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Executive summary

1. As organizations promoting freedom of expression and the rule of law, this submission
focuses on the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s (“DRC”) compliance with international
human rights obligations related to freedom of opinion and expression and freedom of the

press and on progress made since the last review in 2019.
2. In particular, the concerns raised in this submission relate to:

e Killing, torture, and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of journalists*

e Physical attacks, harassment, and intimidation of journalists

e Arrest, jailing, and imprisonment of journalists

e Incommunicado holding and lengthy pre-trial and arbitrary detention of journalists

e Expulsion of foreign journalists from the country

e |nvocation of criminal defamation, insult, “false news,” and anti-state laws against
journalists

e Suspension of broadcasts and broadcast permissions, and shutdown of journalism
offices and studios.
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Human rights instruments referred to in this submission

3.

The Constitution of the DRC as revised in 2011 affirms the DRC’s attachment to the
fundamental freedoms enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the African
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, as well as regional and international conventions
concerning human rights and international humanitarian law.? Article 23 of its Constitution
expressly sets out the right of all persons to freedom of expression, including “by speech,
print and pictures.”® Article 24 further provides for the right to and freedom of information,
and freedom of the press, including “broadcasting by radio and television, the written press
or any other means of communication.”* Both Articles 23 and 24 state that they are subject

to a reserve of respect for the law, public order, and morality.®

The Declaration of Principles of Freedom of Expression and Access to Information in Africa
(adopted by the African Commission on Human Rights in 2019) in its Preamble reaffirms “the
fundamental importance of freedom of expression and access to information as individual
human rights, as cornerstones of democracy and as means of ensuring respect for other
human rights.”® It further highlights the “key role of the media and other means of
communication in ensuring full respect for the right to freedom of expression, promoting the
free flow of information and ideas, assisting individuals in making informed decisions and
facilitating and strengthening democracy.”’ It sets forth general principles including: (1) the
importance of the rights to freedom of expression and access to information, (2) non-
interference with freedom of opinion, (3) non-discrimination, (4) protection of the rights to
freedom of expression and access to information online, and (5) protection of human rights
defenders and others.® The protection and safety of journalists is enshrined in Principles 19
and 20 of the Declaration which affirm that states shall not subject the right to express
oneself through the media to “undue legal restrictions.”® Rather, states are obligated to
“guarantee the safety of journalists” and “take measures to prevent attacks on journalists
and other media practitioners, including murder, extra-judicial killing, torture and other
forms of ill-treatment, arbitrary arrest and detention, enforced disappearance, kidnapping,

intimidation, threats and unlawful surveillance undertaken by State and non-State actors.”*°

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (proclaimed by the UN General
Assembly in 1948) enshrines the principle of freedom of opinion and expression, noting that
“the right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.”*! Articles 8, 9,
10, and 11 protect the right to an effective remedy and to a fair trial, the presumption of

innocence, and the prohibition on arbitrary arrest, detention, or exile.'?

The DRC ratified the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (“the African Charter”) in

1987. Article 9 of the African Charter protects every individual’s right to receive information



and to express and disseminate opinions within the law.'® Article 7(1) protects the right to

be tried within a reasonable time by an impartial court, and the right to an appeal.'*

The DRC ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (“the Covenant”) in
1976. The Covenant sets forth the principle in its Article 19 that “[e]veryone shall have the
right to hold opinions without interference” and to “freedom of expression” which includes
“freedom to seek, receive and impart information.”*> Those rights are subject to restriction
only as provided by law and necessary for the respect of rights or reputations of others or
for the protection of national security, public order, public health, or morals.’® Article 9(1) of
the Covenant provides that no one shall be deprived of his or her liberty except on such
grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are established by law.” Article 9(2) of
the Covenant requires that anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest,
of the reasons for his or her arrest.'® Article 9(3) of the Covenant provides that: “Anyone
arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a judge or other
officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to trial within a

reasonable time or to release.”*®

The Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or
Imprisonment (adopted by the UN General Assembly in 1988) provides in Principle 15 that
“communication of the detained or imprisoned person with the outside world, and in
particular his [or her] family or counsel, shall not be denied for more than a matter of
days.”?® Principle 17 provides that the arrested person should be informed of their right to

counsel promptly after arrest.?*

Implementation of recommendations from previous review

9.

