
World Council of Churches’ staff organised a visit to Jamaica in January 2025 to support faith 

communities with taking action on sexual and gender-based violence, racism, reparations, and 

climate justice. Staff also received input regarding the 2020 UPR recommendations for submission to 

the current UPR process and to raise other concerns for human rights which partners deemed 

pertinent. This follows on WCC’s work with churches and other civil society organisations across the 

country to include children’s voices in the last UPR. This report highlights some of our findings. On 

the whole, the report reflects information shared by our partners.  Efforts to find corroborating data 

post-2019 have proven futile. 

 

Gender Inequality & SGBV 

The last UPR included 29 recommendations about gender inequality and gender-based violence. 

Men are generally better paid than women.  Single parent families are very common, with women 

taking primary responsibility of financially providing for their children and for their daily welfare. 

Many men have multiple children from multiple partners. Legal measures are in place to ensure 

child-support for children in the union but legal staff are under-resourced, thus follow up is weak.  

Whilst efforts have been made to empower women, less attention has been given on addressing 

male attitudes, and training men to live and work with empowered women. Some men attested to 

facing gender inequality and many males are marginalised. They reported that the strong focus on 

girls’ education has resulted in girls doing better than boys in schools. Many boys drop out of school 

and transit into crime and violence, believing that education doesn’t pay.  

Violence is a bane to the Jamaican society, despite efforts from various stakeholders. Intimate 

partner violence and workplace harassment is rampant.  39% of women experience sexual and 

gender-based violence in some form. Laws still define rape as male-perpetrated, excluding male 

survivors, who are often stigmatized. The stigma and silence surrounding sexual violence and abuse 

of males impacts on affected men’s mental health, leading to depression and sometimes suicide.  

UNICEF’s statistics show that Jamaica’s murder rate increased to 55 per 100,000 population in 2022, 

and of the 45 children murdered that year, 73 percent of them were boys.1 The dearth of positive 

role models in communities and in the media have perpetuated the glorification of “donmanship" 

and violence; diminishing the appetite for peace.  

Recommendations 

Adopt Panama’s recommendation for creating school “... programmes to promote a culture of peace 

and protect children from all forms of violence, in particular bullying, and establish safe and 

appropriate psychosocial support and reporting procedures for affected children”2.  

Implement and undergird the laws on sexual and gender-based violence by strengthening 

infrastructure for investigation, response and comprehensive support for survivors, perpetrators and 

those impacted psychosocially; and strengthen work combatting root causes of Sexual and Gender-

based Violence in all its forms over the next 3 years 

Ensure that all organisations which interact with prioritize child safeguarding policies immediately.  

 
1 https://www.unicef.org/media/152421/file/Jamaica-2023-COAR.pdf 
2 107.111 



Establish, strengthen, and support multi-stakeholder awareness campaigns across all sectors of 

society to shift gender biases on a phased basis over the next 3 years. 

Address workplace harassment and destigmatize violence against men through sensitivity training 

starting now. 

Train parents/teachers in conflict resolution over the next 4 years 

Expand counselling services in schools by at least 25% before the 2026 school year 

Increase community safety through police presence, provision of safe spaces, and protection for 

children commuting to school before the January term begins. 

 

Climate & Environmental Justice 

At the 2020 UPR of Jamaica, several recommendations were made concerning combatting climate 

change and protect the environment. Nigeria, Haiti, Tunisia and the Dominican Republic all called for 

the adoption of necessary measures to address the impacts of climate change3. Fiji called upon the 

Government to ensure that women, children, persons with disabilities, and indigenous and local 

communities are meaningfully engaged in the development and implementation of climate change 

and disaster risk reduction policies4, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands called on the 

Government of Jamaica to “Ratify the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public 

Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú 

Agreement)”5.  

