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 I.  Institutional capacities and coordination 

  Recommendation 117.16 – supported 

1. At the level of BiH institutions, a formal consultation mechanism was adopted through 

the online e-consultation platform, which was established with the aim of including 

representatives of civil society and citizens in the creation and implementation of public 

policies falling within the competence of BiH institutions, which is consistent with European 

standards and integrations. 

2. Progress has been made in establishing institutional mechanisms for cooperation 

between governments and civil society organisations so as to ensure institutional cooperation 

on an annual level with civil society organisations on the issue of human rights. 

3. During the preparation of the Fourth Cycle of the Universal Periodic Review with the 

support of the UN Office in Sarajevo, meetings and a constructive dialogue were held with 

representatives of civil society in Teslić, Sarajevo, Mostar, Banja Luka and Brčko. 

 II. Judiciary, including impunity and rule of law 

  Recommendations 117.3; 117.4, 117.24, 117.25, 117.26, 117.37, 117.38, 117.39, 117.40, 

117.50, 117.51, 117.52, 117.53, 117.54, 117.55, 117.56, 117.57, 117.147 – supported 

 III. Prohibition of all forms of slavery 

   Human trafficking 

  Recommendations 117.80, 117.81, 117.82 – noted 

4. At the 62nd session of the BiH Council of Ministers, the Strategy for Combating 

Human Trafficking in Bosnia and Herzegovina 2024-2027 was adopted. 

  Recommendations 117.83, 117.84 – supported 

 IV.  Civil and political rights 

 A.  Prohibition of discrimination  

  Recommendations 117.5, 117.6, 117.7, 117.8, 117.9, 117.10, 117.11, 117.17, 117.18, 

117.19, 117.20, 117.21, 117.22, 117.23, 117.29, 117.31, 117.32, 117.33, 117.34, 117.35, 

117.175, 117.176 – supported 

5. BiH has reached a certain level of preparedness for the implementation of European 

legal standards, although there is still a challenge related to the harmonisation of the 

Constitution of Bosnia and Herzegovina and electoral legislation. In the process of amending 

the Law on Prohibition of Discrimination in 2016 and 2023, the anti-discrimination 

framework was improved, which is fully in line with EU legislation. The Rulebook on the 

method of collecting data on cases of discrimination in Bosnia and Herzegovina was adopted. 

  Recommendation 117.12 – noted 

6. Financial resources for the implementation of the election process are provided in the 

Budget of institutions and international obligations of BiH, and the process of drafting, 

approving and adopting the budget is the responsibility of the Ministry of Finance and 

Treasury of BiH, the Council of Ministers of BiH, the Presidency of BiH and the 

Parliamentary Assembly of BiH. 

7. In addition to the funds for the regular functioning of the institution every two years 

(election years), it is necessary to provide funds in the Special Purpose Programme from 
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which the elections are financed. Article 1.2a paragraph (7) of the BiH Election Law 

prescribes that in the event that the budget for the fiscal year in which the elections are held 

is not adopted, the institutions referred to in paragraph (9) of this Article shall provide funds 

for the period of temporary financing, either from the transferred funds of the accumulated 

surplus of income remaining after covering expenditures from previous fiscal years, from the 

funds of current reserves or funds from any other source or category of income" which 

permanently resolved the issue of financing the elections. 

  Recommendation 117.74 – noted 

8. The Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted the Rulebook on the 

Criteria for Financing and Co-Financing Projects in Areas of Public Interest Implemented by 

Associations and Foundations ("Official Gazette of BiH", No. 10/20). 

9. The Agency for the Prevention of Corruption and Coordination of the Fight against 

Corruption of Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted the Guidelines for the application of criteria 

for the allocation of financial resources from the BiH budget. 

 B. Ombudsmen and OPCAT 

  Recommendations 117.13, 117.14, 117.15 – noted 

10. In 2023, the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina adopted the Law on 

Amendments to the Law on the Human Rights Ombudsman, which ensures the financial 

independence of the ombudsman institution. When it comes to the funds allocated to the 

Institution of the Ombudsman, they are continuously increased, in a manner that the annual 

budget increases from year to year, in order to ensure the conditions for efficient functioning. 

