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1. Introduction

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is a country of multiple cultural and religious
identities, each of which interprets social facts in its own way. Sexual orientation is one of the
social facts that cause a lot of misunderstandings in many cultures and religions, not only in Ituri
but throughout the DRC, the African continent and the world. The DRC does not criminalize
same sex relations, and in the meantime does not protect and promote the rights of LGBTIQ+
community. On the other hand, anyone who engages in activities or gestures of a homosexual
nature in public is liable to prosecution under the legal provisions governing indecent exposure.
In other words, in DRC, public displays of affection between people of the same sex can lead to
prosecution. Article 176 of the DRC Penal Code states: "Anyone who publicly outrages morals
by actions which offend modesty will be punished by penal servitude of between eight days and
three years, and a fine of between twenty-five and one thousand zaïres [old currency].

This legal vacuum leaves a leeway for ill-intentioned people like traditional, religious and
political leaders, often with belligerent agendas, to carve out a place for themselves in society
and attract many followers by scorning and engage in violent activities against people who
practice same sex relationships.

Different sources tell that LGBTIQ+ Community is facing serious discrimination, ranging from
obstacles to get job, renting houses, or express their love to each other publically. In other words,
they are ostracized in their respective communities, denied employment, houses to rent and
access to healthcare as soon as their sexuality is discovered. As a result, many choose to go
underground and suffer of sorts of consequences..

1. Discrimination against the LGBTIQ+ Community in The DRCongo

1.1. Access to health care

As far as access to healthcare is concerned, the spread of HIV and other related infections, such
as Tuberculosis, hepatitis is noticed among the LGBTIQ+ community in Ituri because of lack of
proper support. There is no provisions, whatsoever or policy in the DRCongo that render free
medical services to the sick prides although the free services exist in the Province. Many of the
Prides that we are working with said that they hide their sexual orientation in order to get the
services, but once they are discovered, they are immediately rejected. Samuel (not true name)
mentioned to us that he used to cross to near countries to access the service. Since same sex
relations were burned in rural places, he did not cross. We have lost his sight. We don? t really
know where he is for the moment.

1.2. Exclusion from religious order

The recent Pope Francis declaration to recognize the deep desire in many Catholic same-sex
couples for God? s presence in their loving relationships was met with a strong opposition from
Catholic Bishops, including the Cardinal of the Democratic Republic of Congo. Since then, the
Foundation for Peace and Development has noticed an increased level of hatred among the
LGBTIQ+ Community. It is important to mention that in DRC, religious leaders are regarded as
moral warrants and are very much trusted by their followers. This has severely complicated our
work for the protection and the rights of the LGBTIQ+ Community in Ituri. I have asked many



times appointment to meet with the Catholic Bishop of Bunia, but still denied on the account that
the Bishop is busy with clerical workIn February this year, in Kinshasa, the Head of the
Branham church expelled publicly during a service on Sunday, the church cameraman by ? name
and shame? approach. His picture was shown live on the church cameras so that those who
don? t know him

While in Ituri province, Reverend Peter (not real name) an Anglican Priest from the Diocese of
Boga, archdeaconry of Bunia was expelled from the order of Anglican Priesthood because he has
shown that he is gay though he was a good priest and took good care of his Christians. He has
gone through depression and suffered of discrimination and rejection among his colleagues
priests, his Bishop, etc. We visit him time to time to comfort him. Fortunately, his uncle who
leaves in Kampala in Uganda made him his manager who looks after all his property in Bunia
and cattle. So, his is not suffering from lacking food. Homosexuals and other men who have sex
with men are disproportionately affected by the HIV epidemic. In 2019, the risk of contracting
HIV was 26 times higher among homosexuals and other men who have sex with men than
among the rest of the adult male population. In 2019, 23% of new HIV infections were among
homosexuals and other men who have sex with men. Structural factors, such as stigma,
discrimination and violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity, and the
criminalization of homosexual sexual behavior, hinder the availability, access and uptake of HIV
prevention, testing, treatment and care and support services. Discrimination based on sexual
orientation intersects with other forms of discrimination for different groups, including those
based on race, gender identity and expression, age, HIV status, disability or socio-economic
status.

1.3. Traditional leaders against the couples in same-sex relationships

Our research has shown that same sex relations were practiced in many African cultures, even in
Ituri. If this was the case, then it was accepted in the community but was done in hiding and not
openly. The savie has been engaging with some traditional leaders to grow support to consensual
same-sex relationships amid the widespread discrimination against LBGTIQ+ people and the
lack of understanding about the Pride Community. Generally, not only in Ituri, Congo or Africa,
Traditional Chiefs are influential over the hearts and minds of their respective people. At savie,
we believe that if we put a lot of resources, we will be able to win the fierce battle that is in front
of us.

