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Human Rights House Zagreb

• HRHZ is an independent civil society organisation committed to the 
protection and promotion of human rights, democracy, and the rule of 
law in Croatia.

• Engaged in UPR monitoring, reporting and advocacy at national and 
international levels.



National 
Consultations

• The Government organised a formal 
dialogue with civil society in drafting the 
national report.

• However, the process was largely 
symbolic: one-off meetings, limited 
opportunity for input, and no meaningful 
follow-up on concerns.

• UPR Consultations reflects a broader 
pattern of late-stage, formalistic 
engagement with NGOs.



Plan of the 
Statement

• 1. Human rights framework and 
institutions

• 2. Freedom of expression, assembly, 
and civic space

• 3. Hate speech, hate crime, and human 
rights defenders



Human 
Rights 
Framework 
& 
Institutions

• Ratification gaps: Revised European 
Social Charter (2009) not ratified; ICESCR 
OP & CERD Art.14 not recognised.

• Reporting delayed; Human Rights 
Council inactive since 2021.

• National Plan 2023–2027 adopted, but 
action plans exclude LGBTIQ+ rights and 
lack measurable indicators.

• Specialized ombudspersons vulnerable 
to dismissal by Parliament; 2022 & 2023 
reports undiscussed.



Recommendations –
Institutions

• Ratify outstanding international 
instruments and ensure timely reporting.

• Adopt inclusive and measurable action 
plans under the Human Rights Plan.

• Guarantee independence of 
ombudspersons; ensure timely debate of 
reports in Parliament.



Freedom of 
Expression 
& Civic 
Space

• SLAPPs: >750 lawsuits pending in early 
2024; chilling effect on journalists.

• Criminalisation of investigative reporting 
deters media scrutiny.

• Threats and attacks on journalists 
increasing.

• St. Mark’s Square closed since 2020; 
assemblies restricted.

• Civic space weakened: HR Council 
dormant, CSO Development Council 
dysfunctional; no civil society strategy 
since 2016.



Recommendations –
Civic Space

• Decriminalise insult and adopt anti-
SLAPP safeguards.

• Reopen St. Mark’s Square for assemblies.
• Develop and adopt a new civil society 

strategy; ensure long-term, transparent 
funding.



Hate 
Speech & 
Human 
Rights 
Defenders

• Hate crimes often misclassified; bias 
motivation ignored.

• May 2023: estimated 0.5 milion + at 
Thompson concert chanting 'Za dom 
spremni' – largest pro-fascist gathering in 
Europe since WWII; no state response.

• Defenders (migration, minority, 
environmental) face smear campaigns, 
harassment, SLAPPs, inspections; no 
protection mechanisms.



Recommendations –
Hate Speech & 
Defenders

• Strengthen monitoring and mandatory 
prosecution of hate crimes and hate 
speech.

• Explicitly condemn and sanction fascist 
symbols and slogans.

• Ensure legal safeguards and enabling 
environment for defenders.



Thank you 
for you 
attention!

www.kucaljudskihprava.hr
ivan.novosel@kucaljudskihprava.hr
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