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Torture, Rape, Arbitrary Detention, Judicial Independence in Ethiopia

1. Numbers 50 to 65, in brackets at the end of paragraphs, refer to Oromia Support Group (OSG) reports which
reference and source the information given in preceding paragraphs. All reports are published on the OSG
website.i

2. Recommendations from UPR 2019 which are applicable to the whole of this submission were 163.201,
163.203 and 163.218. Ethiopia agreed to implement 163.203 ‘Investigate and punish human rights violations
which had occurred in various regions, in particular Amhara and Oromia, addressing various ethnic, social,
economic and political dimensions (Mexico)’ This was not implemented.

3. Although Ethiopia did not agree to implement 163.201 or 163.218, in response to 163.20, the State wrote
‘Ethiopia is committed to undertake effective and impartial investigations and ensure redress for victims of
human rights abuse’ and, in response to 163.218, ‘Ethiopia is committed to the protection of civil and political
rights.’ These commitments were not honoured.

Torture

4. Ethiopia agreed to Recommendations 163.153 to 163.157, in particular 163.155 ‘Adopt all necessary
measures so that acts of torture are not repeated, by ensuring that those responsible are brought to justice.’ These
were not implemented.

5. Detainees are commonly tortured. Four examples are given from Report 58, December 2021:

1. Y . . . was severely tortured at Malka Gafarsa police station with several others on 21 April. He
suffered a broken arm, leg and three fingers. Finger nails were removed from one hand.

2. Two examples of torture were among five women interviewed in Tullu Dimtu, an unofficial detention
centre in Akaki Kaliti sub-city, Finfinnee. They were tortured and held as sex slaves because they were
suspected of supporting the OLF. They were forbidden to meet or talk with each other, to be in the
same room or eat together. They showed signs of physical and mental distress and reported their
‘reproductive organ was the target of torture and they still suffer excruciating pain.’ They were denied
medical attention. Some became pregnant and gave birth in detention.

3. S . . . was detained in Shashemane police station on 4 July 2020. Police officers beat her severely in
Shashemane and tortured her with electric shocks. Her uterus was damaged by repeated blows with a
rifle butt. Beatings and sexual abuse caused persistent bleeding and infection for which hysterectomy
was advised by hospital consultants. However, S . . . was transferred to Tullu Dimtu and denied
medical treatment.

4. U . . . was abducted in the Gafarsa area on 15 March 2021 and taken into police detention in Burayu,
West Finfinnee. She was forced to strip naked in a room, full of police who jeered as she was hit
repeatedly with a metal bar. Despite blows to her head, her skin remained unbroken and she did not
bleed. The police joked that she was a ‘budaadha’, an evil-eyed spirit which kills and eats the dead.
One produced a knife to stab her buttocks, to prove she would bleed, but was stopped. The beating
continued. The police cut her hair, using a knife. She then felt excruciating jabs of pain as something
sharp was repeatedly applied to different parts of her body [possibly electrodes or a taser] until she lost
consciousness. U . . . remained unconscious for two days and was partially paralysed when she
recovered. She still has a stiff and weak right leg, which she cannot bend or straighten properly.

6. ENDF soldiers also torture members of the public.

1. One example was filmed and posted on social media on 24 February 2024. It was described in Report
65. A . . . was a young man, possibly a teenager, from Sarsara village, Goro Adola district in East Guji
zone. He is shown lying in a pit, reportedly dug by him as his grave. Throughout the recording, a tall,
well-built, uniformed soldier stands over, and often on, the body of A . . . , who lies supine with his
hands tied in front of him, wearing a cloth on his lower body which is gathered around his hips, and a
tattered shirt.

2. The soldier taunts him in Amharic. They are surrounded by about 15 uniformed men, several of whom
film the event. There is laughter and shouts of encouragement in Amharic throughout the video. The
soldier strikes A . . . on the head with his rifle butt before taking a bullet from his magazine clip and
inserting it in one of A . . . ’s nostrils. Another soldier whips A . . . ’s legs with a stick, kicks him and
strikes his left leg with his rifle butt.

3. The perpetrator squats on top of A . . . and inserts his rifle barrel into A . . . ’s mouth. He stands, rips
away part of A . . . ‘s shirt and uses this to clean the rifle. He then bends forward to strike the side of A
. . . ’s head with his hand before repositioning himself with his booted feet on A . . . ’s shoulder, chest
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and then abdomen.
4. The soldier then stands over A . . . , with a bayonet attached to his rifle, taunting him and then twisting

its point in A . . . ’s upper right chest. Ahmed is terrified. The soldier questions A . . . , holding the
bayonet point against his throat before driving it into A. . . . ’s lower abdomen, thigh or genital area and
twisting it repeatedly.

5. The soldier squats on top of A . . . with a hand-knife poised over his face, then grabs and turns A . . . ’s
head, extending his neck and holds the knife against his throat, but does not draw blood. He stands on
A . . . ’s chest and abdomen, holds the knife point over A . . . ’s face, before drawing it lightly twice
across his chest. The soldier holds the knife as though about to stab him and then stands again on his
body before wiping the knife on A . . . ’s thighs. He then stands over A . . . with the knife raised again
as though to stab him in his face or upper body.

