in 2021 as a result of torture in
Ethiopia. M . . . , mother of five and sister of Interviewee 2, was detained in Chalanko prison, East Hararge, in
2021 and died of torture injuries after two months in detention. L . . . , 25 year-old wife of Interviewee 49, was
detained with their two month old baby for two one-year episodes between 2017 and 2021 in Adaba, West Arsi,
and died from torture injuries in July 2021, five months after release. (61)

Recommendation

21. We recommend that all civilian deaths caused by ENDF and Fano forces should be investigated and the
perpetrators brought to justice.

Establishment of Military Command Posts: systematic abuses by ENDF forces

22. Military Command Posts were not long established before the 2019 UPR and there were no specific
Recommendations concerning them and the abuses associated with them. Nonetheless, Ethiopia agreed to
comply with Recommendations concerning extrajudicial killing (163.200), torture (e.g. 163.155), rape (e.g.
163.290), food security (e.g. 163.238) and access to health care (e.g. 163.159 and 163.160). In addition, Ethiopia
agreed to ‘Hold accountable security forces that commit human rights violations’ (163.198), and ‘Investigate
and punish human rights violations which had occurred in various regions, in particular Amhara and Oromia . .
.’ (163.203). Although Ethiopia did not agree to implement Recommendations 163.201 or 163.218, in response
to 163.201, Ethiopia ‘committed to undertake effective and impartial investigations and ensure redress for
victims of human rights abuse’ and in response to 163.218, Ethiopia ‘committed to the protection of civil and
political rights.’

23. The actions of ENDF and especially those operating under the Military Command Post system have
abrogated each of these commitments.

24. Military Command Posts were established in Oromia Region at the end of 2018 and in early 2019. Unlike
the establishment of military rule in Amhara Region in August 2023, no permission from Parliament was sought
or granted for Oromia, making the condition on the ground deniable. In effect, every ENDF military camp is a
Command Post. There is no village or town in Oromia without checkpoints and road blocks in and out. People
do not leave their homes in the dark. No-one goes out into the countryside. Farming is inhibited.

25. Almost every OSG report since 2019 includes instances of destruction of homes, property and crops in
Oromia Region by ENDF, to deter support for OLF, OLA or the Qeerroo youth movement.

26. Examples of abuses and a brief first-hand description of life under the rule of a Military Command Post
follow.

1. In the second half of 2019, over 580 cattle were stolen, crops were destroyed, over 250 homes were
burnt down and over 500 civilians were detained in ENDF attacks in West Guji zone. (51)

2. ENDF burnt and destroyed 193 homes in Warra Jarso, North Showa, 3 May 2022; and 22 more on 11
May. They burned 38 homes in Abuna Gindeberet, West Showa from 1-6 June 2022. (60)

3. In January 2023, over 60 families in North Showa fled from Haro to Qaree Goha (also known as Goha
Tsion), 40 km from the Amhara Region border in Warra Jarso district, after being attacked and having
their homes burnt down by the ENDF. (63)

4. At least 100 civilians and a large number of livestock were killed, crops and many homes were burnt
during attacks by ENDF in North Showa in the last two weeks of October 2023. Affected districts
included Darra, Warra Jarso, Hidabu Abote, Kuyu

5. Information was sent to OSG on 1 November 2023 reporting the killing of at least 13 people when a
bomb was thrown by government forces at civilians living in Dirree Giccee village, Ilfata district, West
Showa. (64)

6. A local informant wrote on 15 January 2024 that in Horo Guduru, ‘all maize, cows and houses are
being fired by this government’. Government troops attacked many villages, burning at least 25 homes,
in reprisal for losses against OLA in Horo Guduru zone in February 2024 in the kind of operation
described above, eventually carried out systematically through the Command Post structure. (65)

Command Post conditions

27. Schools and other buildings are commandeered to serve as Command Post bases, as all life is interrupted
and overseen. For example, the Gudina Tumsa Foundation school in Fantale, East Showa, was turned into a
military base. (63)

28. A group of human rights defenders in West Wallega zone documented and reported the following to OSG.
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1. ‘On 29 January 2021 one higher army official came to Chalia military camp from Addis Ababa
(Finfinnee) and awarded the commander in chief’ . . . Sergeant Ebro Usen, a gold award . . . ‘for
killing 14 civilians around Chalia, burning and destroying houses’ and causing injuries. The document
details destruction and looting of 79 households, 74 in Guliso, two in Aira, two in Boji Cholorsa and
one in Genji. Crops and coffee plantations were burnt. Household furniture, televisions, solar panels,
money - 4000, 7000 and 11000 Birr - and in one case in Wayu Manie, Guliso district - the contents of a
whole shop, were stolen by government forces.