Our commentary on the recommendations supported from the previous Universal Periodic
Review (“UPR”) cycle are contained in the matrix of relevant recommendations in

Appendix 1. Fifteen recommendations that were accepted or noted can be considered
“partially implemented.” Those recommendations are contained in the following themes:
(i) Recommendations 119.98, 119.108, 119.111, and 119.105 for Theme: A41 Constitutional
and legislative framework; (ii) Recommendations 119.113 and 119.131 for Theme: B51 Right
to an effective remedy; (iii) Recommendations 119.132 and 119.137 for Theme: B52
Impunity; (iv) Recommendations 119.96, 119.97, 119.83, and 119.92 for Theme: D43
Freedom of opinion and expression; (v) Recommendation 119.107 for Theme: D44 Right to
peaceful assembly; and Recommendations 119.104 and 119.90 for Theme: Human rights
defenders. Numerous other recommendations relevant to freedom of expression and press

freedom and which were supported are “not implemented.”



Update on situation for freedom of expression since the last review

General observations

10.

There are several areas of concern raised in this submission. Threats to freedom of
expression and press freedom are occurring on multiple fronts: (i) the killing, torture, and
other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of journalists; (ii) physical attacks, harassment,
and intimidation of journalists; (iii) arrest, jailing, and imprisonment of journalists,

(iv) incommunicado holding and lengthy pre-trial and arbitrary detention of journalists,

(v) expulsion of foreign journalists from the country; (vi) invocation of criminal defamation,
insult, “false news,” and anti-state laws against journalists; (viii) suspension of broadcasts
and broadcast permissions, and shutdown of journalism offices and studios. All of these
factors are limiting the right to freedom of expression and press freedom in the DRC. These
issues must be simultaneously addressed by the state in order to ensure the aforementioned

rights.

Specific issues of concern

11.

For each of the themes below, a detailed list of incidents reported between 2019 and

April 2024 is contained in Appendix 2.

Killing, torture, and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of journalists

12.

13.

14.

15.

Over the past five years, at least one journalist has been killed in apparent relation to their
work in the DRC. Others have been physically attacked, tortured, and subject to cruel
treatment while detained. Collectively, these acts result in censorship and self-censorship

which stifles media freedom and freedom of expression in the DRC.

Of particular concern is the August 2021 murder of prominent journalist Joél Mumbere
Musavuli in his home in Mambasa Territory. In the weeks leading up to the attack that killed
him, Musavuli received threats from multiple armed groups in the region, including
government troops, in connection with his reporting on abuses by armed groups in the
region. The assailants that ultimately took Musavuli’s life identified themselves as members
of the Mai-Mai, a group of militias operating in eastern DRC, much of which was under a

state of siege declared by President Tshisekedi at the time.?

It has been reported that four suspects were arrested in connection with Musavuli’s killing.%
However, CPJ has not been able to independently confirm the arrests or determine the

identities of those men or whether they had been charged in court.?*

There have been multiple reports of journalists being tortured, attacked, and harassed while

in custody. One example of concern is that of the journalists Cédar Sabiti, Samuel Matela,



16.

and Junior Batu Ngole.? On the orders of Freddy Sombo, the head of the National
Intelligence Agency (“ANR”), agents of said agency stripped and beat the three journalists
while they were detained. The journalists were also deprived of food. The journalists were
summoned for criticizing irregularities during standardized examinations. They denounced,
among other things, bribes to intelligence officers to ignore cheating. There have been
further reports of journalists being tortured or subject to ill treatment, including being tied
up, whipped, kicked, and beaten, while in the custody of non-state actors such as the M23

rebel group.?®

In the previous review, the DRC supported recommendations to end the use of torture.?’
However, as noted above, journalists continue to be killed, tortured, or subject to other
cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of journalists, including in government custody.
Attempts to bring perpetrators to justice are rare. There is virtually no accountability for the

frequent abuses against journalists that are directed by government officials and politicians.

Physical attacks, harassment, and intimidation of journalists

17.

18.

19.

20.

