
 

Statement at the 4th Cycle of the Universal Periodic Review 

My name is Wremongar Joe, II,, and I am a Program Officer at the Centre for Media Studies and 

Peace Building (CEMESP). At the Center for Media Studies and Peacebuilding, I work to protect 

freedom of expression, uphold digital rights, combat disinformation, and equip journalists to 

report on Liberia’s evolving democracy. 

Today, I will be discussing freedom of expression online and offline in Liberia and the 

recommendations we would like the state to receive in the upcoming review.  

Issue 1: Digital Rights, Internet Freedom, and Data Protection 

Internet penetration has grown to over 30% of the population, but there is still no 

comprehensive legislation on internet freedom. Civil defamation laws are used to target online 

speech, and the absence of a data protection law leaves personal data vulnerable to misuse. 

Although a draft Personal Data Protection law has been validated, it has not been enacted. A 

Cybercrime Bill is under legislative review but remains pending. The high cost of internet access 

and, absence of service in remote communities continue to limit the right to freedom of 

expression online, particularly for marginalized groups. 

Recommendation 1  

• Adopt Comprehensive Internet Freedom Legislation, including the enactment of a Data 

Protection and Privacy Law and Cyber Security Law. 

• Enact comprehensive legislation protecting online freedom of expression for journalists, 

activists, and citizens, prohibiting censorship and preventing Internet Service Providers 

from removing or blocking content. 

 

Issue 2: Freedom of Information and Transparency 

Article 15 of Liberia’s Constitution guarantees the right to information, and the Freedom of 

Information Act provides a framework for accessing public records. However,  when journalists 

and activists in Liberia request copies of public fund spending reports from authorities, many 

simply do not respond. Likewise, ministries rarely publish procurement contracts or concession 

agreements on their websites, forcing citizens to rely on leaks or advocacy groups instead of 

official proactive disclosure. 

 In addition, the Independent Information Commission has lacked adequate financial and 

technical capacity for years. Due to this, the  Independent Information Commission cannot 



enforce compliance or process complaints quickly, leaving citizens without a reliable mechanism 

to secure access to information. 

There is no legal provision specifically addressing access to information online, and awareness 

of rights related to Freedom of Information remains low among the public. 

Recommendation 2 

Strengthen the Implementation of the Freedom of Information Act  

Strengthening the implementation of the Freedom of Information Act would ensure that 

journalists and citizens can legally access public records without fear of reprisal, reduce reliance 

on risky investigative leaks, and provide a stronger legal shield against intimidation, arbitrary 

arrests, and lawsuits, thereby fostering greater press freedom, journalist safety, and media 

independence. 

Issue 3: Press Freedom, and Safety of Journalists 

Journalists, activists, and citizens who express dissent often face harassment, intimidation, and 

costly Strategic Lawsuit Against Public Participation. Media outlets, including Liberia’s largest 

independent radio network Spoon FM, have been temporarily closed following defamation 

suits, while physical assaults on journalists in 2024 remain unresolved. Just Last week, in 

Rivercess County, journalists Eric Opa Doue and Methuselah Gaye were arrested and jailed on 

criminal charges after reporting on alleged judicial bribery. 

Reports of government monitoring of social media activity have contributed to self-censorship. 

The absence of an independent broadcast regulator and the state’s dominance as the largest 

purchaser of media space threaten media pluralism and independence. 

Recommendation: 

End all forms of criminal prosecutions of journalists by enforcing the KAK Act of Free Freedom, 

which decriminalizes speech offenses such as sedition, criminal libel against the President, and 

criminal malevolence. 

 


