
Freedom of Expression,
Digital Rights  
& Access to Information
in Liberia



Uproar  is a programme championing digital rights in over 36  
countries across Africa, MENA region and Central Asia  
through the Universal Periodic Review, a mechanism of the  
UN Human Rights Council.  

Center for Media Studies and Peacebuilding  (CEMESP) is one  
of Liberia’s leading media development organizations.  
The Center was legally established on October 24, 2003 in  
response to the challenges confronting professional media  
practice and free speech.

https://uproar.fyi/
https://www.tlabproject.org/home
https://x.com/liberiacemesp


Background

Since its 2003 civil war, Liberia has progressed in establishing  
democracy, including through holding elections, and  
implementing human rights and rule of law reforms.
Progress in promoting human rights since the third UPR cycle,  
but significant challenges remain, particularly in the digital  
space.
Rapid increase in internet penetration and mobile phone  
usage, which has expanded opportunities for freedom of  
expression and access to information .



Third Cycle Recommendations
Liberia received two recommendations on freedom of  
opinion, expression

SIERRA LEONE  
Take steps to decriminalize speech offenses in the Penal  
Code

THE MALDIVES
Uphold international human rights standards on press  
freedom to protect journalists both online and offline



Issue 1: Digital Rights,  
Internet Freedom, and Data Protection

Despite the privacy provisions in the Constitution and Penal Code,  
there is no data protection law in Liberia.

RECOMMENDATION  
Adopt Comprehensive Internet Freedom Legislation, including  
enactment of a Data Protection and Privacy Law and Cyber Security  
Law.

Enact comprehensive legislation protecting online freedom of  
expression for journalists, activists, and citizens, prohibiting  
censorship and preventing Internet Service Providers from   
removing or blocking content.



Issue 2: Freedom of Information  
and Transparency

Article 15 of Liberia’s Constitution guarantees the right to  
information, and the FOIA provides a framework for accessing  
public records.

While the Freedom of Information Act provides a legal framework  
for access to information, in practice, accessing government  
information remains difficult. Many government agencies do not  
respond to information requests, and there are reports of officials  
withholding information or delaying responses.  

RECOMMENDATION  
Strengthen the Implementation of the Freedom of Information Act  



Issue 3: Press Freedom,
and Safety of Journalists

Journalists, activists, and ordinary citizens who express critical  
views often face harassment, intimidation and arrest.  
Example: Spoon FM Communication Network, a network of  
Liberia’s most popular three private radio stations was sued by a  
government official from the then ruling Coalition for Democratic  
Change Party for US$25 Million for defamation.   

RECOMMENDATION
End harassment, intimidation and prosecution of journalists and  
critics exercising their right to free expression on and offline  



THANK YOU
Contact us  
Wremongar Joe   wremongarjoe@gmail.com  

Uproar
Website   https://uproar.fyi/

Twitter   https://twitter.com/uproar_fyi  

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/uproarfyi  

CEMESP
Website   https://cemespliberia.org/

Facebook   
https://www.facebook.com/cemespliberia/  
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