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1. The Islamic Republic of Iran hereby reiterates its unwavering support for the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism as a global forum dedicated to protecting and
promoting human rights in a manner that is equitable and non-selective, grounded in
constructive and meaningful dialogue.*

2. Iran accords serious consideration to the recommendations advanced during the fourth
cycle of its review session convened on 24 January 2025, insofar as they aim to promote
human rights.

3. Following consultations with all relevant stakeholders, Iran fully supports 142 of the
346 recommendations received. Meanwhile, 186 recommendations have not been supported
by Iran due to their manifest contradiction with existing laws or their reliance upon
unfounded allegations and inappropriate language. Additionally, Iran takes note of
recommendations numbered 38.5, 38.6, 38.10, 38.16, 38.18, 38.20, 38.22, 38.26, 38.27,
38.28, 38.29, 38.30, 38.32, 38.33, 38.54, 38.333, 38.344 and 38.345.

4. Iran, while reaffirming its commitment to pursuing and implementing the
recommendations of the fourth cycle, underscores that the imposition of an extensive regime
of unlawful unilateral coercive measures by the United States — compounded by the
acquiescence of numerous third-party States and commercial entities — has engendered
serious challenges to the fulfillment of the State’s commitments in upholding and promoting
human rights. Iran expresses its appreciation to those States that have duly recognized the
negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the rights of the Iranian people and
expects that other States, as well as United Nations human rights bodies, will, in accordance
with their mandates, undertake meaningful steps to oppose these unlawful measures aiming
to eliminate the negative consequences of such unwarranted measures on the rights of the
people.

5. Regarding Recommendation numbered 38.26, it is emphasized that Iran remains
committed to the ICCPR? and the CRC?. In this context, Iran periodically submits its reports
on the implementation of its commitments to the relevant treaty bodies. Specifically, Iran
participated in the Human Rights Committee session in October 2023 to review its Fourth
Periodic Report under the ICCPR. Furthermore, the Fifth and Sixth Combined Periodic
Reports on the implementation of the CRC have been submitted to its Committee in
November 2023.

6. With respect to recommendations numbered 38.82, 38.85, 38.87, 38.90, 38.92, 38.93,
38.95, 38.97, 38.101, 38.102, 38.105, 38.108, 38.109, and 38.112, Iran emphasizes that — in
accordance with Article 6 of the ICCPR — capital punishment is exclusively reserved for the
most serious crimes. Pursuant to recent legislative amendments, the maximum penalty
applicable to juveniles is five years of detention in a juvenile correctional and rehabilitation
center. Furthermore, capital punishment shall neither be imposed nor executed in cases where
the offender, despite having reached the age of criminal responsibility, has failed to
comprehend the nature of the offense and, based on expert assessment and judicial
determination, has not attained full intellectual and mental maturity.

7. With respect to recommendations numbered 38.119, 38.120, 38.121, 38.122, 38.136,
and 38.137, Iran underscores that — on the strength of Article 7 of the ICCPR, Article 38 of
the Constitution, Article 169 of the Islamic Penal Code (2013), Article 587 of the Islamic
Penal Code (Discretionary Punishments), Article 60 and the final clause of Article 195 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure, Article 108 of the Executive Bylaws of the State Prisons and
Security and Corrective Measures Organization, as well as Paragraph 9 of the Single Article
of the Law on Respecting Legitimate Freedoms and Safeguarding Citizens’ Rights (2004) —
torture, any form of mistreatment, and the extraction of confessions under duress or coercion
are strictly prohibited and are deemed devoid of any legal weight or validity. Consequently,
perpetrators of such acts are subject to prosecution and severe punishment. Moreover,
continuous oversight of bailiffs of the justice administration is ensured pursuant to Article 33
of the Code of Criminal Procedure by prosecutors, through the deployment of judicial
authorities in detention centers, and via the Secretariat for the Protection of Citizens’ Rights,
provincial supervisory boards, periodic inspections, and the examination of reports and
complaints.
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8. With respect to recommendations numbered 38.75, 38.157, and 38.325, Iran asserts
that, in accordance with Article 19 of the Constitution, “The people of Iran, regardless of
their ethnicity or tribe, shall enjoy equal rights, and distinctions based on color, race,
language, or similar considerations shall not serve as grounds for privilege.” It is noteworthy
that Iran, as a nation with a profound historical legacy, has never been founded upon
structural ethnic or religious conflicts, nor has it been established on the dichotomy of a
majority-minority framework. Any endeavor to portray ethnicities as a minority status is
fundamentally inconsistent with Iran’s historical, geographical, and cultural realities.

