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The Universal Periodic Review of the UN Human Rights Council's Fourth Cycle
Oromo Relief Association (ORA) UK
Report on IDP In Ethiopia (2019-2023)

Prelude: Oromo Relief Association UK is a humanitarian charity organization founded in 1982
based in the UK and operating globally. ORA works on resource mobilization abroad and convening
its support to the victim peoples in Ethiopia through ORA Finfinne/Addis Abeba — a nonprofit
charity-based humanitarian organization constituted to support, counsel, advising asylum seekers ,
refugees the displaced persons, and emergency aid Horn of Africa in general and the Oromo
community in particular - registered under the Ethiopian Law. The ORA UK is happy to contribute
to the report of the 4™ cycle UPR of the UN Humanitarian Rights Council about Internally Displaced
Persons in Ethiopia

Internally Displaced Persons In Ethiopia

1. In 2018, Ethiopia recorded the highest number of internal displacements associated with conflict
worldwide. The conflict and inter-communal violence escalated significantly and spread to new
areas triggering 2,894,841 million new displacements, four times the figure for 2017?. This conflict
and displacement were recorded along three of the Oromia National Regional State borders, with
the Southern Nations, Nationalities, and Peoples’ Region (SNNPR) in the Southwest, the
Benishangul-Gumuz Region in the Northwest, and the Somali National Regional State in the East.
The conflict left hundreds of thousands leading to the displacement of ethnic Oromo living in these
bordering regions including in Oromo towns. For example, heavy fighting in the Oromo Town of
Moyale between the Somali Garreh and Oromo Borena triggered around 80,000 displacements in
two weeks in December 2018 This caused significant damage the hospital was destroyed, and
shops and banks were looted?. Clashes also erupted on the outskirts of Addis Ababa in September
which displaced 15,000 people®. Out of the total 2.9 million IDPs in Ethiopia in the same year,
approximately 15 percent were from Oromo living in Oromia along the border to the SNNPR.

1 2019-IDMC-GRID-spotlight-ethiopia.pdf
2 ECHO, “Ethiopia: Internal Conflict, Displacement, Daily Flash”, December 21, 2018.
3 The New York Times, “Thousands Are Arrested in Ethiopia after Ethnic Violence”, September 25, 2018.
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2. In 2019, the government established military command posts in western and Southern Oromia.
About 3.4 million were displaced an increase of half a million over 2.9 million at the end of 2018.
Conflict is remaining to be the major cause of internal displacement in the country while flood and
drought were also additional factors that have escalated the crisis.* About 1,051,728 people of the
IDPs were due to conflict>. These were in trauma due to the loss of either family members or
relatives in addition to being deprived of basic human needs. Conflict in Oromia continued
escalating its magnitude as the Government and Oromo Liberation Army confronted in
disagreement in those conflict regions making it difficult for the displaced to return to their homes.
Peace and stability in the Region became beyond reach and the suffering of the community
continued.

3. By the end of 2020, more than 1.2 million people which IDMC-GRID-spotlight-Ethiopia noted as about
1.7 million across the country were displaced due to conflict. The people suffer from poor insecurity,
forced eviction programs, and human rights violations that result in severe consequences on the well-
being of IDPs, -forced nomadic life and the host communities. This kind of lifestyle is alien to their
indigenous culture unless they lack all means of survival.

4. According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (Figure Analysis 2021°), Ethiopia also saw a
record 5,142,356 displacements in 2021 - triple the number reported in 2020 and the highest figure
recorded for any country in a given year that is caused by conflict and violence in 2021. At the end of
the year, Ethiopia was among the countries most affected by internal displacement with 4.2 million
internally displaced people (IDPs)’. The government has usually attributed the internal displacement
crisis to a “natural disaster,” in viewing divulging the conflict would “damage the regime’s
reputation”.®. Information obtained from the Oromiya National Regional State Disaster and
Preparedness Commission indicated that at 517 centers of events, about 2,046,606 people including
returnees were requiring food aid.

4 Internally displaced people and humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia - Ethiopia Insight (ethiopia-insight.com)
5 2019-IDMC-GRID-spotlight-ethiopia.pdf

7 Figures Analysis 2021 - Ethiopia - Internal Displacement. Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, 2021.
8 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/201809-mid-year-figures.pdf
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5.

