
UPR Info Pre-session 50
on the Republic of

Liberia
Statement by Naomi 

Tulay-Solanke, Executive 
Director, Community 
Healthcare Initiative 

(CHI)
Delivered in Geneva on 

August 26, 2025
Statement code UPR-

LBR50

• Overview of Community 
Healthcare Initiative’s 
statement on Liberia to 
advance child rights and 
welfare through 
community engagement 
and policy reform.



Current 
Challenges -
Sexual and 

Gender-
Based 

Violence 
(SGBV)

• High prevalence: over 50% of 
women affected.

• COVID-19 increased domestic 
violence by 40%.

• Weak legal enforcement and 
social stigma hinder progress.

• There is an urgent need to 
fully implement the Domestic 
Violence Act and decentralize 
SGBV courts.



Child 
Marriage 

and Female 
Genital 

Mutilation 
(FGM)

• 40% of girls are married under 18, 
often leading to forced labor.

• 502 girls were recently subjected to 
FGM.

• Conflicts between statutory and 
customary laws undermine 
protections.

• Call for harmonization of laws, 
enforcement, and public advocacy.

• Ratification of international treaties 
is recommended.



Education 
and 

Economic 
Participation 

of Youth

• Youth unemployment is over 25%, 
with females disproportionately 
affected.

• Need for reform in Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET).

• Decentralize access beyond capitals, 
focus on marginalized youth and 
young women.

• Create safe, harassment-free 
learning and work environments.

• Scale livelihood initiatives, including 
microfinance and cooperatives.



Protecting 
Street-

Connected 
Children

• Street children face neglect, 
abuse, malnutrition, and 
trafficking risks (63.1%).

• Limited data hinders effective 
advocacy and intervention.

• Support and expand the Ministry 
of Gender’s street child project by 
providing services such as 
education, psychosocial support, 
and reintegration.

• Enhance data collection and 
monitoring to better inform 
policy.



Legal, 
Institutional, and 

Community 
Recommendations

• Establish fast-track courts for SGBV, 
harmonize laws, enforce a minimum 
marriage age of 18, and criminalize 
FGM.

• Increase funding and capacity for the 
Ministry of Gender to support 
survivors.

• Promote community outreach to 
change harmful traditions and norms.

• Promote governance, transparency, 
youth engagement, and social 
accountability.



Call to 
Action and 
Conclusion

• Community Healthcare Initiative 
pledges partnership with government 
and civil society.

• Need for clear, actionable, time-bound 
recommendations for Liberia’s 
Universal Periodic Review.

• Request international support from 
states, donors, and UN bodies for 
reforms.

• Together, build safer, healthier futures 
for Liberia’s children and youth.


	Slide 1: UPR Info Pre-session 50 on the Republic of Liberia Statement by Naomi Tulay-Solanke, Executive Director, Community Healthcare Initiative (CHI) Delivered in Geneva on August 26, 2025 Statement code UPR-LBR50
	Slide 2: Current Challenges - Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV)
	Slide 3: Child Marriage and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM)
	Slide 4: Education and Economic Participation of Youth
	Slide 5: Protecting Street-Connected Children
	Slide 6: Legal, Institutional, and Community Recommendations
	Slide 7: Call to Action and Conclusion

