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HUMAN RIGHTS IN LIBERIA
UPR PRE-SESSION

Your excellences, delegates, ladies and gentlemen

I am Attorney Urias Teh Pour, Executive Director of the Independent National Commission on Human
Rights of Liberia (INCHR). I deliver this statement on behalf of the Independent National Commission on
Human Rights (INCHR) of Liberia, an ‘A’ status National Human Rights Institution established by Act of
Legislature in 2005. Our mandate is to protect and promote human rights across Liberia, including through

monitoring, documentation, and engagement with both state and non-state actors.
The INCHR report will cover four (2) broad thematic areas, including:

1. Women’s Rights

2. Rule of Law

3. Economic, Social & Cultural Rights

4. Institutions & Policies



Issue 1: Women’ Rights

With regards to women rights, progress has been made in the suspension of Female

Genital Mutilation (FGM) until January 2026, and the Government of Liberia sanctioned

against local authorities who violated the moratorium in August 2025.

A draft legislation is under consideration to criminalize FGM, also , the Domestic

Violence Act of 2019 is being reviewed to improve survivor compensation.

Recommendation: we call on the Government of Liberia to Accelerate the

criminalization of FGM, ensure release of children from traditional schools, and implement

the Domestic Violence Act with compensation for survivors of SGBV.

Issue 2: Rule of law

In this regard, a positive steps include the abolition of trial by ordeal, (a practice in which
an accused in criminal or civil cases confess to incriminate himself or herself), also, the
Kamara A. Kamara Act of 2019 decriminalizing free speech, and as well the
strengthened of the prosecutorial powers for the Liberia Anti-Corruption Commission
to directly prosecute corruption cases.

However, harmful practices persist through the continued issuance of traditional licenses,
and detainees in prisons and hospitalized citizens were excluded from voting in 2023.
Recommendation: Abolish harmful customary practices, strengthen awareness on the
role of traditional leaders, as well as reform of the electoral laws to ensure inclusivity

for all citizens.



Issue 3: Economic, Social & Cultural Rights

The Government of Liberia adopted the Pro-Poor Agenda (2018-2023) and the ARREST

Agenda (2024-2029) to improve livelihoods and address socio-economic rights.

However, these plans lack sufficient resources and inclusivity, with limited grassroots

participation.

Recommendation: We call on the Government of Liberia to allocate adequate resources

to national development plans and ensure broader consultation and participation of

communities

Issue 4:Institutions & Policies
While budgetary support to INCHR increased by 12% in 2024-2025, the Commission
remains underfunded and understaffed, limiting its ability to fulfil its mandate.
Recommendation: We recommend to the Government of Liberia to allocate adequate
resources to INCHR and support the implementation of Truth and Reconciliation
Commission recommendations (the recommendations are the outcome of the 14 years of
civil war that led to loss of lives of thousands of Liberia) , it includes : memorialization,
reconciliation, and accountability measures.
Conclusion

In conclusion, while progress has been made, critical gaps persist. We call on the
international community to support Liberia in closing these gaps, so that commitments
become action and reforms translate into tangible improvements in the daily lives of all
Liberians.

Thank you.