In the year 2022, there were about 2,032,268 IDPS all over the country®. In the same vyear, the
Ethiopian National Defense Forces’ (ENDF) involvement in the Tigray war overshadowed the events of
internal displacement and humanitarian abuses in Oromia. However, in the South and West Oromia
Command post administration launched and implemented that exacerbated the movement of people
in search of food and shelter. In Western Oromia as well as in border areas with Amhara and
Benishangul Gumuz region (BGR), insecurity and clashes have displaced an estimated 740,000 people
and in Southern Oromia, while drought has affected over 3.5 million people increasing scale and scope
of hostilities that spread to new areas such as Horo Guduru Wollega and Ilu Aba Bora Zones, as well as
North, East and South-West Shewa (Central Oromia)'®. Fano and Amara militia incursions across the
Oromia- Amhara borderlands, and the government’s counteroffensive in Western Oromia, led to
multiple massacres, displacement, and revenge attacks.

In West Oromia, Horo Guduru Wollega Zone, neighbor to Amhara National Regional State, shows
104,901 people were displaced due to conflict in 11 Districts of the Zone indicating an estimated
184,981 lack of health service interventions including host communities; education offices were looted
& damaged, 82 schools were damaged and facilities like computers, student chairs, desks, blackboard
& others in these schools were looted and or damaged that resulted 71,481 students of which 34,002
female students were out of school and the situation remained the same in the year 2023. (Oromiya
National Regional State Disaster and Preparedness Commission 2023)

7. In the year 2023, in addition to the continuation of IDPs by conflict, about 270,200 people were
affected by floods in Oromia with relatively, no, or limited support being provided to displaced
populations!!. To the conflict situation, statements by the Oromia National Regional Government
and the OLA High Command suggested a potential opening for peace negotiations that created a
small gap of peace in Western and Southern Oromia encouraging humanitarian aid to the IDP.
Despite nonresponse to this including the government, ORA delivered intervention and reached
out to the victims in West Oromia, Begi, and Kondala Districts bordering Benishangul-Gumuz
Regional State, and Northwest Oromia, Amuru District bordering Amhara National Regional State

° Behigu Habte and Yun Jin Kweon ( 2018), Addressing internal displacement in Ethiopia, Forced Migration Review
(fmreview.org)

10 Figures Analysis - Ethiopia - Internal Displacement. Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, 2022.

' OCHA Ethiopia Access Snapshot: Oromia region (south-west) - October 2022
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10.

with insignificant humanitarian support contributed by ORA UK and other Brach Country Offices. It
was observed that vulnerable community members (elders, women, and children) are jeopardized
and malnutrition continues as an emergency need in both areas impacted by food insecurity,
disease outbreaks, and poor infrastructure services mainly water and sanitation. ORA Staff in
Finfinne also identified the destruction of infrastructures, roads, public services like health centers
and local community centers, and schools that turned into settlement centers with no opportunity
for children go to school and people to get health services.

Conflict-induced displacement (CID) has been the main challenge in Ethiopia in recent years. There
is a large influx of conflict-induced internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the country. By the end of
2022, there were a total of 4.56 million IDPs in Ethiopia, out of which 3.85 million (84%) were
displaced by conflicts. The main causes for conflict-induced displacements are principally structural
and proximate including the ubiquity of violent conflicts across the country. The problem of CID
has a myriad of consequences for displaced peoples, the host community, and the government at
large. This being the case, the management of conflict-induced displacements in Ethiopia
emphasizes responding to violence by violence, inter-governmental consultations, and provision of
emergency support to IDPs. However, the structural causes, as well as the multifaceted effects of
CIDs, seem not given due concern. (Yirga Abebe. 13 July 2023
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/377106843)).

In Ethiopia's recent conflicts and mass displacement in Metekel, Wollega, and various villages in
Tigray and Oromia regions, women and girls have faced violence and sexual abuse. More than 2.5
million IDP children's physical, social, and psychological development has been severely affected
by the conflict in Ethiopia. A key issue in several regions is with regard to people living in
protracted internal displacement and their host communities. They are some of the most
vulnerable as they often cannot access basic services, education, and health care, and they face
barriers to stable housing and sustainable livelihoods. For instance, displaced due to violence and
insecurity, people in Horo Guduru, East, West, and Kellem Wellega zones in Oromia remain
without humanitarian assistance due to limited access, resources, and active partners operating in
the area due to lack of resources (Reliefweb https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-
situation-report-27-jul-2023)

The 2024 situation has no change for IDP and the need for food, shelter, and non-food item
assistance, as well as water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH), and healthcare services, especially to
prevent the exacerbation of malaria and cholera outbreak due to lack of potable water is still
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11.

12.

13.

14.

crucial.