There have been multiple incidents over the past five years of journalists being harassed,
physically assaulted, abducted, or verbally or physically harassed, including by receiving
death threats.?® The attacks, abductions, and threats have resulted in a self-censorship of
journalists due to fear of reprisal from government and non-state armed actors, stifling

media freedom and freedom of expression in the DRC.

Some journalists have faced threats and intimidation on multiple occasions. Men in military
uniforms have robbed and threatened to kill journalist Parfait Katoto for airing a story that
military personnel were looting properties in Ituri province.?® On a separate occasion, men in
military uniforms broke into the home of Parfait Katoto, threatening him with death, beating
him, and confiscating his work equipment.3® The assailants promised to kill Katoto if he

disseminated information deemed favorable to the Mai-Mai rebel group.*

The attacks have come from both state and non-state actors. There are reports of journalists
being attacked by members of the M23 militia,?? police officers, supporters of the DRC
President’s political party,* and armed men in military uniform.3 Journalists have had their
homes3® and their offices®” broken into and their equipment stolen.® Female journalists have
also faced particular threats of sexual assault and rape.* Journalists have been attacked*
and beaten* by police officers while they have been reporting. Journalists have fled from

areas after receiving death threats.*?

There are several reports of journalists being beaten and assaulted by supporters of
different political parties. Journalist Frank Kalonji was assaulted by supporters of the leading

opposition presidential candidate Martin Fayulu.* The assailants slapped and manhandled



21.

22.

Kalonji and seized his phone to prevent him from reporting on their political party’s rally in
Kinshasa. Separately, five journalists were assaulted while trying to attend an opposition

rally in Kananga.** The assailants were suspected to be supporters of the ruling party.

Of particular concern is the increase in attacks in the months and weeks leading up to the
December 20, 2023 national elections. On December 5, 2023, four armed soldiers arrived
outside the home of reporter Neyker Tokolo, fired their guns into the air, and threw tear gas
canisters inside the house.*> On December 9, 2023, around 20 supporters of President
Tshisekedi’s political party attacked journalist Mao Zigabe in Goma ahead of a visit by
President Tshisekedi the following day.*® On December 16, 2023, journalist Réné Mobembo
was attacked by supporters of the political party Let’s Act for the Republic (AREP) on the
orders of the party president Reagean Mata Likenge.*” The assailants punched Mobembo in
the face and confiscated his phone. The attack took place while Mobembo was covering the

campaign of a legislative election candidate for the AREP party.

In the previous review, the DRC supported a recommendation to ensure journalists are able
to freely exercise their rights to freedom of expression, association, and peaceful assembly
without fear of harassment, intimidation, or reprisals.*® However, journalists continue to

face threats, violence, and intimidation in the course of their work.

Arrest, jailing, and imprisonment of journalists

23.

24.

Over the past five years, there have been several incidents of journalists being arrested,
often while reporting and with little to no due process. Journalists have been arrested and
held in dirty and overcrowded conditions where they are required to pay for food.*
Journalists have been held in custody without access to a lawyer, with authorities
confiscating a journalist’s phone with the intention of searching it.>° Journalists have been
detained without it being clear whether a formal complaint or arrest warrant was ever filed

against them.>!

One particularly concerning case is the arrest of prominent journalist Stanis Bujakera
Tshiamala in Kinshasa.>? On September 8, 2023, two Congolese national police officers
arrested Tshiamala, accusing him of “spreading false rumors” and “disseminating false
information.” Authorities confiscated Bujakera’s two phones and laptop and interrogated
him for several hours over a report that raised questions about the July 2023 murder of a
former Congolese Transport Minister. The report was published by Jeune Afrique, but it did
not bear Bujakera’s name, and the outlet stated that Bujakera did not write the report.
Bujakera was subsequently prosecuted on several charges, including spreading falsehoods
and forgery. Bujakera was held in prison for six months while awaiting the verdict in his trial.

At a hearing on March 8, 2024, the prosecutor requested a 20-year prison sentence for



25.

26.

Bujakera. The judge ultimately sentenced Bujakera to six months in prison and fined him
US$360. While Bujakera walked out of jail on March 19, 2024 having already served six
months, the prosecutor and Bujakera’s lawyers each filed appeals.>® The case is ongoing as

of April 6, 2024.