2. In West Wallega and Qellem Wallega, even government employees do not visit their families in the
countryside because ‘if the security forces meet them they just say you have connection with OLF
troops and arrest them or shoot them.’ When describing the destruction of property, the authors noted
‘it is also very difficult to take a picture because if they see someone taking a picture they just shoot’.

3. The commander of Chalia military camp, Ebro Usen, told a public gathering on 29 March 2021 that he
intended to kill OLF supporters, that he would kill anyone moving around after 6.00 pm, and that
permission was needed to attend health facilities. More than 90% of Oromo farmers are now disarmed,
unlike in Amhara Region.

4. Ebro Usen has seized televisions, refrigerators, honey, private cars, sheep and cattle. He slaughtered 14
cows of people who had been arrested and sold another seven at markets, three in Chalia, and four at
Aira market. ‘Even you can’t look at the security forces while they are passing by. If they found you
looking at the security forces, be it an old man or woman, they say ‘kneel down’ and kick [you].’ (56).

5. Sergeant Ebro Usen was personally responsible for killing 96 people and burning down 170 farms by
August 2021. (57)

6. He shot off fingers and hands of people after ordering that they be placed on or in the barrel of his rifle.
Under the Command Post, there is no transportation, no markets, no farming and no coffee grown. (58)

7. At least eight homes were burnt down, including five in Wayu Koli, Aira, on 13 August 2021. The
home of K . . . , farmer and father of Qeerroo members, in Maru village, Guliso, was burnt down
previously. It was burnt down for the second time on 23 December 2021, when he was shot dead. His
wife was forced to flee. Commodities were stolen or taken with only token payments from shops in
Maru village in August and Kusaye village in December. Items such as cigarettes, soap and biscuits
have been taken. Oromia Special Forces robbed ‘A . . . ’ of 6000 Birr in Sanki Dano, also in Guliso
district, when he was on the way to market. Soldiers behave with impunity and flaunt this. They
commandeer private cars and other vehicles, including ambulances. The defenders wrote ‘When the
peoples ask them why they do like this they say that it is the instruction from the government that they
are authorized to do whatever they want be it legal or illegal including murders.’ (59)

8. In addition to properties burnt down and deserted, and farms and coffee plantations left to ruin, small
businesses have been closed. In October and November 2021 alone, eight small businesses were shut
down in just two kebeles in Guliso district. Wora Dalle and Sanki Dano lost three shops, two tea-
houses, two tej houses and one small clinic - closed because its owner was suspected of supporting
OLA. Government forces are preventing the rebuilding of homes. Access to health care is no longer
possible for pregnant women. Internet is not available [except in large towns]. Mobile phone service is
intermittent at best. Even solar powered charging devices are confiscated by security forces, because
they may be used by OLA. (59)

29. The West Wollega human rights defenders group recapped the above abuses in its most recent report in
February 2024, reiterating, for example, such Command Post behaviours: that ambulances had only been used
for soldiers for the last four years, private vehicles continued to be commandeered or stolen, and that public
transport was very limited. In addition, the human rights defenders reported that only small amounts of money
can be taken from banks; businesses are impoverished because motor cycles are only permitted in limited areas;
media are jammed; medical supplies are scarce; and bribes are extorted for permission to take vehicles out of
towns, even for sick people and pregnant women to attend clinics to deliver their babies.

30. In Chalia town, money raised from the Oromo diaspora had been used to renovate the former residence of a
famous lawyer and turn it into a museum and centre for training youngsters in computer technology but ‘the
security forces took the centre by force. They took all the computers and use the centre as a military camp.’ (65)

Recommendation

31. We recommend that the Military Command Post structure be dissolved, civilian rule be resumed across
Oromia Region, that abuses by federal and regional Ethiopian security forces be investigated by UN Special
Rapporteurs and that perpetrators of abuse be held to account.
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i https://oromiasupport.org/osg-reports/
ii Fikadu Tessema, Prosperity Party leader in Oromia Region addressing the regional parliament at the end of
February 2021. https://dhalootaqube.wordpress.com/2021/03/01/fikadu-tesema-one-of-the-top-government-
officials-in-ethiopia-declared-war-against-the-oromo-people-saying-the-following/
iii Fano is the name given to nine armed paramilitary Amhara nationalist militia operating out of Amhara
Region.
iv Human rights defenders in West Wallega recorded 124 killings in five districts from October 2018 to April
2021. See https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Violations-in-West-Oromia_-Abuses-in-five-
districts-October-2018-April-2021-2.pdf . OSG had only recorded 19 of those killings. See Report 56, pp.9-14,
https://oromiasupport.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Violations-in-West-Oromia_-Abuses-in-five-districts-
October-2018-April-2021-2.pdf
v 1 minute 34 seconds to 4 minutes 40 seconds into Finfinnee News Network broadcast available at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFEbLPEcfo8&rco=1
vi See Endnote iii above.
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