
Protecting Civil Society in Libya

Intervention by a Libyan Platform representative

Libyan Platform x CIHRS joint report



Shrinking Civic Space

• Issue: Authorities enforce Gaddafi-era laws 
and new decrees that criminalize peaceful 

civic activity and expression.

• Recommendation: Repeal Law No. 19 of 2001 
and abolish restrictive decrees and circulars 

that limit NGO operations.



Restrictions on NGOs

• Issue: Judicial rulings protecting associations 
are ignored; Civil Society Commission blocks 

registration, funding, and cooperation.

• Recommendation: Lift barriers on 
registration, funding, and international 

cooperation, in line with Article 22 of the 
ICCPR.



Civil Society & International 
Engagement

• Issue: Security agencies force NGOs to pledge 
non-communication with international 

partners, cutting off funding and cooperation.

• Recommendation: Establish transparent 
mechanisms for civil society engagement 
with international human rights bodies.



Youth & Women’s Participation

• Issue: Circular No. 7 of 2024 requires youth to 
seek approval before international 

engagement; women disproportionately 
targeted.

• Recommendation: Guarantee an enabling 
environment for youth and women’s 

organizations to operate freely without 
stigmatization.



Arbitrary Detentions & 
Intimidation

• Issue: At least 17 activists detained between 
2023–2024; women activists and journalists 

face threats, smear campaigns, and 
cyberattacks.

• Recommendation: End arbitrary detention 
and intimidation of activists, and ensure 

accountability for enforced disappearances 
and threats.



Closing

• Libyan civil society shows resilience despite 
unprecedented risks.

• Council and member states must act to 
protect civic space.

• A strong, independent civil society is essential 
for peace, accountability, and a rights-
respecting future in Libya.
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