 C. Transitional justice and criminal legislation 

  Recommendations 117.2, 117.26, 117.27, 117.28, 117.46, 117.47, 117.48, 117.49, 

117.180 – supported 

  Freedom of expression, media protection and freedom of assembly 

  Recommendations 117.58, 117.59, 117.60, 117.61, 117.62, 117.63, 117.64, 117.65, 

117.66, 117.67, 117.68, 117.69, 117.70, 117.71, 117.72, 117.73, 117.76, 117.77, 117.78 – 

supported 

11. All criminal codes in Bosnia and Herzegovina contain provisions prohibiting the 

incitement of racial, national and religious hatred and hatred on other grounds. Initiatives 

have been launched for the harmonisation of criminal codes in BiH, which will improve the 

regulations for the suppression of hate speech. The BiH Communications Regulatory Agency 

sanctions media that broadcast content of hate speech. 

12. Human rights defenders were in particular focus in terms of the prohibition of the 

adoption of regulations related to the criminalisation of human rights defenders in terms of 

the adoption of the Law on the Special Registry and Publicity of the Work of Non-Profit 

Organisations, known as the "Foreign Agents Law". 

13. The Council of Europe, in cooperation with the Ministry of Human Rights of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, is implementing a project entitled "Enhancing Institutional Capacities on 

Freedom of Expression and Information in Bosnia and Herzegovina" (EFEx) which aims to 

strengthen the protection of freedom of expression (FoE) and freedom of access to 

information (FoI) in BiH. 

14. The coordination working group for monitoring and reporting on freedom of 

expression and freedom of information in Bosnia and Herzegovina drafted a report on 

freedom of expression and freedom of access to information. 
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 D. Fight against corruption 

  Recommendations 117.41, 117.44 – noted 

  Recommendations 117.42, 117.43, 117.45 – supported 

15. The Republika Srpska Anti-corruption Strategy 2025-2031 was adopted by the 

Decision of the Republika Srpska Government on 26 December 2024. The preparation of the 

accompanying Action Plan for the implementation of the Republika Srpska Anti-corruption 

Strategy 2025-2027 is underway. 

16. At its 52nd session held on 18 June 2024, the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina adopted the BiH Strategy for the fight against corruption and the Action Plan 

for the implementation of the Strategy for the fight against corruption 2024-2028. Republika 

Srpska Government appointed one member each to act on behalf of the Ministry of the 

Interior of Republika Srpska and the Ministry of Justice of Republika Srpska, who 

participated in the development of the Strategy as members of the Interdepartmental Working 

Group. 

 V. Economic, social and cultural rights 

  Recommendations 117.75, 117.114, 117.115, 117.116, 117.117, 117.119, 117.120, 

117.121, 117.122, 117.126, 117.85, 117.86, 117.87, 117.79 – supported 

  Recommendation 117.118 – noted 

17. Bosnia and Herzegovina is a country rich in water resources. However, the amount of 

pollution that comes from urban and industrial waste water, practices in agricultural 

production, excessive abstraction of groundwater, ways of using water, as well as the evident 

impact of climate change, are the biggest challenge for the preservation and improvement of 

the existing water situation in BiH. 

18. The Federation Government adopted a document titled the Water Management 

Strategy of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina for the period 2022-2032. In Chapter 

4 (Water Management) together with Annexes 1 and 9 of the Federation Environmental 

Protection Strategy 2022-2032, they form the FBiH Water Management Strategy 2022-2032. 

19. The Republika Srpska Government adopted the Republika Srpska Integrated Water 

Management Strategy 2015-2024.  

 A. Adequate housing 

  Recommendations 117.88, 117.89, 117.90, 117.91 – supported 

 B. Health care 

  Recommendations 117.92, 117.93, 117.94, 117.95, 117.96, 117.97, 117.98, 117.99 – 

supported 

 C. Education 

  Recommendations 117.100, 117.101, 117.102, 117.103, 117.104, 117.105, 117.106, 

117.107, 117.108, 117.109, 117.110, 117.111, 117.112, 117.113, 117.30 – supported 

20. Bosnia and Herzegovina is working on the development of the National Energy and 

Climate Plan, and the Climate Change Adaptation and Low Emission Development Strategy 

for Bosnia and Herzegovina for the period 2020-2023 has been adopted. 

