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Introduction
Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am honored to represent the Community Healthcare Initiative and to address the
ongoing challenges and progress related to the rights and welfare of children and young
people in Liberia. Since Liberia’s post-conflict reconstruction’s period, significant efforts
have been made to create and reform policies, and institutions aimed at protecting
children and youth. However, entrenched systemic gaps continue to expose many
vulnerable groups to violence, exploitation, and deprivation of basic rights. The situation
is dire, warranting urgent attention and collective action.

Situational Analyses
1. Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV):

SGBV remains alarmingly high in Liberia, with reports indicating that over 50% of women
have experienced some forms of violence in their lifetime (UN Women, 2023). The
Government received 27 recommendations addressing violence in the last UPR cycle,
yet a culture of impunity persists due to weak enforcement, inadequate judicial capacity,
and pervasive social stigma. The COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated these issues, leading
to a reported 40% increase in domestic violence cases (UNFPA, 2021). Curtailing this
menace requires urgent reform to strengthen legal proceedings, survivor support, and
public awareness campaigns.

Recommendation:

Therefore, the Government of Liberia should prioritize the full implementation of the
Domestic Violence Act and the National Roadmap on SGBYV, including decentralizing
Criminal Court “E” in all counties to fast-track SGBV cases. The government must ensure
adequate budget allocations for safe homes, one-stop centers, and psychosocial services
in rural and urban communities, while at the same time, partner with traditional leaders,
community structures, and the media to challenge harmful norms and foster a culture of
accountability and survivor protection.

2. Child Marriage:

Child marriage is a critical issue, affecting 40% of girls under 18 (UNICEF, 2023). This
practice often constitutes the sale of children for forced labor. The discrepancies between
statutory law and customary laws, particularly in rural areas, severely undermine child
protection efforts. Recently, reports indicated that 502 girls underwent female genital



mutilation (FGM) (Human Rights Watch, 2023), underscoring the urgent need for robust
legal bans and awareness campaigns. The Government must harmonize laws and ratify
all relevant UN treaties, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Recommendation:

The Community Healthcare Initiative recommends that Parliament, traditional leaders, and
relevant state agencies should work collaboratively to harmonize statutory and customary laws to
end child marriage and female genital mutilation (FGM), ensuring that legal protections reach all
communities, especially in rural areas. Lawmakers should enact and enforce a comprehensive
ban on FGM, while civil society organizations and media partners frame advocacy messaging for
behavioral and systemic change. Additionally, Liberia should ratify and domesticate all relevant
international treaties, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to strengthen
accountability and safeguard the rights of girls.

3. Education and Economic Participation:

The education and economic participation of youth, particularly young women, remain
insufficient. Over 25% of young people are unemployed, with the rate significantly higher
among females (World Bank, 2023). The fragmented Technical and Vocational Education
and Training (TVET) sector requires comprehensive reform to ensure market-relevant
skills and decent employment opportunities, with a zero-tolerance policy for harassment
and discrimination. Additionally, the government must integrate gender-responsive
programming, robust quality assurance, across all educational and workplace settings.

Recommendation:

The Government of Liberia, working with county education officers, local training
institutions should decentralize and expand access to quality TVET and skills
development programs beyond Monrovia to rural counties, with a focus on young
women and marginalized youth. Partnerships with the private sector should be leveraged
to align training with labor market needs and to create apprenticeship opportunities. We
must ensure safe and inclusive learning and work environments, institutions must adopt
and enforce anti-harassment codes of conduct and provide gender-sensitive support
systems. Targeted livelihood initiatives, including access to microfinance and agricultural
cooperatives, should also be scaled up to enhance the economic participation of young
women in both the formal and informal sectors.



4. Street-Connected Children:

Street-connected children face acute vulnerabilities, including neglect, malnutrition,
sexual abuse, and social exclusion. Furthermore, 63.1 percent of children living in Liberia
have faced extreme conditions that constituted human trafficking, according to the U.S.
Department of State’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons (TIP). However, The
Ministry of Gender’s recent street child project marks progress but requires ongoing
support and expansion to effectively address these challenges. Despite these situations
among children, there is limited real time data on the complex challenges of children
which affect our development priorities and accurate advocacy. However, strengthening
data collection systems and monitoring mechanisms is essential to accurately quantify
the street child population and track outcomes of interventions, enabling evidence-
based policy making.

Recommendation:

To effectively respond to the acute vulnerabilities faced by street-connected children in
Liberia, a multi-pronged approach is required. Strengthening data collection systems
and monitoring mechanisms is essential to accurately quantify the street child
population, track interventions, and inform evidence-based policymaking. The Ministry
of Gender’s recent street child project should be supported with sustainable resources
and scaled beyond Monrovia, ensuring comprehensive services such as psychosocial
support, nutrition, education, and reintegration programs.



Generic Recommendations
Legal and Judicial Reforms

Community Healthcare Initiative urges the Government of Liberia to:
I.  Establish fast-track courts for SGBV cases and enhance capacity building for

courts and prosecutors.

II.  Harmonize statutory and customary laws; enforce a minimum marriage age of
18.

lll.  Ratify UN Optional Protocols on child trafficking, sale, and exploitation.

IV.  Criminalize and eradicate FGM through comprehensive legislation and public
education.

Institutional and Survivor Support:

|.  Expand funding and technical capacity building for the Ministry of Gender
Children and Social Protection to address GBV across Liberia.
II.  Provide psychosocial, medical, and legal services for survivors of abuse.

Education and Economic Empowerment:

I. Reform TVET to deliver market-driven, gender-sensitive education.
[I.  Promote youth employment, especially for young women, while ensuring
workplaces places are free from harassment.

Address Harmful Traditions and Raise Awareness:

I.  Abolish child marriage and FGM through community outreach and alternative
livelihoods for practitioners.
II.  Promote intergenerational dialogues on children’s rights and gender equality.

Health, Drug Abuse Prevention, and Child Welfare:

I.  Expand programs addressing youth drug abuse by increasing awareness,
prevention, and rehabilitation services.

II.  Ensure universal birth registration and access to healthcare for street-
connected children.



Support for Street Children:

I.  Strengthen the Ministry of Gender’s current ongoing Street Child project to
provide shelter, education, and reintegration for street children.

II.  Publicly name and shame perpetrators of abuse against children and
extend social protection services.

Governance and Civic Engagement:

I.  Encourage constructive government-citizen dialogue addressing youth
grievances that fuel social unrest.
II.  Protect the fundamental rights of peaceful assembly and expression.
[ll.  Promote transparency and accountability in youth welfare initiatives.



Conclusion

These recommendations are grounded in Liberia’s national laws and international
commitments, and reflect findings from reputable organizations such as Defence for
Children International, UNICEF, and the World Bank. As Liberia prepares for its
forthcoming Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Working Group session, it is imperative to
note that recommendations issued by this body be precise to problem solving,
actionable, and time-bound, with clear benchmarks for monitoring and accountability.
Such approach will ensure that Liberia not only meets its international obligations but
also creates measurable improvements in the lives of its challenging population.

The Community Healthcare Initiative stands ready to partner with government bodies
and civil society for effective child protection and youth empowerment.

Call To Action:

We call upon all Member States, bilateral donors, UN agencies, and other stakeholders to lend
their expertise, technical assistance to Liberia’s efforts to operationalize these reforms
effectively and sustainably.

Thank you.
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