9. With respect to recommendations numbered 38.115, 38.116, and 38.117, Iran
reaffirms that the right to peaceful assembly is duly recognized under the Constitution and
ordinary laws. Accordingly, individuals exercising this right are safeguarded by law, and by
adopting the necessary measures, the Government ensures a secure and conducive
environment for such gatherings. However, should participants, in contravention of legal
provisions, resort to unlawful and violent acts that instill fear among the public and endanger
lives, they shall bear full legal responsibility for the consequences of their criminal conduct.

10.  With respect to recommendations numbered 38.121, 38.122, 38.123, and 38.136, Iran
underscores that, by decree of the President on 7 May 2023, a Special Committee was
established to ensure transparency, conduct a thorough and impartial examination, and
address and remedy any violations of citizens’ rights in the course of the 2022 riots. The
Special Committee has submitted its investigative reports and findings to the President, and
its mandate has been extended in 6 October 2024 to facilitate the completion of follow-up
measures and necessary actions.

11.  With respect to recommendations numbered 38.33, and 38.284, while criminalizing
violence against women and children under Iran penal laws and the “Law on the Protection
of Children and Adolescents (2020)”, the “Bill on the Prevention of Harm to Women and the
Enhancement of Their Security Against Abuse”, further criminalizes or intensifies penalties
for all forms of violence and maltreatment against women, girls, and children. Effective
mechanisms for monitoring implementation and necessary intervention have also been
established. Honor crimes, including homicide, are explicitly criminalized, and under the
Islamic Penal Code, the perpetrator — whether a father, brother or any other individual — is
subject to prosecution, with the victim or the owners of blood entitled to seek judicial
recourse for prosecution and punishment of the offender.

12.  With respect to recommendations numbered 38.173, 38.174, 38.178, and 38.246, Iran
asserts that “child marriage” is inconsistent with the overarching policies and legal
framework of the country. Additionally, the cultural and social transformations within the
nation, coupled with the rising levels of education among girls and women, have contributed
to an increase in the average age of marriage.

13.  Regarding Recommendation numbered 38.299, it is emphasized that the laws and
regulations of Iran are protective of children. Under Articles 3, 11, and 15 of the Law on the
Protection of Children and Adolescents (2020), any form of economic abuse or exploitation
of children is criminalized, and supportive institutions are mandated to intervene
immediately.

14.  Iran takes this opportunity to place on recording its reservation regarding those parts
of the Working Group’s report that could be construed as recognizing the Israeli regime.

15.  The positions of Iran concerning the received recommendations are hereby declared
as follows.

Recommendations Fully Supported

Iran fully endorses the following recommendations

16.  38.31, 38.48, 38.49, 38.50, 38.51, 38.52, 38.53, 38.55, 38.56, 38.57, 38.58, 38.59,
38.60, 38.61, 38.62, 38.63, 38.64, 38.66, 38.68, 38.69, 38.70, 38.71, 38.72, 38.80, 38.131,
38.132, 38.135, 38.138, 38.149, 38.152, 38.154, 38.159, 38.168, 38.169, 38.171, 38.177,
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38.178, 38.179, 38.180, 38.181, 38.182, 38.183, 38.185, 38.186, 38.187, 38.188, 38.189,
38.190, 38.191, 38.192, 38.193, 38.194, 38.195, 38.196, 38.197, 38.198, 38.199, 38.200,
38.201, 38.202, 38.204, 38.205, 38.206, 38.207, 38.208, 38.209, 38.210, 38.211, 38.212,
38.213, 38.214, 38.215, 38.216, 38.217, 38.218, 38.219, 38.220, 38.221, 38.222, 38.223,
38.224, 38.225, 38.226, 38.228, 38.229, 38.230, 38.231, 38.232, 38.233, 38.234, 38.235,
38.236, 38.237, 38.238, 38.239, 38.244, 38.247, 38.248, 38.250, 38.253, 38.254, 38.263,
38.267, 38.268, 38.270, 38.271, 38.272, 38.273, 38.274, 38.276, 38.277, 38.278, 38.279,
38.280, 38.281, 38.288, 38.291, 38.294, 38.295, 38.296, 38.297, 38.298, 38.300, 38.301,
38.302, 38.303, 38.304, 38.305, 38.306, 38.307, 38.308, 38.309, 38.310, 38.311, 38.312,
38.313, 38.314, 38.331, 38.332, 38.334, 38.343, 38.346.

