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The 4th Universal Periodic Review: Human Rights in Ethiopia's Tigray Region

Submitting Evidence on Gross Violations of Human Rights, International Humanitarian
Law and Commission of International Crimes: War Crimes, Crime against Humanity, and

Genocide.
5 April 2024

In light of the profound alterations n the circumstances after the submission of the 2019 Universal
Periodic Review (UPR) recommendations for Ethiopia, it is infeasible to predicate interventions on these
guidelines for addressing the contemporary scenario. The commencement of a genocidal war in Tigray,
originating in November 2020 after the UPR submission, has transcended the realm of policy adjustments
or minor transgressions. Consequently, the focal point necessitates shifting toward mitigating the urgent
and profound humanitarian crisis precipitated by this war.

Acknowledging the structural shortcomings of the UPR mechanism, it's clear that the situation in Ethiopia
today demands greater international attention and action than the UPR mechanism is able to provide.
Instead of conscientiously addressing the UPR recommendations, Ethiopia has plunged into a state of
war, culminating in the lamentable loss of numerous civilian lives across diverse regions of the nation.
The dire circumstances in Tigray, where the war has engendered indescribable suffering and resulted in
the demise of over a million individuals, demand immediate and unwavering attention.

Given the unparalleled magnitude of human rights violations directed towards ethnic Tigrayans in Tigray
and beyond, our appraisal and subsequent recommendations must be tailored to confront the gravity of
this crisis. Swift and decisive measures must be implemented to halt the perpetration of atrocities and
provide swift relief to those affected by this catastrophic conflict. Furthermore, it is imperative to address
the broader context of ongoing atrocities in Tigray and other parts of Ethiopia, underscoring the urgent
need for international attention and action.

Introduction

As outlined in Article II(a-e) of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide, An intentional “Killing, causing serious bodily or mental harm, deliberately inflicting on the
group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part, imposing
measures intended to prevent births within the group, forcibly transferring children of the group to
another group” constitute genocide if committed systematically with “intention to destroy an ethnic,
national, racial, or religious group in whole or in part.”

Our submission document details the human rights violations in Tigray, Ethiopia, sourced from reputable
institutions like Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), Amnesty International (AI), Human Rights Watch
(HRW), the International Commission of Human Rights Expertise on Ethiopia (ICHREE), and Civil
Society Organizations (CSOs). It highlights egregious human rights violations, including killings,
displacement, sexual violence, and mass detentions by armed forces like the Ethiopian National Defense
Forces (ENDF), Eritrean Defense Forces (EDF), Amhara forces, and allies.

The evidence gathered from various reputable sources, including reports by international organizations
and firsthand testimonies, underscores the gravity of the situation. The war in Tigray has been
characterized by a deliberate strategy of depriving the region of essential services, including banking,
electricity, communication, and access to vital resources such as water, food, and medical supplies.
Moreover, the allied forces have unleashed a campaign of violence marked by ground offensives, aerial



bombardments, and widespread persecution1, resulting in the internal and external forced displacement of
over 2.1 million people from Western Tigray. The human toll is staggering, with an estimated 600,000
civilians killed2 and thousands more subjected to forced disappearance. Additionally, the destruction of
infrastructure, including health3 and educational facilities4, public and private properties, livestock, and
agricultural land, has left the region devastated5.

The allied forces, including ENDF, EDF, Amhara Special Force, Amhara Militia, and Amhara Fano, have
perpetrated ethnic-based mass killings and other atrocities across Tigray. These actions suggest they are
following a consistent pattern under superior political and military commands. Their explicit intention
appears to be annihilating the Tigrayan population or significantly reducing the number of men of
fighting age. Preparatory statements made by the Ethiopian and Eritrean governments before the war
clearly demonstrate such intentions.

Preparation, Incitement, and Unveiling of Intent to War Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity, and
Genocide in Tigray

Since assuming power, both Abiy Ahmed and Isaias Afwerki, along with their high-ranking security
officials, have engaged in covert and overt travels between the capitals of Ethiopia and Eritrea. Abiy
Ahmed has entered into secretive bilateral agreements with Isaias, excluding Tigray from the negotiation
process, despite suspicions that these agreements may be detrimental to the existence of the Tigrayan
population. These actions were carried out under the guise of forging a peace deal to resolve the
longstanding 'no peace, no war' stalemate between the two nations. Noteworthy is Isaias Afwerki's public
declaration, where he ominously proclaimed, "Game over, Woyane!"—indicating his government's
readiness to support Ethiopia in an armed war. Similarly, Abiy Ahmed has spoken of a "sandwich" plan
being devised in collaboration with Eritrean and Amhara forces.