https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/bih223201.pdf
https://faolex.fao.org/docs/pdf/bih223201.pdf
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 D. Equality 

  Recommendations 117.123, 117.124, 117.125, 117.127, 117.128, 117.129, 117.130, 

117.131, 117.132, 117.133, 117.148, 117.149, 117.150 – supported 

  Women's rights 

  Recommendations 117.36, 117.134, 117.135, 117.136, 117.137, 117.138, 117.139, 

117.140, 117.141, 117.142, 117.143, 117.144, 117.145, 117.146, 117.151, 117.152, 

117,153, 117.154, – supported 

 E. Children's rights 

  Recommendations 117.155, 117.156, 117.157, 117.158, 117.159, 117.160, 117.161, 

117.162, 117.163, 117.194 – supported 

21. A report on the implementation of the Combatting Cybercrime Strategy 2020-2024 

was made for the year 2024, which, among other things, includes an overview of the 

implemented activities from the Action Plan for the Protection of Children against Sexual 

Abuse and Exploitation in Republika Srpska for the period 2022-2024. Currently, the 

Republika Srpska Government has initiated the process of adopting a new Strategy for the 

fight against cybercrime in Republika Srpska for the period 2025-2031, on the basis of which 

a new Action Plan for the fight against sexual abuse and exploitation of children in the digital 

environment in Republika Srpska will be developed. 

22. Also, in 2024, the Ministry of the Interior of Republika Srpska established a "Find 

me" emergency public notification system in the event of the disappearance of a minor on 

the territory of Republika Srpska. The Republika Srpska Ministry of the Interior implements 

activities within the Plan of measures and activities for the prevention of peer violence and 

juvenile delinquency for the period 2023-2027, and during 2024, training for 85 school police 

officers was organised. 

 F. Persons with disabilities and inclusive approach 

  Recommendations 117.164, 117.165, 117.166, 117.167, 117.168, 117.169, 117.170, 

117.171, 117.172, 117.173, 117.174 – supported 

23. Funds for the employment of persons with disabilities have been provided through 

entity funds, and new strategies have been adopted to improve the position of persons with 

disabilities based on the BiH Disability Policy. 

24. The Republika Srpska Social Protection Strategy 2023-2029 (RS OG 108/23) 

envisages as one of the goals to facilitate the development of new and improvement of the 

quality of existing services while better targeting the needs of users in the social protection 

system. The goal will be realised by enabling the application of the international functioning 

classification, which will develop services in the system of social, health, and educational 

protection in accordance with the recognised needs of users. 

 G. National minorities 

  Recommendations 117.177, 117.178, 117.179 – supported 

25. In order to define the basis for cooperation with national minorities, the Ministry of 

Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina created a Programme for the 

Promotion of Minority Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina with a calendar of joint activities 

with the governments and institutions of the countries concerned, as well as with international 

institutions. 

26. The programme is intended for all competent institutions at all levels, local self-

government units, international and domestic non-governmental organisations and 
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institutions of interested countries. It consists of several units related to the promotion of the 

rights of national minorities, education and awareness raising, inclusion policies, 

participation of minority groups, cultural support, media representation and international 

cooperation. It was referred to the Council of Ministers for adoption. 

 H. LGBTI 

  Recommendations 117.181, 117.182, 117.183, 117.184, 117.185, 117.186, 117.187, 

117.188, 117.189, 117.190, 117.191 – supported 

 I.  Refugees and migrants 

  Recommendations 117.192, 117.193, 117.195, 117.196 – supported 

  Recommendation 117.1 – noted 

27. On 13 December 1996, Bosnia and Herzegovina became a member of the 

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 

Members of Their Families, which entered into force on 1 July 2003. According to Article 

73, paragraph (1) of this Convention, the member state shall be obliged to inform the UN 

Committee about the implementation of the provisions of the International Convention on 

the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families within 

a reference period of 5 years. Initial Report submitted on 24/04/2009 - presented on 

23/04/2009. Second Periodic Report submitted on 01/06/2010 – presented on 10-14/09/2012. 

Third Periodic Report submitted on 19/10/2017 presented on 03-04/09/2019. Follow up to 

Concluding Observations of the Third Periodic Report was submitted to the Committee on 

01/10/2021. The fourth periodic report is in the final stage of collecting opinions. 
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