Recommendations Not Supported

Iran does not support the following recommendations

17. 38.1,38.2,38.3,38.4,38.7,38.8,38.9,38.11, 38.12, 38.13, 38.14, 38.15, 38.17, 38.19,
38.21, 38.23, 38.24, 38.25, 38.34, 38.35, 38.36, 38.37, 38.38, 38.39, 38.40, 38.41, 38.42,
38.43, 38.44, 38.45, 38.46, 38.47, 38.65, 38.67, 38.73, 38.74, 38.75, 38.76, 38.77, 38.78,
38.79, 38.81, 38.82, 38.83, 38.84, 38.85, 38.86, 38.87, 38.88, 38.89, 38.90, 38.91, 38.92,
38.93, 38.94, 38.95, 38.96, 38.97, 38.98, 38.99, 38.100, 38.101, 38.102, 38.103, 38.104,
38.105, 38.106, 38.107, 38.108, 38.109, 38.110, 38.111, 38.112, 38.113, 38.114, 38.115,
38.116, 38.117, 38.118, 38.119, 38.120, 38.121, 38.122, 38.123, 38.124, 38.125, 38.126,
38.127, 38.128, 38.129, 38.130, 38.133, 38.134, 38.136, 38.137, 38.139, 38.140, 38.141,
38.142, 38.143, 38.144, 38.145, 38.146, 38.147, 38.148, 38.150, 38.151, 38.153, 38.155,
38.156, 38.157, 38.158, 38.160, 38.161, 38.162, 38.163, 38.164, 38.165, 38.166, 38.167,
38.170, 38.172, 38.173, 38.174, 38.175, 38.176, 38.184, 38.203, 38.227, 38.240, 38.241,
38.242, 38.243, 38.245, 38.246, 38.249, 38.251, 38.252, 38.255, 38.256, 38.257, 38.258,
38.259, 38.260, 38.261, 38.262, 38.264, 38.265, 38.266, 38.269, 38.275, 38.282, 38.283,
38.284, 38.285, 38.286, 38.287, 38.289, 38.290, 38.292, 38.293, 38.299, 38.315, 38.316,
38.317, 38.318, 38.319, 38.320, 38.321, 38.322, 38.323, 38.324, 38.325, 38.326, 38.327,
38.328, 38.329, 38.330, 38.335, 38.336, 38.337, 38.338, 38.339, 38.340, 38.341, 38.342.

Specific Clarifications and Considerations

18.  Regarding Recommendation numbered 38.21, it is clarified that Iran has been
committed for decades to the five core international human rights treaties, which include
prohibitions on torture and enforced disappearance. Furthermore, under Iran’s domestic laws
and regulations, these acts are criminalized and prosecutable.

19.  With respect to recommendations numbered 38.124, 38.128, and 38.203, the
Executive Bylaws of the State Prisons and Security and Corrective Measures Organization
were revised and approved in 2021 in alignment with international standards, including the
Nelson Mandela Rules. These regulations establish significant affirmative and prohibitive
safeguards in areas such as oversight, communication frameworks between detainees and
supervisory bodies, judicial assistance, the establishment of prisoners’ rights protection
offices, healthcare services, education, and employment programs. Also, healthcare services
are provided to prisoners free of charge. These services include health screenings, vaccination
programs, mental health support, medical treatment, and hospitalization when necessary.

20.  With respect to recommendation numbered 38.137, it is reaffirmed that pursuant to
Article 3 of the Islamic Penal Code, Iran’s criminal laws apply to all individuals who commit
offenses within the territorial jurisdiction of Iran, whether on land, at sea, or in the air.
Consequently, nationality does not — under the Iranian legal system or any other legal system
(except in cases where recognized diplomatic and consular immunities apply) — constitute an
impediment to the prosecution of crimes.