The evidence strongly suggests that the Ethiopian government, with support from the Eritrean and
Amhara factions, had planned the destruction of ethnic Tigrayans well before the war began. ABC News
uncovered covert intentions of Ethiopian officials to commit genocide against Tigrayans, revealing the
war's true objectives. High-ranking Ethiopian officials reportedly conveyed these intentions to Pekka
Havvisto, former special envoy of the European Union, indicating a deliberate plan to eradicate the
Tigrayan population and regress their societal progress by a century.6

In a discourse reflecting a similar sentiment but with distinct articulation, Daniel Kibret, the social advisor
to the Prime Minister, elucidates the government's policy statement regarding its genocidal intent as
follows:

1 Jordan Luber (2022) "Better Than Bullets: Ethiopia is Committing War Crimes by Starving Civilian Populations in the
Ethiopian Civil War," American University International Law Review: Vol. 37: Iss. 3, Article 6. Available at:
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/auilr/vol37/iss3/6
2 Global war tracker, https://www.cfr.org/global-war-tracker/war/war-
ethiopia#:~:text=By%20the%20time%20the%20Pretoria,had%20killed%20approximately%20600%2C000%20people
3 Addis Standard, “Two-year war leaves 86% of Tigray’s healthcare facilities devastated: new report”, Oct 5/2023.
https://addisstandard.com/news-two-year-war-leaves-86-of-tigrays-healthcare-facilities-devastated-new-
report/#:~:text=The%20report%20discloses%20that%20an,medical%20equipment%20remains%20partially%20nonfunctional.
4 OMNA Tigray, “An Attack on Education is an Attack on Life Itself”, March 2023. https://omnatigray.org/an-attack-on-
education/
5 Jordan Luber (2022) "Better Than Bullets: Ethiopia is Committing War Crimes by Starving Civilian Populations in the
Ethiopian Civil War," American University International Law Review: Vol. 37: Iss. 3, Article 6. Available at:
https://digitalcommons.wcl.american.edu/auilr/vol37/iss3/6
6 AlJazeera. Ethiopian leaders said they would ‘wipe out’ Tigrayans: EU envoy - Pekka Haavisto said that Ethiopian leadership
told him in February that they wanted ‘to destroy the Tigrayans’. 18 Jun 2021
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/6/18/ethiopian-leaders-said-they-would-wipe-out-tigrayans-eu-envoy
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"We shall not seek to comprehend Weyane (explicitly referring to the TPLF, implicitly
Tigrayans); rather, we must eradicate them completely. Consider, for example, Tasmania, an
island situated in Southern Australia. British settlers there entirely annihilated the Tasmanian
tribes until only a sole survivor remained—a single individual left to perpetuate the race. They
utterly exterminated them. This is the approach we must adopt; only by complete eradication can
we resolve the problem. As I've stated previously, the 'disease' of 'weyaneness' must be eradicated
on three fronts: firstly, its physical existence must be obliterated, ensuring it ceases to exist
physically. Secondly, the notion of 'weyaneness' must be eradicated entirely, not even allowed to
persist as an idea. 'Weyane' should be perceived as a monstrous entity; we must educate our
children to regard 'weyane' as a monster, a devil. When people utter 'weyane,' they should invoke
a curse, crossing their arms to ward off the devil. Never should 'weyane' be mentioned or thought
of. We must impart this to our children; we should not say 'they (weyane) did this because…'
Given that 'weyane' is a severe affliction that has plagued Ethiopia, even its mention should be
followed by invoking a protective invocation. Avoid proximity to it in any form—do not read
literature about it, do not look at images of 'weyane.' 'Weyane' is also a contagious malady;
merely hearing about it or encountering any reminders of 'weyane' can infect you. Therefore,
steer clear of it. Thirdly, from a historical standpoint, 'weyane' must not endure or find a place in
Ethiopian history. It has had its share. Henceforth, it must be expunged from history, utterly
forgotten. Regardless of future changes in the country, any remnants that could prompt
recollection must be obliterated; no vestiges shall remain. Statues erected by 'weyane' must be
demolished, names it bestowed upon places or institutions—anything that serves as a
reminder—must be erased from memory, ensuring we never remember it."7

The incitement to commit genocide against Tigrayans has resulted in alarming consequences on the
ground. Ethiopian forces and their allies have committed atrocities, including indiscriminate killings,
mass detentions, sexual violence, deliberate starvation tactics, and obstruction of humanitarian aid.
Disturbingly, an Amhara elite figure has advocated for criminalizing the name "Tigray," akin to tactics
used against Biafra, aiming to erase the Tigrayan identity.

Similarly, Agegnehu Teshager, a former president of the Amhara National Regional State, publicly urged,
"These people [Tigrayans] are the enemies of all Ethiopians, enemies of the Oromo, enemies of the Afar,
enemies of Gambella, enemies of the Somali. Until these enemies [the people of Tigray] are eradicated,
we shall not find relief."8 Following this incitement to collectively exterminate the perceived enemy
[ethnic Tigrayans], instances of ethnic profiling and mass arrests have been documented in Addis Ababa,
Gondar, and Bahir Dar.

During the early stages of the war, Debebe Eshetu, an artist, made a genocidal call against Tigrayans,
stating, "There are hyenas, I have something to say to Dr. Abiy, there is a saying... eat the hyena before it
devours you... Let's devour the hyenas and repent! We will be blessed."9 Such dangerous rhetoric
contributes to the escalation of violence and poses a grave threat to the safety and well-being of ethnic
Tigrayans.