Another case of concern is the arrest of journalist Blaise Mabala.>* Mabala was arrested in
October 2023 by an officer of the ANR and detained at a military camp in Inongo. On
October 23, 2023, Mabala appeared in court on charges of insulting a provincial government
official, which carries a maximum sentence of nine months in prison. The charges related to
a radio program Mabala hosted during which listeners called in and criticized Rita Bola, the
governor of the Mai-Ndombe Province. Mabala was released on bail on November 7, 2023,
but was re-arrested and jailed a few weeks later on December 29, 2023, for reasons which

remain unclear. Mabala remains in prison awaiting trial as of March 19, 2024.%

We are concerned that the repeated arrests and detainment of the journalists will continue

to lead to self-censorship and chilling of speech.

Incommunicado holding, lengthy pre-trial and arbitrary detention of journalists

27.

28.

29.

30.

Over the past five years, there have been several reported incidents of journalists in the DRC
being held incommunicado or suffering lengthy pre-trial or arbitrary detention. The
incidents involved arrest, detention without contact, and lengthy holding prior to being

charged and before trial.

Journalists Patrick Lola and Christian Bofaya were arrested for disturbing public order per
the order of Bobo Boloko Bolumbu, governor of the Equateur province.>® The journalists
were covering a public protest. They were subsequently detained for over five months
without charge or trial. Their lawyer reported that the arrests and detentions were
politically motivated, as the protests were organized by deputies who were critical of the

regional governor’s performance and called for his termination.

On another occasion, police officers arrested and detained journalist Dimanche Kamate over
his coverage of a leaked United Nations report alleging that Rwanda was supporting the
rebel group M23.>” Kamate also covered demonstrations against the UN mission in the DRC.

He was detained at the Matobo military camp.

Police officers also detained journalist Janvier Bamunoba.*® Three DRC armed forces soldiers
then attacked journalist David Ramazani who was advocating for the release of Bamunoba.
It does not appear that the detention took place pursuant to any formal charge or

complaint.



31.

In a separate incident, soldiers from the Armed Forces of the DRC (FARDC) detained and
beat journalists Jeef Ngoyi, Marie-Louise Malou Mbela, and Jiresse Nkelani, who were
covering a land dispute in Kinshasa.>®* Malou was released later the same day, and Ngoyi and
Nkelani were released the following day after interventions by the UN mission to the DRC.

None of the journalists were charged with a crime.

Expulsion of foreign journalists from the country

32.

33.

DRC immigration authorities summoned and expelled French journalist Sonia Rolley from
the country after denying her application for journalistic accreditation.®® Officials from the
Direction Générale des Migration (DGM) seized Rolley’s passport and put her on a plane to
Paris. Her passport was eventually returned at a later date. Rolley was in the DRC reporting
for Reuters on an upcoming climate conference in Kinshasa. She had previously reported
extensively on controversial issues in the DRC, including a 2021 investigation on
embezzlement of public funds by DRC elites. The DRC has expelled journalists seeking to

cover controversial issues in the country.

In another incident, U.S. freelance journalist Nicolas Niarchos was arrested by officers of the
ANR while on assignment for The Nation.5? He was detained by state security forces in
Lubumbashi on July 13, 2022 along with Congolese journalist Joseph Kazadi Kamuanga while
setting up an interview.%? His devices were seized and records of his journalistic work were
destroyed. Both were then transferred to Kinshasa where Niarchos spent five and a half
days in detention before being deported from the country.®® His passport was seized by the
ANR and a picture of his passport information was circulated on social media. Kamuanga

remained in arbitrary detention for 22 days.

Invocation of criminal defamation, insult, “false news,” and anti-state laws against journalists

34.

35.

Criminal defamation legislation continues to exist in the DRC and journalists have been
detained and prosecuted on charges of defamation. Under Article 136 of the DRC'’s penal
code, journalists can face up to one year in prison for insulting a member of the government.
Journalists Albert Muhila, Dieu Agba, and Patrick Gbondo were arrested by officers of the
Congolese National Police Mobile Intervention Group pursuant to Article 136 in connection
with a criminal insult complaint. The complaint was filed following a broadcast in which the
journalists criticized politician Jean-Pierre Lihau Ebua.®* Another journalist, Anicet Molika,
was the subject of a criminal defamation complaint lodged by the mayor of Lisala, Desi Koyo,
over reporting critical of provincial authorities.®®> The prosecutor’s office issued an arrest

warrant the same day. Other journalists have been subjected to defamation complaints.