The conflict-driven people in Oromia and other regions suffer not only intentional conflict and inter-
communal violence but also development in Ethiopia that has increasingly involved displacement. For
example, according to the International Organization for Migration (IOM) Displacement Tracking
Matrix (DTM) (2019), in 2018 roughly, 21.6 percent of IDPs in Ethiopia were living in urban and
peri-urban areas'?. Oromia has a pivotal position within Ethiopia and exploitation and evictions of the
people of Oromia were common. Of the Regional States in the Country, Oromia is exceptional in this
trend; population displacements, resulting from development as well as conflict, drought and
conservation, and resettlement have been on the increase since the 1980s and intensified beyond
1991 to date which all were not spoken by the general public or mainstream press or by local and
international humanitarian institutions.

Recommendations Ethiopia signed to UPR ( A/HRC/42/14/Add.1 - Para. 3).

Ethiopia agreed to take the African Union Year of Refugees, Returnees, and Internally Displaced
Persons and the tenth anniversary of the Kampala Convention as an opportunity to apply relevant
regional frameworks. Despite this agreement, the government emphasized capacity building like
training staff and consultation within the government circles. This vicious circle of knowledge
seems not able to resolve conflict and displacement

Ensure the protection of the rights of those affected by intercommunal violence, especially the
estimated 3.2 million internally displaced persons, by ensuring adherence to humanitarian
principles in ongoing plans for return or relocation and by ensuring the safety and security of
returning or relocating communities. There is no evidence that Ethiopia managed to return the
displaced number above. Even on top of that, the number of displaced increased from 3.2 million
to 4.56 million an increase of 1.36 million displaced.

Continue working closely with national and international counterparts to provide care and
resettlement for internally displaced persons. It could be said that this commitment is left aside by
the government when it comes to little attempts in Tigray and no effort in Oromiya, Amhara
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Benishangul Gumuz, and Gambell. The government's apprehension to the local and international
humanitarian organizations couldn’t let these organizations help the government to accomplish
this commitment.

15. Promote the protection of the human rights of internally displaced persons.

As indicated above, the displaced are not provided with shelter, in some cases, schools and health
centers turned to shelter. This interrupted health and education provisions which resulted in
non-schooling in the areas where they were sheltered.

16. Continue to undertake efforts to address intercommunal violence, allow full access for
humanitarian agencies to displaced people, and avoid forced returns of displaced people. Forced
return was undertaken in West Oromiya, East Wellega, and Horro Guduru zones by the
government. Initially, they were displaced due to Amhara armed forces- Fanno intrusion into their
area. The government enforced returns before settling the conflict. Such things have contributed
to the number of people fleeing the country which is alarmingly increasing.

17. Make further efforts to address the protection and humanitarian needs of internally displaced
persons in the country and to take effective measures to prevent internal displacement caused by
internal conflict and natural disasters. It is worrying internal displacement due to conflict is
increasing more than ever. It seems that this is out of the hands of the government to resolve
conflicts, despite attempts with the Orono Liberation Army, but with no success. Conflict is
rampant except in cities and big towns.

18. Address the root causes of the increase in the number of internally displaced persons, in
particular, because of ethnic or cultural differences. Political need and dissatisfaction are the main
causes of conflict in Ethiopia. This has become more serious in the last six years. Undermining
opponent political parties and armed forces can never prevail in peace, It rather maintains
structural causes of conflict and thus displacement.

Recommendation Remarks

19. Reconsidering the management of CID in Ethiopia in line with the underlying structural causes and
multifaceted consequences of CID as well as maintaining sustainable peace in the IDP context and
engaging all government, political parties, and other stakeholders in abolishing CID.

20. introduce a new comprehensive IDP legal framework alongside a new protection strategy for IDPs
at the national level.
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21.

22.

A new legal framework and national security strategy centered on peaceful negotiation and
reconciliation that empowers all stakeholders IDPs and host communities must be developed to
ensure security and protection. Faced with the occurrence of identity-based or ethnically
instigated clashes, resource-based conflicts, and/or inter-regional border issues that trigger mass
displacements, a proactive and preventative rather than a reactive response is needed from the
state to maintain peace and security;

Bring into line approaches to internal displacement with sustainable development at the local
level. IDP-focused interventions should be linked to the realities of local, regional, and federal
socio-economic development policies and explore how a single IDP-durable solution instrument
can create positive multiplier effects.

Address the needs of women, children, and school young persons, and design policies
accordingly. With the recent conflicts and mass displacement in Metekel, Wollega, and various
villages in Tigray and Oromia regions, women and girls have faced violence and sexual abuse. IDP
children’s physical, social, and psychological development has been severely affected by the
conflict in Ethiopia. The recovery and rehabilitation of these groups require specific interventions:
in designing and implementing development packages, including foodstuff and public services like
health, and school.
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