6. He slaps the flat side of the blade against A . . . ’s face and head, all the time accompanied by laughter
and taunts from onlooking soldiers. He points the knife at, then holds it against A . . . ‘s genital area
before standing once again on his chest and abdomen. The video ends with the soldier standing over A
. . . with his knife in his left hand.

7. A . . . was eventually killed. The video does not show his death. It is not known what further atrocities
were performed before he was murdered.

Recommendation

7. We recommend that domestic and international laws regarding torture should be fully enforced. All claims
must be investigated and perpetrators brought to justice. Law enforcement officers should be adequately trained
in human rights obligations and the implications of their breach.

Rape

8. Ethiopia agreed to UPR Recommendations 163.284, 163.290 and 163.291 concerning sexual discrimination
and violence, in particular 163.290 ‘Continue to take measures to prevent and protect women and girls from
physical, emotional and sexual abuses and harmful practices.’ This has not been implemented.

9. Rape of women, girls and boys, by government security forces, security officials and Fano militia, in military
camps, offices and prisons, is reported.

1. Eight Oromo girls in Guji, aged 12-18, and a pregnant woman were admitted to Bule Hora hospital for
treatment after being raped by ENDF soldiers on 8 February 2019: U . . . (pregnant woman); B . . . , 18;
H . . . , 17; T . . . , 15; B . . . , 13; R . . . , 12; H . . . , 12; I . . . , 12; and Z . . . , 13. (50)

2. When government soldiers opened fire on 27 July 2019 and scattered men, women and children in
Soda Garmama kebele, Melka Soda district, West Guji, they took about 20 women to Melka Soda
military camp and raped them. Three were reported on 5 August to be in a critical condition. (51)

3. E . . . was arrested in January 2019 by two local security officials who took her to Duqisa Megada
administration office, West Guji, and raped her. They threatened to hand her over to ENDF soldiers to
be killed if she did not comply. (52)

4. Eight year-old S . . . was taken from her home in Mandi, West Wallega, on 30 August 2020, and gang-
raped by soldiers in the local military camp. She was described as being ‘between life and death.’

5. It was reported in September 2020 that five teenage schoolboys were taken from Jidola district, East
Guji, and detained at a nearby military camp, where they were raped by soldiers: G . . . , 16; A . . . ,16;
A . . ., 14; M . . . , 17; and T . . . , 15. (53)

6. L . . . , five months pregnant, who was referred from Horo Guduru zone to Ambo Hospital, West
Showa, for treatment for a heart problem, was taken to the Ambo Mayor’s Office compound on 20 July
2020 and raped by soldiers. She miscarried and was critically ill in hospital. (54)

7. West Wallega Human Rights Defenders, a local initiative that documents events in that region, named
ten – eight girls and two women – of the many raped by government security forces in their report in
April 2021. At least five were raped by three or more soldiers, including two sisters and their mother,
and at least one was hospitalised. (56)

8. A US-based informant wrote that his 14 year-old step-sister, B . . . , was taken by soldiers from his
father’s house along with his niece, L . . . , aged 17, and three other girls under 17 years-old, from
Chalia Dano village, Guliso district, West Wallega, on 25 May 2020. Three more were taken from the
next village, all to be used as sex slaves and house maids in the military camp. (56)

9. Grade 12 student, 18 year-old D . . . , from Keta Abakorma, Aira district, West Wallega, was raped by
government regional forces on 2 December 2021. The same forces attempted to rape a 14 year-old girl
and a 20 year-old woman in Chalia town, Guliso district, but were fought off. (59)

10. Three girls, two from one kebele of Jardega Jarte town and one from a village near Alibo were so
traumatised by gang-rape by Fano that when they found they were pregnant, they ran away from the
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IDP camp in Shambu to the forest and committed suicide by hanging themselves in 2023. (63)
11. About 10 km from the road between Qaree Goha and Wale Kilalo, North Showa, several Fano

members gang-raped a ten-year old girl on around 16 October 2023. They stole 15 cattle from a
pregnant woman and were threatening to attack her when they were surrounded by villagers and left.
(64)

12. An 18 year-old IDP was repeatedly gang-raped by Fano during two months of captivity after being
forced to flee in September 2023 from Jardega Jarte district, Horo Guduru, by the group before arriving
in Shambu Hospital where she remained severely traumatised. (65)

13. Addis Standard reported there were ‘numerous instances of gender-based violence’ in IDP camps in
Oromia. At one camp in Jardega Jarte district, a 32 year-old mother of nine recounted the killing of her
husband by Fano when they were fleeing from Harar Jarso village in Amuru district in September
2022. She was gang-raped in November 2023 at the IDP camp. One 20 year-old interviewee was an
11th grade student when forced to flee from Arro village in Kiramu district, East Wallega, during 2023.
She was raped after three months in an IDP centre, a former school in Shambu town, Horo Guduru.
Many have been raped there. (65)

Recommendation

10. We recommend that Ethiopia respect its constitution, domestic and international laws by investigating these
accusations and bringing guilty parties to justice.