Partners in Jamaica expressed concerns about the increasing impacts of climate change, which 

negatively impact on the environment, human lives and livelihoods. Rising temperatures are 

changing weather patterns, intensifying the frequency and strength of hurricanes. Hurricane Beryl, 

the earliest category 5 Atlantic hurricane of the season, impacted Jamaica on 3 July 2024, realising 

widespread devastation, including over 160,000 people requiring humanitarian assistance. The 

agricultural sector was severely affected, devastating the livelihood of about 45,000 farmers in the 

bananas and coconut industries.6  

Coastlines which were already being eroded lost more area of beach during Hurricane Beryl. The 

WCC staff saw first-hand how little beach is now left at Hellshire beach near Kingston. Over 15 years, 

Hellshire has lost up to 33 meters of sandy shore resulting from up to 77 meters of erosion, from sea 

level rise and coral deterioration. What’s left of the public beach can be walked across in under a 

minute, whereas 20 years ago, the beach stretched across a wide bay area where people used to be 

able to play football or host beach parties. This is a widespread concern. Another public beach in St. 

Elizabeth, lost an estimated 10 metres of sand to erosion over an 18 month-period. In that area, 

crocodiles, having lost their natural habitat, are visibly traversing the coast where people swim and 

fish. Conversely, protected areas such as the Montego Bay and Bogue lagoon areas have enforced 

environmental regulations to protect coral reefs and mangroves in the shoreline over a coastal area 

of approximately 10 km.   

 
3 107.23, 107.26, 107.29, 107.34 
4 107.35 
5 108.13 
6 https://reliefweb.int/report/jamaica/hurricane-beryl-jamaica-situation-report-no2-13-july-2024 



The rate of coastal erosion is compounded by the removal of mangrove swamps, which normally 

help to provide a buffer against hurricane destruction, to facilitate development of new hotels along 

the natural coastline. Flooding from Hurricane Sandy in 2012 affected ~25% of Jamaicans on the 

North-East coast areas.  Without the buffer of mangroves, this figure is set to increase, Access to the 

ever-shrinking beaches is managed by hotels and affluent beach front property owners. Locals from 

the Half-Moon Hellshire Bay region speculate that business has declined by 25-50%, resulting in 

increased squalor, and criminality. Since The impact assessments also indicate that droughts, a direct 

consequence of the climate crisis, has exacerbated criminality, including trafficking and domestic 

violence. Although there isn’t much statistical evidence to substantiate these claims, the crippling 

cycle of erosion affects SDGs 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, and 14, in addition to SDG13.  

Plastic pollution is a serious concern in Jamaica. Plastic containers are cheaper than glass, so 

consumers are attracted to the low prices to our detriment. More affluent communities have waste 

management systems in place, not always evident in low-income communities. A lot of litter and 

waste, including plastic, is not properly disposed of creating health and sanitation concerns, 

exacerbating the previously-cited environmental challenges.  

Large mining and other extractive industries contribute to the deleterious impact of pollution and 

soil erosion. Several release their waste into rivers and the sea, usually in poorer communities where 

the inhabitants - many of whom have no options other than to work for a very low wage in these 

industries. They suffer from various illnesses associated with the pollution around them, with little 

or no recourse to justice.  Unfortunately, existing regulations are not strictly enforced as economic 

benefits of the industries influence the execution of good governance, and private shareholders, 

sheltered from the impact in the safe havens of their homes in developed countries enjoy the 

benefits.  

Recommendations  

Ratify the Escazú Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation, and Justice in Environmental 
Matters within the next 2 years 

Reform the environmental governance system to allow for transparency and environmental 

democracy by collaboration with stakeholders, rebuilding trust, communicating and following 

through with consequences for all, in the next 5 years.   

Implement phased comprehensive coastal management strategies such as infrastructure 

development, beach nourishment, protecting the mangroves and sustainable land-use planning to 

mitigate the effects of erosion with local and global partners over the next 2 – 12 years.  

Impact assessments must be carried out on industrial activities, examining the impact on climate 

vulnerable local communities. Adequate access to clean water and waste disposal must be made 

available for all sectors of society before the next UPR.  

Impose penalties, and insist that industrialists establish creation of corrective measures to eradicate 

plastic pollution and environmentally friendly waste management systems over the next 5 years. 

Prevent hotels from claiming beaches solely for their clients. Make access to Jamaican beaches 

available to all Jamaicans. Amend the Beach Control Act of Jamaica 19567 (amended 2004) to include 

this right in the next constitutional review.  

 
7 https://laws.moj.gov.jm/library/statute/the-beach-control-act 