Another Amhara scholar, Tilahun Yilma, Professor Emeritus of Medical Microbiology and Immunology
at UC Davis, solemnly pledged: "This is the course of action we must pursue. When dealing with cancer,
alongside surgical intervention, the individual undergoes chemical and radiation therapy. This is because
if even a single cancer cell remains untreated, it has the potential to proliferate and metastasize,
ultimately leading to the demise of the patient. Similarly, Woyane is likened to cancer. Therefore, not a
single Woyane should be spared, and we must implement a concerted program to track down and

7 Ethiopia’s national television EBC shared a YouTube video of Daniel Kibret on December 17, 2021

8 https://tigraigenocide.com/videos/
9 https://tigraigenocide.com/videos/
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eliminate all Woyanes."10

Andargachew Tsige, a British citizen of Ethiopian descent, also engaged in dangerous rhetoric, urging
soldiers to commit genocide against the Tigrayans. He passionately preached to the soldiers, stating, "I
tell you, you must not hesitate to resort to the most barbaric of cruelties when confronting them. You must
show no mercy; you must exceed the limits of what our ethnic Amhara or Ethiopian cultural values would
permit."11 Reports indicate that the Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF) and its allies have indeed
employed barbaric and brutal methods of killing, rape, torture, and shelling. Videos, many of which were
recorded by the soldiers themselves, reveal the savage massacres of ethnic Tigrayans. Notable examples
include footage showing scores of young men being shot off a cliff, the burning alive of an ethnic
Tigrayan in Benishangul Gumuz, which circulated widely on social media12, and incidents of inserting hot
metal rods into Tigrayan genitals, nails, and other objects into women's genitals. Such rhetoric constitutes
a clear incitement to commit the crime of genocide against the Tigrayans.

Furthermore, religious leaders have also espoused similar hate speech, offering their blessings and
financial support to the army. Michael, the Archbishop of Northern Gondar, publicly declared, "It is
preferable to be governed by the devil (Satan) than to be governed by these [Tigrayans]."13

Moreover, a Fano vigilante militiaman, revered as a hero by the Amhara people, attempted to legitimize
and religiously justify the killing of Tigrayans. He asserted, "I believe that killing a Tigrayan holds merit
in heaven." Additionally, he outlined a strategy for the extermination of Tigrayans, stating, "The Amhara
population stands at 30 million while the Tigrayans number 6 million. If we allocate six million Amhara
to eradicate six million Tigrayans, then the remainder will be liberated."14 All such perilous rhetoric was
disseminated through the regional government's media outlet, the Amhara Media Corporation.

Documented Evidence of Atrocities

Numerous campaigns inciting genocide have resulted in devastating massacres, forced deportations, and
other crimes against ethnic Tigrayans. MSF reported an incident where their vehicle and two buses were
stopped, and passengers were forced to disembark. At least four men were summarily executed in front of
MSF staff, and the driver was assaulted and threatened with his life.15

AI and HRW 's joint report documented numerous gross human rights violations, particularly in Western
Tigray. A few sample testimonies from survivors include the following16:

Fthawi, a 38-year-old teacher from the city, recounted how Amhara police, militia, and Fano
forces went door-to-door issuing ultimatums, demanding to know the whereabouts of Tigrayans.

Zemede, a 48-year-old tailor, explained that he received one such warning and asked where he
was expected to go. The response he received was chilling: "We don’t care! Just leave our town.
If you don’t leave within 24 hours, we will replicate the Mai-Kadra incident in Humera." When

10 Broadcasted on Jan 2, 2022, on Ethiopia’s national TV EBC broadcast, https://tigraigenocide.com/videos/
11 https://tigraigenocide.com/videos/, see also Will Brown, the telegraph https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-
security/briton-released-death-row-accused-inciting-genocide-ethiopia/
12 DW referring to the findings of Ethiopian Huna Right Commission(EHRC) reported roasting of Tigrayan alive and massacre
and subsequent burning of bodies of other eight Tigrayans. https://www.dw.com/en/ethiopian-forces-burned-tigrayan-man-alive-
says-ehrc-rights-body/a-61112671
13 Ibid
14 The inciting video found at this link; https://twitter.com/GebrekirstosG/status/1336617253664677888
15 BBC. Ethiopia's Tigray conflict: MSF 'witnessed soldiers killing civilians' on 25 March 2021
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-56524991
16 Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, “We Will Erase You from This Land”, P.144, April 2022
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Zemede expressed concern about blocked roads, he was callously informed that it did not matter,
and the perpetrators departed.

Survivors' testimonies reveal ethnic-based targeting, with warnings to vacate areas under threat of
violence. The organized attacks indicate intent to eradicate the Tigrayan population, seen in assaults on
fleeing civilians, destruction of IDP camps, and execution of men of fighting age.

