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1. ISSUE: PUSHBACKS (FORCEABLE AND COLLECTIVE 
EXPELLING OF MIGRANTS)

▪ Previous UPR recommendations and Facts on the Ground

➢Over 200,000 apprehended irregular migrants affected by “voluntarily
returns” hindering access to territory and asylum procedure.

➢Insufficient human rights monitoring at the Bulgarian borders.

➢Absence of Judicial Control of Pushbacks.

➢Lack of a coordinated institutional system for search and rescue operations.



CIVIL SOCIETY RECOMMENDATIONS

▪Effective investigation and judicial control of pushbacks.

▪ Independent human rights monitoring with backbone for
human rights.

▪Upholding legal obligations for search and rescue
operations by establishing an institutional search and
rescue mechanism.



2. ISSUE: MISUSE OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
AND IMMIGRATION DETENTION

➢Rising risk of misusing national security to justify
immigration detention.

➢Widespread immigration detention without comprehensive
state policy to develop alternatives to detention.



CIVIL SOCIETY RECOMMENDATIONS

➢Procedural safeguards for asylum seekers determined as a
national security threat.

➢Introducing community-based alternatives to immigration
detention.



3. ISSUE: “ZERO INTEGRATION POLICY”

➢Persistent “zero integration policy” as a structural
hindrance to access essential services.

➢No regularization pathways for long-term undocumented
migrants.



CIVIL SOCIETY RECOMMENDATIONS

➢Introducing state integration policies facilitating the access
of international protection holders to essential services.

➢Introducing mechanisms into law to regularize the status of
long-term undocumented migrants.
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