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Introduction

➢ Global Justice and Research Project (GJRP): a Liberian non-governmental 

organization that seeks justice for victims of international crimes by 

investigating and documenting crimes committed during the Liberian civil 

wars.

➢ GJRP works closely together with its Swiss partner organization Civitas 

Maxima. 

➢ Together, these organizations seek justice for victims, mainly through 

universal jurisdiction cases abroad. 

➢ On 7 April 2025, GJRP co-signed a Joint Stakeholder Submission for this 

year’s UPR along with The Advocates for Human Rights, the CSO Platform –

Liberia, the Center for Justice and Accountability, Civitas Maxima, the Global 

Justice Center and Human Rights Watch.



Situation in Liberia – Accountability mechanism

Create a fair and sustainable accountability mechanism to hold 

perpetrators of crimes commited during the Liberian civil wars accountable

➢ In 2009, the TRC recommended the establishment of an ‘Extraordinary 

Criminal Court for Liberia’.

➢ During the UPR 2020, Liberia rejected three recommendations linked to a 

concrete establishment of a war and economic crimes court.

➢ To date not a single person has been prosecuted in Liberia for crimes 

related to the civil wars. The only convictions occurred abroad.

➢ In 2024, President Boakai signed an executive order establishing the ‘Office of 

a War and Economic Crimes Court for Liberia’.

➢ 2 million USD were promised to the Office by the Government but only 15% 

have been paid so far.

➢ A roadmap for the establishment of the war and economic crimes court has 

been developed and published by the Office. 



Recommendations – Accountability mechanism

➢ Replace the Executive Order by legislation.

➢ Support the Office for the war and economic crimes court

through 

➢ funding, 

➢ technical support and 

➢ continuous dialogue and cooperation. 

➢ Ensure that the war crimes court is equipped to achieve trials 

that would be fair, meaningful, and credible and compliant 

with international standards and practice. 

➢ Support efforts by third countries to bring universal jurisdiction 

cases against Liberian perpetrators.



Situation in Liberia – Victim and witness protection

Comprehensive and effective protection framework for victims, 

witnesses, and human rights defenders

➢ The ongoing impunity in Liberia bears a significant security risks for 

victims and witnesses that speak out against their perpetrators or 

wish to do so. 

➢ It poses a threat to human rights defenders in Liberia, who support 

victims in their quest for justice.

➢ The TRC’s final report as the roadmap of the Office for the war crimes 

court call for comprehensive witness protection mechanisms.

➢ Liberia needs a comprehensive victim and witness protection program 

and security mechanisms in place for human rights defenders.



Recommendations – Victim and witness protection

➢ Ensure effective protection for victims and witnesses who 

testify in proceedings on crimes committed during the civil wars -

in universal jurisdiction cases or before Justice mechanisms in 

Liberia.

➢ Ensure the protection of human rights defenders involved in 

the investigation of war crimes in Liberia.



Situation in Liberia – Reparations and engagement

Comprehensive reparations scheme for victims and affected 

communities and meaningful engagement of victims, their families 

and civil society organizations in the transitional justice process

➢ In its Strategic Roadmap for National Healing, Peacebuilding and 

Reconciliation, the Liberian Government had committed to 

➢ establish a reparation trust fund for victims, 

➢ ensure psychosocial support for them and 

➢ develop a community-based reparation program.

➢ No action taken so far on these points.

➢ Need to ensure reparations for victims and communities and to 

engage them actively in the transitional justice process.



Recommendation – Reparations and engagement

➢ Develop and implement a comprehensive reparations 

scheme, on a community level, including 

➢ restitution, 

➢ guarantees of non-repetition, 

➢ monetary compensation, etc., 

for victims of gross human rights violations and war crimes 

and communities affected by the civil wars.



Thank you!
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