Atrocities in various regions of Tigray show consistent patterns. Young men of fighting age are
systematically targeted based on ethnicity, with even children as young as 5 or 6 becoming victims,
perhaps to prevent future retaliation. Women, the elderly, and individuals with disabilities also suffer.
Former TPLF veterans are executed. All demographics within the Tigrayan community—children, youth,
adults, elderly, women, girls, and those with disabilities—are indiscriminately attacked solely based on
ethnicity. The joint investigation conducted by AI and HRW includes witness accounts confirming the
intentions of the Amhara forces, stating, "...they [Amhara forces] stated their intent to annihilate Tigray
and its male population."17 As promised, a massacre occurred on January 17, 2021, near the Tekeze River
bridge, where approximately 60 Tigrayan men were summarily executed by Amhara militias and local
residents18.

An investigative report by CNN has uncovered that thousands of Tigrayans are enduring life-threatening
conditions while detained in concentration camps in Humera, Western Tigray, solely based on their
ethnicity. The joint report unveils survivor testimonies from the concentration camps in Western Tigray,
wherein detainees were subjected to harrowing remarks such as, "'You [Tigrayans] don’t deserve air. You
shouldn’t even be alive; you are not humans'" and "'...you expect us to give you medicine when we want
you to die?'". Guards were reported to have callously declared, "'You don’t deserve any food. Death is
nothing for you; we want you to suffer before you die.'" These testimonies lay bare the genocidal intent of
the government's policy: rather than seeking to ethnically cleanse the area, specifically Western Tigray, it
aims to annihilate the people of Tigray. Niema Elgabir, CNN’s senior international correspondent,
highlighted that many Tigrayans have fled to Sudan to evade execution by the Ethiopian and allied forces.
Furthermore, CNN's documentary underscores that the findings exhibit all the indicators of ethnic
cleansing and genocide as outlined in the Genocide Convention. According to the joint report by AI and
HRW, ethnic Tigrayans were deliberately singled out for targeting. The report asserts, "...it is because you
are Amhara that you are spared. You would have been killed with them."19

Following the advancement of Tigrayan forces towards Addis Ababa, Mesay Mekonnen, a journalist
working at ESAT, conveyed a message to the government stating, "Message to the government: It is
never too late. Ethnic Tigrayans, even those with no affiliation to the TPLF, must be detained in mass
concentration camps."20 As a consequence of this message, hundreds of thousands of ethnic Tigrayans
residing outside of Tigray, regardless of age, gender, or health status, have been forcibly relocated to
concentration camps across the country. Consequently, they have been subjected to numerous human
rights violations, resulting in the loss of many lives due to the lack of access to medicine, food, water and
the poor conditions prevailing in the concentration camps. Women and young girls have been particularly
vulnerable, enduring rape and various forms of sexual violence.

17 Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, “We Will Erase You from This Land”, P.110, April 2022
18 ETHIOPIA: CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY IN WESTERN TIGRAY ZONE on April 4, 2022
https://www.amnesty.org.au/ethiopia-crimes-against-humanity-in-western-tigray-zone/#:~:text=Tekeze%20River%20bridge%2
massacre%20On%20January%2017,60%20Tigrayan%20men%20by%20the%20Tekeze%20River

19 Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International, “We Will Erase You from This Land”, April 2022. See also
https://www.google.com/search?q=Investigative+report+of+CNN+Niema+Elgabir+on+atrocities+in+western+Tigray&oq=Invest
igative+report+of+CNN+Niema+Elgabir+on+atrocities+in+western+Tigray&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCjQ4M
DQwajBqMTWoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
20 ESAT TV broadcasting on 30th of October 2021
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BBC phone interviews with Mahbere Dego residents, one reported that in January of the same year, the
Ethiopian army forcibly took away 73 men, including three of his relatives who remain missing. Another
resident confirmed his brother was among those killed in the January 2021 massacre, despite the
government declaring victory in the war the previous November. Witnesses recounted dialogue captured
in video clips, which included statements such as "We should not free these people. Not even one of them
should be spared," and "We have to get this on video, how these people die." Additionally, there were
remarks expressing a lack of mercy and even discussing burning the victims' bodies.21

In Axum, over 1,000 civilians were massacred on November 28 and 29, 2020, during a devastating
onslaught by the ENDF and the EDF. Many were ruthlessly murdered during house-to-house searches
and direct shootings by the EDF. This tragedy occurred as individuals gathered to celebrate the holy
festivity of Axum Tsion St. Mary, an annual pilgrimage on November 29. Testimonies from 62 residents,
mainly families of victims, confirm this. A priest reported burying over 100 individuals in a mass grave,
with many others laid to rest in other churches.22

Dengelat, a small village near Edga Hamus in Tigray, Ethiopia, is known for its ancient rock-hewn
Marian Dengelat church. The village holds its annual festivity on November 29, coinciding with the
Axum Tsion Mary monastery celebration. On November 29, 2020, the EDF arrived and perpetrated a
tragic event similar to the one in Axum. On November 29 and 30, 2020, they mercilessly killed more than
154 civilians gathered for the religious festivity. Among the victims were newly married couples and
members of several families. Families of the victims endure profound trauma as their loved ones remain
buried at their home entrances.23

The Massacres in Rural Adwa, Central Zone of Tigray

Eritrean soldiers committed horrific massacres in Mariam Shewito and Endabagerima villages from
October 25-30, 2023. In Mariam Shewito, over 92 civilians were brutally killed. Witnesses described
soldiers conducting house-to-house searches, abusing and executing male family members, slaughtering
animals, pillaging homes, and destroying crops. Survivors recounted chilling threats and disdain towards
the Tigrayan people.