2. Savie asbl NGO PGEL LGBTQI DRC? s work on the issue of LGBTIQ+ Community

This report is the outcome of our work with the LGBTIQ+ Community in DRCongo. Though
with limited financial resources, the Savie has been reaching out to the LGBTIQ+ Community in
Ituri. The Savie assists some where possible and has been advocating for their rights, tough not
publically. One of the innovative ways to challenge discrimination against the Prides is that we
talk directly to the person who is against the protection and the promotion of the rights of the
LGBTIQ+ Community in Ituri for fear of facing criminal charges. The feedback is promising,
but the lack of resources is a problem. savie has been partnering with the different organisations



and group run by LGBTQI and those who support them in way to produce this finding.

Works:

 Conduite desk review of last cycle relevant human rights instrument reports, including
UPR review report, SDGs progress report and other relevant documents

 Develop CSO led submission based on inputs from the local and national consultations,
key informant groups, with government officials, trans and feminist leaders and
advocates and LGBTQ networks

Méthodologies

 Review of documents, data, and information from différents DR Congo institution and
gouvernent offices,

 Interviews/focus group discussions among key stakeholders in LGBTQ communities
Duration of the wok: Maximum 3 month from December 2023 until February 2024

1.4. The last recommendations
No change and there is not recommendations from the previous cycle implemented.
However, we are noted new law against lgbtq community on draft.

Référence:

0. communication with different LGBTQI perons, organisation et groups pare call and whatApp
messager
1. République démocratique du Congo : information sur la situation des minorités sexuelles, y
compris les lois et le traitement qui leur est réservé par la société et les autorités ; protection
offerte par l'État et services de soutien (2011-février 2014),

https://www.refworld.org/docid/53733bce4.html, accédé le 20 juillet 2023

https://brotherphre.com/2024/02/14/video-le-pasteur-baruti-kasongo-chasse-un-cameraman-de-
son-eglise-pour-homosexualité-et-d? autres-membres-pour-polygamie-et-impudicité-fait-inrdit-
et-incroyable/

2. Ver Resolución CADHP https://achpr.au.int/en/adopted-solvings/solving-promotion-and-
protection-rights-intersex-persons

3. Local community aganst LGBTQ community in South Kivu
https://www.gaystarnews.com/article/anti-lgbti-mob-torch-streets-in-homophobic-protest/

4. savie asbl NGO PGEL LGBT presentation
https://www.ngometa.com/CD/Bukavu/102824535312234/Savie-asbl-NGO-LGBTQ-Drc

5. la mort de defenceur de droit de l Homme a Bukavu
https://radiostarbukavu.com/2022/01/mort-tragique-dun-defenseur-des-droits-de-lhomme-a-

bukavu-des-mouvements-citoyens-se-disent-choques-par-ce-
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drame/?fbclid=IwAR3KjopqobuSws3OHwWCZbDwURKjQOUzYXDK-qj--
aMqQLWF37VlMjlmfX4

6. pour la premier fois un ministre ecrit le mot sexuel minorite dans un document official au
RDCongo

7. 20231129 NOTE CIRCULAIRE CONTRE LES VIOLENCES BASEES SUR LE
GENRE

8. Dans l? est de la RDC, les homosexuels contraints à la clandestinité, article parut dans le
Journal le Monde du 16 janvier 2023

https://brotherphre.com/2024/02/14/video-le-pasteur-baruti-kasongo-chasse-un-cameraman-de-
son-eglise-pour-homosexualité-et-d? autres-membres-pour-polygamie-et-impudicité-fait-inrdit-
et-incroyable/

9. Homosexuals and other men who have sex with men are disproportionately affected by
the HIV epidemic. In 2019, the risk of contracting HIV was 26 times higher among
homosexuals and other men who have sex with men than among the rest of the adult
male population. In 2019, 23% of new HIV infections were among homosexuals and
other men who have sex with men. Structural factors, such as stigma, discrimination and
violence based on sexual orientation and gender identity, and the criminalization of
homosexual sexual behavior, hinder the availability, access and uptake of HIV
prevention, testing, treatment and care and support services. Discrimination based on
sexual orientation intersects with other forms of discrimination for different groups,
including those based on race, gender identity and expression, age, HIV status, disability
or socio-economic status.

https://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/03-hiv-human-rights-factsheet-gay-
men_fr.pdf, accessed on the 20 August 2023.

10. la persecution d' Trans personne par les forces des arms de la RDCongo a Kinshasa
https://vimeo.com/902500915
Catholic church, say no to same sex marriage in DRCongo
11. https://youtu.be/WVQHylFke1A?si=i-X0Glo-TP2Myaue

Situation in relation with lgbtq communities in DRCongo on social media

ee to use thePour l? ONG Savie asbl NGO PGEL LGBT DRCongo

Madame Annie Nabintu Chishungu, Coordinatrice

Miss Nyota Tumahini, charge de la communication

(They/Them)Kashindi Shabani Gady, Secrétaire Exécutive
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