21.  With respect to recommendation numbered 38.148, the Law on the Use of Firearms
by Armed Forces Personnel in Necessary Situations, enacted on 8 January 1995, prohibits
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the use of firearms except in exceptional cases, strictly regulated by the four conditions
prescribed therein, including as a measure of last resort.

22.  With respect to recommendation numbered 38.153, it is clarified that freedom of
worship and expression is also guaranteed in Articles 23, 24 and 26 of the Constitution and
the ordinary laws. Followers of religious minorities are free to hold their religious and
worship ceremonies. About 300 churches, 16 synagogues and 78 Zoroastrian places of
worship freely practice their religious duties in different parts of Iran. Also, 40 churches have
been reconstructed and renovated with the financial support of the Cultural Heritage and
Tourism Organization, and 57 organizations and associations related to religious minorities
pursue the religious issues of minorities and receive annual financial support from the
government.

23.  With respect to recommendations numbered 38.77, 38.78, 38.79, 38.240 and 38.241,
it is recalled that according to Article 20 of the Constitution, all individuals, including men
and women, are equally protected by the law. General legislative policies stipulate the
prevention of undue discrimination in the legislative stage. The extensive presence of women
in the political, social, economic, scientific, artistic and sports fields, as was partly stated in
the National Report of Iran, shows that Iran has always taken steps to create equal
opportunities and continues to do so.

24.  With respect to recommendation numbered 38.129, with the enactment of the Law on
the Enforcement of Financial Convictions in 2015, replacing the previous legal framework,
significant reforms have been implemented in favor of individuals subject to financial
convictions. A review of the provisions of the Law in question, particularly Articles 1 to 3,
demonstrates that no individual is incarcerated merely for failure to fulfill contractual
obligations. Rather, detention is imposed solely in cases where an individual, despite
possessing the financial means, deliberately refuses to fulfill such obligations. The lawmaker
has incorporated provisions on insolvency and the declaration of assets, which provide
sufficient mechanisms to prevent imprisonment.

25.  With respect to recommendations numbered 38.125, 38.126, 38.127, 38.145, 38.161,
38.162, Iran affirms that the activities of political parties, groups, journalists, media
professionals, non-governmental organizations, and other actors engaged in various human
rights domains — including women’s and children’s rights — are protected under the law.
Furthermore, it is reiterated that any form of unlawful or arbitrary detention is strictly
prohibited under the law, and offenders are subject to legal prosecution. On the other hand,
human rights defenders and journalists can continue to operate freely as long as they do not
commit acts contrary to the law. Thousands of journalists and civil society members are
currently active, and only a handful of them may be prosecuted for committing a violation or
crime.

26.  With respect to recommendation numbered 38.344, it is stated that Iran hosts one of
the largest populations of migrants and refugees in the world, who have primarily entered the
country from Afghanistan over the past four decades. Iran has provided them with significant
access to healthcare, education, and other essential services. Additionally, Iran has made
extensive efforts to integrate migrants into its public healthcare and education systems.
Despite resource constraints caused by the mass influx of Afghans and economic sanctions,
which have severely impacted the country’s infrastructure and socio-economic development,
Iran continues to deliver these services. On the other hand, the international community has
failed to fulfill its responsibilities regarding this humanitarian situation, placing the burden
solely on Iran. Given the shortage of funding and international financial support — amounting
to less than 50 cents per person annually — conditions are expected to deteriorate further.

27.  With respect to recommendation numbered 38.345, it must be emphasized that Iran,
in accordance with international laws and regulations, believes the voluntary return of
refugees is the most sustainable solution to the refugee issue. Accordingly, the international
community and institutions are called upon to support the return of these individuals to their
homeland by providing assistance for their reintegration in Afghanistan. The mass influx of
Afghans into Iran and their prolonged presence have placed immense strain on infrastructure
and heightened discontent in host provinces, eroding the resilience of these regions. In this
context, it is expected that the international community will fulfill its responsibility to
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establish economic and social conditions in Afghanistan to guarantee the dignified return of
Afghan refugees.

Notes

1 The Islamic Republic of Iran expresses its profound appreciation for the active participation of all
States that took part in the fourth cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), as well as for the
Troika and the UPR Secretariat for their efforts in coordinating the proceedings and providing the
necessary assistance.

2 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

3 Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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