The Covenant and the African Charter guarantee the right to freedom of expression, subject

only to limitations that are lawful, necessary, and proportionate to achieve a legitimate aim.



36.

37.

38.

39.

Regarding the proportionality requirement, the UN Human Rights Committee has concluded
that “imprisonment is never an appropriate penalty” for defamation.?® Similarly, the African
Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights has held that “violations of laws on freedom of speech

and the press cannot be sanctioned by custodial sentences.”®’

We are also concerned by the adoption of a new press law and digital code by Congolese
lawmakers in April 2023.%8 This new legislation governs the press and online activity,
including sections allowing authorities to criminally prosecute journalists under the code of
military justice for their work, including for sharing “false news.” Under Section 123 of the
new legislation, the “publication, dissemination or reproduction” of “false news” in “bad
faith” which has “shaken discipline or the morale of the armies or has hindered the war
effort of the nation” is punishable under the penal code.®® The legislation also criminalizes
broad categories of online conduct which would “promote emotional distress in a person”
and press offenses against “magistrates, civil servants and agents vested with public

authority.””°

Under Section 360 of the new digital code, journalists can face six months in prison or a fine
of 1 million francs (US$430) for relaying false information electronically.”* Under

Sections 358 and 359 of the new digital code, journalists can face up two years in prison and
a fine of 10 million francs (US$4,330) for electronic communications that “coerce,
intimidate, harass or provoke emotional distress in a person” to encourage “behavior
hateful, tribal and hostile to good morals and patriotic values,” and harassment when the
sender of an electronic communication should have known it would “gravely affect” the

“tranquility of the targeted person,” respectively.”?

The new press law and digital code present dangers of misuse which can result in the
criminalization of journalism and the potential for media to be unduly restricted or fearful of

prosecution.

Journalists in the DRC have been the subject of criminal false news complaints and
accusations of distributing false information. In one incident, journalist Stanis Bujakera was
the subject of a criminal false news complaint brought by DRC Defense Minister

Gilbert Kabana after Bujakera had published verbatim minutes from a cabinet meeting on
Twitter.”® In another incident, journalist John Ngongo Lomango was arrested by officers of
the ANR for allegedly distributing false information when he reported about Angolan military
assistance to the Congolese military in implementing a cease-fire with the M23 rebel

group.”



Suspension of broadcasts and broadcast permissions, and shutdown of journalism offices and

studios

40.

41.

42.

43.

The DRC has cracked down on the press in recent years, suspending the ability to engage in
journalism for anyone who reports critically of the government. We are concerned this

trend will continue.

In November 2021, broadcasting station Radio Télévision Sarah was shut down, due to
accusations of inflammatory programming and criticism of the governor.”® A local court
declared the closure of the broadcasting station illegal and ordered it to be reopened, but
the governor defied the order and sent armed police officers to block the entrance to the
station’s offices. The broadcasting station’s equipment was also reportedly confiscated and

has not been returned.

In another incident, the mayor of Lisala, Desi Koyo, issued an order indefinitely suspending
broadcasts by Radio Top Lisala, over reporting critical of provincial authorities.”® Under the
press law introduced in April 2023, provincial authorities such as Koyo do not have such
authority. Nevertheless, the suspension took effect, and Radio Top Lisala remained closed
from October 6, 2023 until November 14, 2023. Around a month later, Koyo issued another
suspension order, claiming that Radio Top Lisala had engaged in “incitement to hatred” and

“serious harm” to the election process.”

In another case, the Congolese media regulator, the Higher Council of Audiovisual and
Communication (CSAC), ordered a television company to cut programming of “Perfect
Télévision” in Kinshasa.”® The order came after the broadcaster reported that polling stations
were not opening on time and that electoral kits were missing at voting centers across the

country.