Informants recounted occasions when they attempted to appeal to the Eritrean soldiers, asserting kinship,
only to be met with dismissive responses such as "We don’t know you...we have nothing to do with you."
A survivor recalled overhearing Eritrean soldiers telling victims, "We have come here to destroy you
[Tigrayans]...we will seek revenge and annihilate you [Tigrayans]...we will leave no one standing."24

Another informant reported hearing the Eritrean soldiers disparaging them [Tigrayans] as "liars, trash,
thieves..."25 The veracity of these statements has been corroborated by multiple credible sources of
information.

21 BBC. Evidence suggests Ethiopian military carried out massacre in Tigray on 1 April 2021 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
africa-56603022

22 Interview made on Jun 22, 2022 to July 14, 2022 by experts of Tigray genocide inquiry commission with three key informants,
32 eye witnesses most of whom families of the victims and other 27 residents.
23 Interview made on December 22, 2023 by experts of Tigray genocide inquiry commission with 7 eye witnesses who are
families of the killed victims.
24 An interview made with a survivor of massacre and three other witnesses who have victim family members of the massacre,
conducted in the village of Mariam Shewito, June 20, 2023.
25 An Interview made with a survivor and two other witnesses who have victim family members, conducted in the village of
Mariam Shewito, June 20, 2023.
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In Endabagerima, 90 villagers were victims of indiscriminate violence. Soldiers followed orders to kill
men, women, and children, even attacking patients seeking healing. Homes were ransacked, crops
destroyed, and animals slaughtered. Survivors endured the anguish of unburied loved ones, with soldiers
and commanders showing callous disregard as they carried out orders to eradicate the Tigrayan presence.

For instance, at a faith healing place called ‘Endabahadera,’ where patients sought healing through holy
water, the soldiers killed 11 unidentified patients, whose remains lie in a mass grave. They looted
valuables, destroyed crops using tanks and animals, and contaminated flour and honey. Virtually every
household in the village had their goats, oxen, or other animals slaughtered. Among other destruction, 179
homes and 5,600 animal feed supplies were intentionally burned down. Some Eritrean soldiers were heard
expressing remorse, stating, “We did not follow orders...we were ordered to kill any Tigrayan male above
the age of 7 so that Tigray would vanish.”26 Testimonies also revealed instances where civilians
questioned the soldiers' actions, only to be met with the soldiers' justification that they were ordered to
kill individuals aged 7 to 60.27 When some individuals pleaded with higher commanders to retrieve the
bodies of their loved ones, they were callously dismissed with remarks like, “This is the least you
deserve...you do not deserve burial.”28

The Massacre at Ayninbirkekin Village in the Degua Temben district, South Eastern Zone of
Tigray

Based on in-depth interviews, it was found that 48 civilians were executed by a joint operation of the
ENDF and EDF in this village from December 3rd to 5th, 2021. However, some key informants
suggested the number could be as high as 60, noting that some victims' identities were unknown and their
bodies consumed by animals. Victims included farmers, priests, deacons, and nuns. Villagers fled towards
the mountains upon hearing soldiers approaching, but not all escaped. Many victims were killed
indiscriminately at home, regardless of age or status. Witnesses returning to bury the dead observed
numerous bodies in the village.

Informants reported that the ENDF and EDF were operating jointly, going door to door, seeking targets
for killing, whether human or animal, burning crops, looting properties, incinerating animal fodder, and
destroying agricultural equipment. According to them, the majority of the killings were carried out by
Eritrean soldiers.29 Informants who lost family members during the massacre stated that some EDF
soldiers expressed their motives, saying, "We are here because we want to destroy Tigray for what it did
in the 1990s."30 Other informants added, "The ENDF's intention seemed to be driven by hatred, while for
the Eritreans, it was more about reprisal, as evidenced by their words. They were heard singing a song
that goes, 'Bitesea zgbrkayo Zresae do elkayo'31 (Do you think we forgot what you did to us in the 1990s),
referring to the Ethio-Eritrea war." Many witnesses reported hearing Eritrean soldiers stating, "We are
here (in Tigray) to quench our thirst for Tigrayans' blood."32

Mass Stoning in Myhadi, HinTalo District of South Eastern Zone of Tigray

26 An interview made with four key informants who have firsthand information and who have victim family members and two
eye witnesses, conducted in the village of Endabagerima, June 30, 2023.
27 An interview made with two key informants corroborated by other two witnesses who have victim family members, conducted
in the village of Endabagerima, June 30, 2023.
28 Ibid.
29 An interview made with five key informants who have victim family members, conducted in the village of Ayninbirkekin,
May 4, 2022.
30 An interview made with a key informant who has victim family members, conducted in the village of Ayninbirkekin, May 4,
2022.
31 An interview made with four key informants who have victim family members and two eye witnesses, conducted in the village
of Ayninbirkekin, May 4, 2022.
32 An interview made with four key informants who have victim family members and two eye witnesses, conducted in the village
of Ayninbirkekin, May 4, 2022.



