TORTURE AND ILL-TREATMENT IN BELARUS:
LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY
AND LEGAL REFORM
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TORTURE AND IMPUNITY
IN BELARUS

Follow-up to UPR: during the 3rd UPR cycle, States urged
Belarus to end torture, ensure independent investigations,
release political prisoners, and hold perpetrators account-
able — none fulfilled.

CURRENT SITUATION Detention Conditions: over-
crowding, filth, no bed-
* 5,000"' torture complaints since 2020 — ding/privacy; "sleep torture

all dismissed via constant light & night
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By May 2021 37,000 arrests, incl. 13,500 prolonged solitary in freez-
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* 1,180 political prisoners (178 women) No Independent Oversight:
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Investigate all acts of torture and ill-treatment since August
2020 promptly, effectively, and impartially — holding all
perpetrators, including those in command, accountable.

Establish an independent national mechanism to receive
complaints and investigate torture in full compliance with
the Istanbul Protocol and international standards.

Grant unrestricted access for independent national and
international monitors to all detention facilities.

CRIMINALIZATION OF TORTURE
IN NATIONAL LEGISLATION

Follow-up to UPR: past recommendations to amend the
Criminal Code to define and criminalize torture in line
with the Convention against Torture, and to ratify
OPCAT, remain unimplemented.

CURRENT SITUATION
Despite 8 Criminal Code amendments since 2020, no
separate torture offence exists.
Existing articles are narrow, downgrade severity, hinder — —
statistics, and weaken penalties. PLEGAL P—

Investigations handled by President-controlled Investi- INITIATIVE —
gative Committee, incl. cases against its own staff.

No independent investigative body.

Prosecutors — not judges — authorize pre-trial detention;

hearings without detainee presence are common.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Amend the Criminal Code to criminalize all acts of torture in
full compliance with CAT.

Amend the Criminal Procedure Code to require full, prompt,
impartial investigation of torture allegations before proceed-
ings, excluding any evidence obtained under torture.

Revise the Criminal Procedure Code to ensure judicial — not
prosecutorial — authorization of pre-trial detention, with
mandatory hearings within 48-72 hours of arrest.
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