HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION
OF
LGBTIQ PERSONS IN
LIBERIA

I UPR Info Pre-sessions



Status of Previous Recommendations

-
o0 Decriminalization:

Previous recommendations just to name a few, Mexico,
Ireland, ltaly, to repeal laws criminalizing same-sex
relations were not implemented.

0 Anti-Discrimination:

France, Costa Rica, Cananda, urged repeal of
discriminatory provisions and adoption of inclusive
protections — no legislation enacted beyond the Decent
Work Act, which covers only workplaces.

o Violence & Impunity:

Canada recommended combating impunity and repealing
discriminatory laws; attacks and harassment continue with
little accountability



Issue 1: Criminalization of Same-Sex

Relations
I

» Liberia’s Penal Code still criminalizes consensual same-
sex relations (“sodomy” punishable by imprisonment).

» Rare prosecutions, but laws invite harassment,
blackmail, and threats.

» New development (2024): Proposal of an Anti-
Homosexuality Bill introducing new Section 14.80,
expanding penalties and legitimizing discrimination



Issue 1- Recommendations

~ Repeal Penal Code Sections 14.47,
14.79, and the proposed 14.80.

~ Halt passage of regressive laws.



Issue 2: Lack of Comprehensive Anti-

Discrimination Protections

N
» LGBTIQ people face hate speech, harassment, and exclusion.

~ No broad protections in healthcare, housing, education, or
justice access.

~ Reports of harassment in hospitals and eviction from homes
due to sexual orientation/gender identity.



Issue 2: Recommendations.

~ Adopt a national law prohibiting
discrimination based on sexual orientation
& gender identity in all sectors.

» Create a national equality body to handle
complaints.



Issue 3: Violence, Impunity, and Access to

Justice
I

» Crimes against LGBTIQ individuals are rarely
prosecuted; victims fear reporting.

» Police sometimes justify inaction based on victims’
identities.

» Criminalization fosters impunity and deters victims from
seeking justice.



Issue 3:Recommendations

» Ensure prompt investigation and prosecution of hate-
motivated crimes.

~ Train police, prosecutors, and judges on SOGI rights.
Establish safe reporting mechanisms.



Cross-Cutting Issue: Public Awareness and

Civil Society Support
N

» High social stigma fuelled by harmful rhetoric.

» LGBTIQ community organizations face barriers to
registration and operation.



Cross-Cutting Issue: Recommendations

» Implement nationwide campaigns to
reduce stigma.

~ Guarantee unrestricted registration and
operation of LGBTIQ-led groups.



Closing

Despite repeated recommendations, progress has stalled
or regressed.

Urgent action is needed on decriminalization, protection,
justice, and awareness to meet Liberia’s human rights
obligations.
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