On April 10, 2022, twelve members of a family, all men, were carrying a pregnant family member on a
stretcher who was in labor. They were attempting to take her to a hospital located in a nearby town since
the health center in their village had been looted and destroyed during the war. However, the group
encountered members of the ENDF who stopped and interrogated them. Upon hearing their explanation
about the urgent need to take the pregnant woman to the hospital, the soldiers ordered that only one
person could accompany her while the rest would be detained. According to a 61-year-old man who
miraculously survived the atrocity despite sustaining heavy injuries, the soldiers immediately began to
whip them and referred to them as 'Junta.' The witness recounted hearing the military commander stating,
"Unless these Tigrayans vanish from this earth, they could not let us live peacefully."33 Following this
speech, the commander ordered the soldiers, "Kill them all but do not waste bullets on them; kill them
with stones.”34

According to his orders, the soldiers began stoning each of the 11 relatives to death. The witness vividly
recalls the harrowing situation: "We all were screaming like animals." He adds, "Being killed with a bullet
is a dignified death as you can die right away, but that killing was truly barbaric." The pregnant woman,
who lost ten family members, expressed her profound grief, saying, "I wished it was me who died that
day. They finished them all … How can a person be killed using stones? Even being killed by a bullet
would have been a mercy in those days." Another witness of the atrocity, who the soldiers ordered to
accompany the woman in labor while his 11 family members were detained, recounted his heartbreaking
experience. On his way back home the next day with the new baby and the mother, he discovered the
bodies of his family members disfigured with large stones beyond recognition. He reported, "I saw men
killed with stones like snakes."35 The bodies of the victims were later buried in mass graves, collected and
wrapped with raincoats.

The Irob Massacres and Ongoing Atrocities

As part of its devastating invasion that commenced on November 20, 2020, the EDF, along with its
mechanized units, initiated an indiscriminate shelling campaign across the Irob region, targeting civilian
settlements. Particularly noteworthy are the events that unfolded from January 5 to 7, 2021 (from the eve
of Ethiopian Christmas to the following day), during which EDF soldiers were responsible for the deaths
of 24 civilians in the Edamossa Sub-district, 13 civilians in a village known as Gama Da36, seven civilians
in Awo village37, five civilians in Maga Uma village (with three more in the Alitena sub-district)38, seven
civilians in Dewhan and Ka La asa39, nine civilians in the Agerelekoma Subdistrict40, and five civilians in
Hareze-Sebata and Arae sub-districts41. Additionally, we have documented the deaths of 20 civilians at
various times and locations within the district.

Despite challenges in comprehensive documentation, with approximately 60% of the district being
occupied by Eritrean forces, we have verified the killings of 94 civilians aged 6 months to 80 years old.
Additionally, 218 civilian deaths were documented due to lack of food and essential health services

33 An interview made with a survivor of the incident, conducted at 20-Adi Wojerat, May 3, 2022.
34 Ibid.
35 An interview made with an eye witness who has seen firsthand the bodies of the victims disfigured by stones, conducted at 20-
adi wojerat, May 4, 2022.
36 Interview made on June 22, 2022 and February 5, 2023 with one survivor, five victims’ families and three eyewitnesses and
three key informants on
37 Interview made on June 21, 2022 and February 6, 2023 with three eye witnesses out of whom two are family members of the
victims and one key informant
38 Interview made on June 21, 2022 and February 5, 2023 with three eye witnesses and one key informant
39 Interview made on June 26, 2022 and Feburary 7, 2023 with five family members of victims out of whom three are eye
witnesses two key informants
40 Interview made on February 8, 2023 with three eye witnesses
41 Interview made on June 27, 2022 and February 7, 2023 with three eye witnesses



resulting from the extended siege and blockade endured by the region.42 Out of the 94 civilians killed by
the EDF, 20 were killed after the Ceasefire of Hostilities Agreement (CoHA). Additionally, of the 29
documented cases of civilians forcibly disappeared by the EDF, 20 were taken away after the CoHA, and
their whereabouts remain unknown.

The district, home to the indigenous Irob people deserving minority protection rights, has an estimated
population of 40,000 to 50,00043. Over 25% of this occupation occurred after the CoHA, including the
main road from Adigrat to the district, which is currently blocked. More than 50% of the population has
been displaced to various parts of Tigray as internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees abroad.44

Evidence indicates that EDF soldiers committed widespread sexual violence, including rape, gang rape,
sexual slavery, and other forms of abuse in the district. Some mothers were reportedly gang-raped at
bloodbath sites of their sons while pleading to bury them45. After the CoHA, 14 women and girls,
including three underage individuals, reported rapes to health institutions. Elders and women, if not
killed, were confined to their homes in all Irob villages, mirroring the situation across Tigray46.

