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Introduction 
Your excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
I am Br Benjamin Milkovic, a Franciscan friar, and an animator for Justice Peace and Integrity 
of the Creation in my Province in Croatia. Franciscans International visited Croatia at the end 
of February 2025 and met with Franciscans working for Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation 
(JPIC). It also met with partner organizations working in similar areas, such as Caritas, Jesuit 
Refugee Services, and university researchers linked to the Laudato Si' movement as well as 
fact finding meetings held with the Ombudswoman for Croatia and the member of Parliament 
heading the Agricultural Committee. As a result of these meetings, it was decided to make a 
submission on the 4th Cycled Universal Periodic Review of the Republic of Croatia and 
concentrate on two matters, namely the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment 
and the human rights of migrants. 
 
The right to a healthy environment 

On 28 July 2022, the UN General Assembly passed the resolution affirming the right to a clean, 
healthy and sustainable environment which is a global right. In Croatia there is a state law on 
Waste Management which provides at Article 54 that “Waste management must be carried out 
in a way that does not endanger people's health and does not cause a harmful impact on the 
environment". 
 
However, there have been many breaches of the waste management laws in terms of illegal 
dumping/pollution incidents as well as a failure of the waste management system itself. Illegal 
dumping and pollution incidents have been documented in the various places which are 
identified in the slide. 
 
The European Environment Agency has identified serious shortfalls in targets for recycling 
municipal solid waste, packaging waste and for landfill of municipal waste. There have been 
various complaints about landfill sites in particular from the Jakusevec and the Rijeka 
municipal site and complaints about all these areas has reached the Ombudswoman’s Office 
in Croatia as identified in the Special Report of the Ombudswoman on The Right to a Healthy 
Life and Climate Change in the Republic of Croatia.  
 
Remedial methods in relation to both dealing with a polluted environment and a more 
ecological and efficient waste management system are possible and the investments to be 
made in clearing up the problem Sovjak landfill site (Rijeka) and the identification of the town 
of Prelog as an example of how to deal with waste management on an exemplary basis gives 
hope for the future.  
 
However, we would like to offer the following recommendations to the Government of Croatia 
and would ask for your support for these: 



1. Ensure that polluters are held to account to deter illegal dumping and/or pollution 
and implement strict and systematic controls on the handling, transportation and 
disposal of waste, particularly plastics and hazardous waste.  

2. Put into effect good practices of waste management, accelerate the remedial 
actions required to remedy pollution hotspots, and take other appropriate 
measures to ensure the right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment is 
respected, protected, and fulfilled for the people of Croatia.  

The human rights of migrants  

In the third cycle of the UPR of Croatia no fewer than 17 recommendations were made by 
member states concerning migrants none of which were accepted by the Government of 
Croatia. Many of these concerned a “pushback policy” and complaints as regards these were 
made to the Ombudswoman as well as various NGOs. The present context however, is one 
where such complaints have decreased and in which Croatia as a member of the European 
Union is committed to “providing certainty and clarity for people arriving in the EU and 
protecting their fundamental rights.” (as per the European Pact on Migration) 
 
We would like to see improvements as regards the protection of the rights of migrants in 
concrete ways  firstly taking into account the Special Rapporteur’s report of 1 May 2024 
Revisiting migrants’ contributions with a human rights-based approach:  secondly, improving 
the access to detention centres by non-governmental organizations; and  thirdly restructuring 
the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF). 
 
In respect of the first of these as the Special Rapporteur underlines it is important to foster 
migrants’ contributions in society and that Governments commit “to respecting, protecting 
and fulfilling all human rights in the context of migration”. An improvement to access to the 
detention centres for NGOs would also assist in bringing an atmosphere of partnership in 
respect of improving the conditions of migrants, while improving the AMIF accessibility could 
assist in the provision of essential services to migrants by NGOs who are willing to do so. 
Accordingly, we would offer the following recommendations: 

1. Take concrete measures to protect the human rights of migrants, according to the 
international human rights standards, in line with the European Union Pact on 
Migration and Asylum. 

2. Guarantee the NGO access to migration reception and detention centers to ensure 
that independent monitoring, legal assistance and psychosocial support is 
provided for the migrants. 

3. Restructure the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund management to assist 
NGOs in providing stable and long-term support for migrants and asylum seekers. 

Thank you 

Contact: Eunan McMullan, Europe Program Coordinator, (Franciscans International) 
e.mcmullan@fiop.org 
 

mailto:e.mcmullan@fiop.org