Arbitrary detention – political prisoners in years-long confinement

11. Despite Ethiopia’s commitment to civil and political rights (paragraph 3, above) and agreeing to improve
prison conditions (Recommendation 163.180), arbitrary detention in atrocious conditions remains common.

12. Bate Urgessa, Political Officer and OLF central committee member, was arrested again on 22 February, with
Africa Intelligence journalist Antoine Galindo.

13. He became severely ill in detention in 2022, after being held in foul conditions with OLF colleagues in
numerous official and unofficial places of detention, where they were often held incommunicado. He was
arrested in March 2021, when visiting OLF leaders in Burayu Police Station.

14. His release was ordered by Oromia Special Zone Court, Burayu Chamber, later that month, but he remained
in detention. His release and that of other OLF officials was ordered by Lideta Federal High Court in May 2021
but they were re-arrested as they left Kilinto prison next morning. They were transferred to Awash Melkasa
military training camp near Adama, East Showa, where Bate was brutally assaulted by other prisoners, receiving
head and facial injuries.

15. Bate returned to Burayu Police Station where he joined other OLF detainees in a hunger strike to protest
conditions of detention in February 2022. Unsurprisingly, because of the filth in which they were held, six were
flown by helicopter for resuscitation in Lideta Federal Police Hospital after only two weeks. Bate was found to
have Hepatitis B. Although he, Mikael Boran and Kenassa Ayana were very ill, all six were returned to Burayu
next day, against medical advice.

16. Requests to test the others for hepatitis were initially refused. Bate and Kenassa attended hospital on several
occasions over the following two weeks and Bate was released from detention, on a stretcher, on 12 March
2022.

17. His fellow detainees (see below) were secretly transferred to Dukem, 37 km southeast of Finfinnee, in April
2023, one day before they were to be visited by officials from the National Election Board of Ethiopia. They
were later returned to Burayu Police Station. Kenassa Ayana is unable to move without crutches or a
wheelchair. He has liver complications from diabetes and developed orthopaedic problems after being
imprisoned. Gaada Gebissa has Hepatitis B, for which he should be receiving medication. (65)

18. Reports 58, 60 and 63 chronicle the continued detention of the seven OLF leaders. Another six members and
officials were among those whose detention was reported in Report 59. They were denied adequate food and
frequently moved. Since 2020, authorities have detained Abdi Regassa, Dawit Abdeta, Lammi Begna, Michael
Boran, Kenessa Ayana, and Gada Oljira, and, since 2021, Gada Gebissa – despite multiple judicial orders
directing their release. Gada Oljira has never been formally charged.

19. Tens of thousands of Oromo remain in illegal detention, suspected of supporting the OLF (a legal party
since 2019) or belonging to the peaceful Qerroo Oromo student movement.

Recommendation
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20. We recommend that constitutional guarantees of judicial oversight of detention be met, that court orders for
release of detainees be complied with and that prison conditions meet international standards. Detainees must
only be held in official detention centres and their names and places of detention kept in registers readily
available and accessible to those concerned.

Judicial independence

21. Ethiopia agreed to ensure independence of the judiciary (Recommendation 163.186). It has not done so.
Court orders for release have been ignored (see paragraph 14 above).

22. In Ethiopia, judges have immunity from arrest and detention, unless caught in the act of committing a crime
or decided otherwise by the Judicial Commission.

1. Nonetheless, Judge A . . . was detained in Finfinnee on 15 May 2020 (52).
2. In September 2020, widespread harassment of judges, prosecutors and lawyers for either alleged

leniency to political prisoners or informing them of their rights was reported. At least 20 judges had
been arrested and detained in Western Oromia since 2018, especially in Qellem Wallega. Three
judges, two prosecutors and two lawyer were among those recently arrested.

3. The President and Vice-President of Oromia Region Supreme Court were arbitrarily removed in March
2020 and replaced. A District Prosecutor and a lawyer involved with the trial of OLF detainees at
Sululta District Court were detained briefly. Judge K . . . , Gindhir district, Bale zone, remained in
custody, along with an attorney and a prosecutor, for ‘supporting’ detained protestors.

4. Two judges in Adama Tullu District Court criminal bench (East Showa) were arrested on 14 July 2020.
They were criticised the day before their arrest, for releasing suspects on bail and thereby ‘creating
problems for the police and prosecutors’, releasing prisoners before police had time to build cases
against them and for informing prisoners of their rights. When they appeared at East Showa High Court
on 22 July, the judges were accused of ‘supporting enemies of the government’ and kept in detention.
(53)

5. On 24 May 2021, Judge W . . . from Mida Qany district, West Showa was detained and held in a
‘special prison’ around Dalati, Finfinnee.

6. High Court Judge of East Wallega zone, D . . . , was also detained in late May. He was said to be held
in Kumsa Moroda palace, Nekemte, without charge or court appearance. (57)

Recommendation

23. We recommend that judicial independence be ensured and that judges be immune from arrest, within limits
set by the Ethiopian Constitution.

i https://oromiasupport.org/osg-reports/
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