In Kala Asa village, Irob, from January 1 to 9, 2021, EDF soldiers confined elders and women indoors
while taking away youngsters, students, and elderly males. Gunfire was heard, and residents were ordered
not to open their doors. Days later, villagers witnessed dogs carrying human body parts, adding to the
anguish of families.47. Currently, EDF expanded its occupation and continues to abduct people daily and
perpetuate sexual abuse. The siege persists without health, education, banking, or humanitarian aid.
People of Irob are coerced into changing their identity and obtaining Eritrean ID cards.

Gemhalo Massacre in Tahtay Adyabo, Northwestern Tigray

On September 8, 2022, 88 civilian Tigrayans, mainly farmers, were brutally killed by EDF in Gemhalo48.
Victims endured torture with molten sugar before being mercilessly murdered in Medabe. Eyewitnesses
confirmed EDF soldiers continued violence, killing civilians indiscriminately, abducting many, and
looting properties. Over 70 individuals were reportedly abducted, with their whereabouts unknown.
Despite the CoHA agreement, EDF atrocities persisted. In January 2023, soldiers seized 500 cattle, and in
March 2023, in Sefa village, 180 cattle were confiscated from civilians in Tahtay Adyabo.

The Massacres in Northwestern Tigray

In the Seyemti Adyabo and Maekelay Adyabo areas of Northwestern Tigray, the EDF inflicted
unspeakable atrocities on civilians. Between October 14-16, 202249, and on various dates in November
2020 and 2021, EDF soldiers brutally murdered over 77 individuals, targeting predominantly farmers and
youths seeking refuge. In Seyemti Adyabo, 53 lives were senselessly taken, including elderly priests
beaten and burned alive. Meanwhile, in Maekelay Adyabo, 24 civilians fell victim to multiple massacres,
with reports of torture, property destruction, and livestock slaughter rampant50. The EDF's relentless
assault spared no one, leaving communities shattered and traumatized. Innocent civilians faced arbitrary

42 Interview made on December 21-28, 2023 with 17 eye witnesses of whom 11 are family members and reported testimony of
12 key informants
43 The 2007 national census and subsequent population growth projection
44 Interview made on February 9, 2023 with 2 key informants, report of eastern zone IDP coordinators of March 2023
45 Interview made on June 22, 2022 with a survivor
46 Medical records of survivors, and interview made on December 17, 2023 with two key informants
47 Interview made on June 24, 2022 with four eye witness family members and one key informant
48 Interview made on June 6, 2023 with a survivor, a family member of a victim and two key informants
49 Interviews made with 8 witnesses and key informants on June 8, 2023, two of the witnesses are families of the victims
50 Interview made on April 2022 with 16 witnesses and key informants, of which 10 are family and relatives of victims



detention, torture, and forced abduction, perpetuating the cycle of suffering in an already devastated
region. The wanton destruction of property, including churches and homes, further underscored the
gravity of the atrocities committed.

According to eyewitnesses, on September 30, 2022, EDF soldiers descended upon a house near a village
known as Hiret. Inside the house, 34 civilians sought refuge, predominantly women and children, fearing
execution51. Furthermore, over 80 youths were arbitrarily detained and subjected to torture for a week,
further exacerbating the anguish endured by the community. Reports also indicate that many individuals
were forcibly abducted by the EDF soldiers, adding to the agony and trauma experienced by the residents.

Massacres in Rural Adwa, Tigray

The Debregenet Massacre in Rural Adwa, Tigray, and the Tahtay Legomti Massacre in the same region
illustrate the brutalities endured during wartime. In Debregenet52, 84 civilians were ruthlessly killed by
EDF soldiers on October 23, 2022, including families coerced into digging their own graves before
execution. Similarly, in Tahtay Legomti, 47 civilians lost their lives due to indiscriminate gunfire and
systematic killings orchestrated by Eritrean and ENDF forces on December 23, 2020, and October 23,
202253, respectively. These horrific incidents underscore the indiscriminate violence against civilians
perpetrated by allied forces in Tigray.

The Massacre of Bora in the Southern Zone of Tigray

On January 8, 2021, Ethiopian, Eritrean, and Amhara forces launched a brutal assault on Bora. According
to the TIC, over 175 civilians lost their lives within two days, with the actual toll potentially surpassing
200, underscoring the indiscriminate targeting of civilians and the severity of the attack. The soldiers
continued to enter house-to-house and raped every female from age 12 to 75 years old. They were
beating, dragging, and threatening them, saying, “All you Tigrians must wipe out from the surface of this
country; you are pests of the country; we must avoid you.” The other very inhuman incident was when the
soldiers refused families of victims to bury the corpses of the victims54. Another witness, whose two sons
were killed by the soldiers in front of him, said, “We asked them to bury the remains of the victims, they
refused; we beg them, but the response was awful, they warned us not to try to bury. We were forced to
leave the corpses thrown on every corner of the town. Thus, dogs and other wild animals ate the dead
bodies. They humiliated and despised us badly.”55