Recommendations to the Democratic Republic of Congo by the submitting organization

Killing, torture, and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of journalists

44,

45.

46.

Take measures to end all forms of torture, violence, and other ill-treatment inflicted on

journalists, including the use of excessive force and physical beatings.

Ensure prompt and thorough investigations into the killing, torture, and ill-treatment of
journalists, and bring all perpetrators, including conspirators, to justice to ensure

accountability.

Ensure that journalists who are detained are held in safe and sanitary condition, have

adequate access to food, water, and bedding, and are not subject to degrading treatment.

10



47.

Ensure the government pursues and finalizes an independent, effective, and impartial
investigation into the murder of journalist Joél Mumbere Musavuli, and the attack on his
wife Evelyne Masika, promptly and in full transparency, and brings all those responsible to

justice to ensure accountability.

Physical attacks, harassment, and intimidation of journalists

48.

49.

50.

Take measures to end intimidation and threats to journalists by state and non-state actors.

Promptly and effectively investigate threats and attacks against journalists; end impunity for

perpetrators of intimidation or violence against journalists.

Establish an effective mechanism to protect at-risk journalists, in particular those covering
protests, military conflicts, and politically sensitive topics, that is tailored to address the
needs of journalists, with necessary budget and staffing allocations for its full

implementation.

Arrest, jailing, and Imprisonment of journalists

51.

52.

53.

Take measures to end arbitrary arrest and detention of journalists.

Ensure that all journalists are granted the right to a fair trial before an independent and

impartial court in a timely manner.

Ensure that the right of journalists to adequately prepare their defense is protected.

Incommunicado holding, lengthy pre-trial and arbitrary detention of journalists

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

Take measures to end lengthy pre-trial detention of journalists or detention without access

to a lawyer.

Ensure that all journalists are granted the right to a fair trial before an independent and

impartial court in a timely manner.

Abolish detention without trial and ensure that arrests and detentions comply with

international human rights law.

Conduct an investigation of the circumstances surrounding any lengthy pre-trial detention of
journalists and take appropriate measures against those responsible for the violation of

rights.

Cease the practice of detaining journalists in the absence of a formal charge or complaint.

11



59. Release any journalists in pre-trial detention who have not been brought promptly before a
judge or other officer authorized by law and/or have not been accorded a trial within a
reasonable time in violation of Article 9(3) of the Covenant and/or are appealing their

conviction.

Expulsion of foreign journalists from the country

60. Conduct an investigation of the circumstances surrounding the detention and expulsion of
United States journalist Nicolas Niarchos, the seizure of his passport and its circulation on
social media, and the destruction of his journalistic material; and take appropriate measures

against those responsible for the violation of his rights.

61. Conduct an investigation of the circumstances surrounding the expulsion of French journalist
Sonia Rolley and the seizure of her passport and take appropriate measures against those

responsible for the violation of her rights.
62. Cease the practice of expelling foreign journalists from the country.

Invocation of criminal defamation, insult, “false news,” and anti-state laws against journalists

63. Stop the arrest and detention of journalists for covering protests or politically sensitive

topics. Adopt a policy which does not conflate coverage with support.

64. End the authority for criminal prosecutions for the circulation of “false news.”
65. Stop using criminal defamation charges to prosecute journalists and media outlets.
66. Undertake necessary reforms to the DRC’s penal code to exclude the criminalization of

defamation and “insult” of government officials.

67. Remove any disproportionate limits to freedom of expression from Congolese laws and
codes.

68. End the use of defamation laws as vehicle for suppression of political commentary.

69. Repeal the recently adopted press law and digital code governing the press and online

activity, which include sections allowing authorities to criminally prosecute journalists for

their work, including for sharing “false news.”

70. Remove from legislation any penalties of imprisonment for violations of laws on freedom of

speech such as defamation, and freedom of the press.

12



Suspension of broadcasts and broadcast permissions, and shutdown of journalism offices and
studios

71. Ensure that the practice of shutting down broadcasting stations stops, including by local
authorities.
72. Establish safeguards to prevent local authorities from exerting force to shut down

broadcasting stations.

73. Ensure that confiscated equipment from broadcasting stations is promptly restituted or that

adequate compensation is paid.
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