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This statement is delivered on behalf of the Global Forum of Communities
Discriminated on Work and Descent (GfoD) and Amalipe from Bulgaria, highlights the
ongoing human rights challenges faced by the Roma community in Bulgaria in the
period 2019 — 2024. Despite some progress, Roma individuals continue to experience
systemic discrimination and marginalization across key areas. The submission seeks to
draw attention to these persistent issues, emphasizing the need for comprehensive and
targeted measures to combat discrimination and promote the realization of Roma
communities' socio-economic, educational, and cultural rights.

This statement addresses 3 thematic areas with 15 recommendations and a brief
conclusion by the end. The full report is available through the QR code placed at the
end of this presentation.
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ISSUE 1: EDUCATIONAL SEGREGATION

Roma children continue to face segregation and unequal access to quality education.
Half of Roma students attend predominantly Roma schools; mixed-ethnicity school
attendance has almost halved. School segregation persists despite ECtHR rulings
against Bulgaria.

Only 44% of Roma children attend early childhood education, compared to
significantly higher rates among the general population. School dropout rates remain
high, with 60% of Roma students leaving school before completing secondary school.
As aresult, only 1in 1000 pursue tertiary education.

The lack of ethnically disaggregated data hinders monitoring and targeted policy
design, along with Funding Limitations of the National Program for Municipal
Desegregation — 50% reduction, and the Center for Educational Integration - unchanged
since 2006.
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Recommendations



1. Guarantee Free School Transportation and Universal Nutrition for all Roma
children of compulsory school age to improve attendance and performance, and
to remove access barriers.

2. Increase State Budget Allocations for segregation programs to match demand
and ensure sustainability, WHILE Independent Monitoring Mechanisms in
schools prevent the unjust placement of Roma students into special education.
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ISSUE 2: HOUSING CONDITIONS

In 2024, the Roma ethnic group had the highest at-risk-of-poverty rate in the country -
62.5%, in 2023 - 65%.

Housing conditions for Roma in Bulgaria remain bad; 43.5% of Roma live in poor
housing conditions:

¢ - 22% of Roma households lack access to tap water
e - 76.9% live in overcrowded housing

e - 34.7% have no indoor toilet or bathroom

Many Roma live on social aid payments provided by the Social Assistance Act (SAA)
(2025 - EUR 326.2) thus cannot afford to improve their living conditions.
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Recommendations:

1. Ensure access to basic utilities - clean water, sanitation, and electricity in all
Roma-populated areas by 2030, establishing benchmarks, monitoring, and
consultation with the affected communities

2. Ensure long-term urban transformation plans that prevent the ghettoization of
neighborhoods, ensuring consultation in good faith and participation of the
affected communities in all phases of the plans.
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ISSUE 3: FORCED EVICTIONS

Roma face collective, arbitrary, and forced evictions. Forced housing evictions of Roma
families without adequate notice or alternative accommodation continue to be
reported. A notable example of ongoing violations of housing rights and spatial
discrimination is the forced evictions in the “Sugar Factory” neighborhood in Sofia. In



April, 200 Roma were left behind for months, living in tents in the capital Sofia, and
some still seek social housing.
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Recommendations:

1. Provide Roma communities with specific information on their housing rights,
documentation, applicable laws and regulations, in an understandable language
forthem, in specific legal protection against evictions and abuse by the private
sector.

2. Legislate Proportionality Assessments: Amend the Spatial Development Act and
related legislation to require a proportionality review before issuing any
demolition or eviction order, in line with Yordanova and Others v. Bulgaria (ECHR)
and CERD recommendations, regardless of the legal status of the occupants.
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CONCLUSION - THANK YOU

The lack of ethnically disaggregated data hinders monitoring and targeted policy design.
The frequent grouping of Roma with other vulnerable populations often dilutes specific
analysis of the systemic barriers they face, especially regarding school segregation and
structural discrimination. Bulgaria needs to foster and develop the methodologies,
guidelines, and research needed to build a national repository of data and standards to
measure equity in education, socio-economic, and health among Roma.

The National Strategy of the Republic of Bulgaria for Equality, Inclusion and
Participation of Roma (2021-2030), adopted in 2022, needs clear strengthening and
focus on areas such as: sustaining income growth for the poorest; promoting social,
economic, and political inclusion, ensuring equal opportunities; and reducing social
inequalities.