In a tragic incident on January 8, 2021, soldiers stormed our home and accused my husband of hiding a
gun. “Despite his pleas of innocence, they mercilessly beat him and then shot him three times. They
warned me not to cry or bury his body,"56 recounted a witness whose husband fell victim to coalition
soldiers. Three other witnesses corroborated this harrowing event. Another survivor, who lost his two
brothers that same day, recounted how the soldiers targeted them, expressing a desire for the
disappearance of Tigrians. The family was warned against burying the corpses, which were laid to rest
three days later without any proper ceremony.57

51 Interview made on January 12, 2024 with 2 eye witnesses
52 The information was gathered by the Commission through multiple data gathering methods including in-depth interview with
victims survived from the killings, witnesses who attended the incidents, families of deceased victims, key informants with direct
knowledge of the alleged human rights atrocities on the basis of their prior informed consent, case studies, on-site visit and
review of documents.
53 Interview on June 8, 2023 with four eye witnesses of whom two are direct family members of the four victims and attended the
killings by their eyes and other two witnesses who participated in the burial in Endamariam Tsiet Church.
54 Interview made on June 21, 2022 with two eye witnesses
55 Interview made on June 27, 2022 with an eye witness whose two sons killed
56 Interview made on June 18, 2022 with four eye witness whose husbands is killed by the ENDF led coalition forces
57 Interview made on July 01, 2022 with a survivor eye witness whose two brothers killed in front of him



Recommendations for Ethiopia

Acceptance of International Norms: The international acceptance of norms on crimes against humanity
signifies a global consensus against severe human rights violations committed on a large scale. These
norms, outlined in international legal instruments like the Rome Statute, condemn acts such as murder,
torture, and rape targeting civilian populations. They emphasize prevention, accountability, and justice for
victims, often through cooperation with international bodies like the ICC.

1. Cease Human Rights Violations: The Ethiopian government must immediately cease all human rights
violations, including extrajudicial killings, mass detentions, forced displacement, and ethnic-based
targeting, deportation, and ethnic cleansing, in compliance with the Ceasefire of Hostilities Agreement
(CoHA), which has not been fully implemented. Ensure the discontinuation of ongoing human rights
violations in the occupied areas by non-ENDF forces by compelling such forces to withdraw, according to
CoHA. Guarantee the return of IDPs and refugees to their homes and ensure their security and
establishment at home.
2. End Ethnic Targeting: Implement measures to end the targeting of ethnic Tigrayans across the
country, including dismantling concentration camps, releasing detainees held solely based on their
ethnicity, including Tigrayan former ENDF members, and ensuring the safety and security of all ethnic
groups within Ethiopia while adhering to CoHA terms.
3. Accountability and Justice: Establish an independent and impartial investigation into all allegations
of human rights violations and violations of humanitarian law in Tigray, ensuring that perpetrators,
regardless of their position or affiliation, are held accountable for their actions through fair trials, despite
challenges posed by the ongoing occupation of Tigray.
4. Humanitarian Access: Ensure unhindered access for humanitarian organizations to provide aid and
assistance to affected populations in Tigray and other regions of Ethiopia in accordance with CoHA.
Guarantee the safety and security of humanitarian workers to facilitate the delivery of aid without
interference.
5. Organize a Standalone Tigray Post-War Reconstruction and Development Donors Conference:
Convene a conference within a year, underscored by a robust human rights foundation, to demonstrate
unwavering support for Tigray's recovery and sustainable development. This event should catalyze
resource mobilization and foster partnerships while ensuring an inclusive, participatory reconstruction
process that respects the rights of all affected individuals.

To ensure effective implementation:
a) Prioritize repair and rebuilding of critical infrastructure, ensuring universal access to water and
sanitation with pro-poor planning. b) Facilitate meaningful participation of local communities and
stakeholders in reconstruction efforts, respecting their rights to information and expression. c) Implement
a fair compensation scheme for individuals and communities most affected by civilian losses, adhering to
rights to property and an adequate standard of living within five years.



Moreover, comprehensive adherence to the CoHA agreement is vital to advancing peace and stability in
Tigray. Transitional justice needs international probes, tribunals, and system support. Transparent,
accountable, and coordinated efforts among all stakeholders involved in the reconstruction process,
including government entities, international organizations, civil society, and the private sector, are
indispensable. Establishing a hybrid body for ongoing monitoring and evaluation will be pivotal in
assessing progress, identifying challenges, and making necessary adjustments guided by human rights
principles such as non-discrimination and participation.

For the International Community
The international community must act decisively to address the crisis in Ethiopia's Tigray region. First, an
independent international investigation into human rights violations and atrocities in Tigray is crucial
to ensure accountability and justice.
Second, targeted sanctions should be imposed on individuals and entities responsible for abuses and
those hindering the withdrawal of Eritrean and Amhara forces. Diplomatic pressure should be applied to
fully implement the Ceasefire of Hostilities Agreement (CoHA) and facilitate humanitarian access.
Third, support should be provided to accountability mechanisms like the International Criminal Court
(ICC) to prosecute perpetrators of war crimes. Efforts must also include involving the Eritrean
government in the accountability process.
Fourth, increased humanitarian aid funding is essential to address the urgent needs of displaced persons
and vulnerable populations.




