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Intervention on Civil Society in Libya

Mr. President,

This statement is delivered on behalf of the Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies and the
Libyan Platform for Human Rights, based on their joint report to this UPR cycle.

Civil society in Libya faces unprecedented restrictions. Authorities continue to enforce
Gaddafi-era Law No. 19 of 2001, which places associations under state control and threatens
activists with criminalization. In practice, this law prevents NGOs from functioning
independently.

To address this, the Libyan Platform and CIHRS urge Libya to repeal Law No. 19 of 2001 and
adopt a new CSO law in line with international standards, ensuring freedom of association
as guaranteed under Article 22 of the ICCPR.

Court rulings that affirmed the independence of associations have been ignored, as
authorities issued new decrees and decisions further restricting NGOs.

We therefore recommend abolishing all executive decrees undermining civil society and
ensuring judicial decisions are respected in practice.

Security agencies and the Civil Society Commission have forced NGOs to pledge non-
communication with international partners, cutting off cooperation and funding. This has led
to the closure of organizations and isolated activists.

We urge Libya to establish a transparent legal framework for international cooperation
that allows NGOs to engage freely with partners and international human rights bodies.

Youth and women’s groups are particularly targeted. Circular No. 7 of 2024 requires
government approval for youth participation abroad, effectively silencing independent youth
activism. Women activists and journalists face intimidation, defamation campaigns, and
online harassment.
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We recommend repealing Circular No. 7 of 2024 and ensuring an enabling environment for
youth and women’s organizations to operate without stigma or fear.

Arbitrary detention and intimidation remain common. Between 2023 and 2024, at least 17
activists were arbitrarily detained, often without access to lawyers. In March 2024, journalist
Zainab Tirbah and activist Ahlam Nasser Ben Taboun received death threats for criticizing
authorities.

We call on Libya to end arbitrary detention of civil society actors, hold perpetrators
accountable, and guarantee protection for peaceful activists.

Mr. President,

The Libyan Platform and CIHRS stress that civil society is not a threat but an essential partner
in building accountability and inclusive governance. We urge this Council and its member
states to press Libya to adopt a rights-respecting CSO law, repeal repressive measures, and

guarantee space for independent civic action.

Thank you.
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