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Key human rights issues

Educational segregation o

Bad housing conditions (2,

Forced housing evictions




Situation of Roma in Bulgaria

Issue: Educational segregation

Rec. 134.135: Safeguard and promote the fundamental right to education of Roma, thus ensuring
inclusive access to schools and effectively combating school dropout, particularly in rural areas (By
Holy See; Sim. by Japan)

- Half of Roma students attend predominantly Roma schools; mixed-ethnicity school attendance has

almost halved. School segregation persists despite ECtHR rulings against Bulgaria.

- High Dropout rates: with 60% of Roma students leaving school before completing secondary school. Only 1 in
1000 pursue tertiary education.

- Data Gaps: The lack of ethnically disaggregated data hinders monitoring and targeted policy design.
- Funding Limitations:

- National Program for Municipal Desegregation — 50% reduction
- Center for Educational Integration - unchanged since 2006



Recommendations

Issue: Educational segregation

Guarantee Free
School
Transportation

and Universal
Nutrition for all Roma
children of compulsory
school age to improve
attendance and
performance, and to

remove access barriers.

Integration of Roma
Identity, History
& Optional
Romani Language
classes into school
curricula to promote
belonging and cultural
respect.

Implement
Independent
Monitoring
Mechanisms in
schools to
prevent the unjust
placement of Roma
students into
special education.

Expand Mediator
Funding

to all schools
implementing
desegregation
measures, regardless
of student
concentration levels.

Increase State
Budget
Allocations

for segregation
programs to match
demand and
ensure
sustainability.



Situation of Roma in Bulgaria

Issue: Bad housing conditions

134.208: Ensure that Roma communities, particularly those affected by the mandatory COVID-
19-related quarantines, have access to adequate water and sanitation and the ability to
exercise their right to proper housing (By Finland; 3 more countries: France, Iran, Croatia)

Total

In 2024, the Roma ethnic group had
the highest at-risk-of-poverty rate in the country

Bulgarian

- 625%, in 2023 — 65(%) Turkish
roma (L
- 43.5% of Roma live in poor housing
conditions o .
- 76.9% live in overcrowded housing C 50 100 *
_ 347% |ive in housing Wlthout a tOilet and mPeople not at risk of poverty and social exclusion

®People at nsk of poverty and social exciusion

bathroom inside the home.
Source: NSI, 2024



Recommendations

Issue: Bad housing conditions

Create inclusive
social housing
projects to
prevent forced
evictions with no
safeguard
alternatives.

Ensure access to
basic utilities -
clean water,
sanitation, and
electricity in all
Roma-populated
areas by 2030.

Establish
environmental
regulations to
prevent Roma
neighborhoods
from being located
near hazardous
areas.

Promote and
protect the
Roma housing
rights, preventing
marginalization
and discrimination.

Ensure long-term
urban
transformation
plans that prevent
the ghettoization of
neighborhoods.



Situation of Roma in Bulgaria

Issue: Forced housing evictions

Rec.134.174: Refrain from demolishing Roma settlements without offering alternatives,
such as providing adequate social housing to Roma families (By Germany)

- No legislative amendments for proportionality
assessment in evictions despite CERD recommendations.

- In 2024 and 2025, Roma faced collective, arbitrary
forced evictions. A notable example of ongoing violations
of housing rights and spatial discrimination is the forced
evictions in the “Sugar Factory” neighborhood in Sofia, as
well as in Kremikovci, Stara Zagora, during the COVID-19
pandemic.

ani people living
s are still waiting for
ousing after being evicted in
April this year.




Recommendations

Issue: Forced housing evictions 3

Develop
inclusive

social housing
projects and
prevent forced
evictions without
alternatives.

Amend the Spatial
Development Act
and related
legislation to
permit
proportionality
assessments in
all eviction cases.

Mandate that
municipalities
involve affected
Roma
communities in
urban
redevelopment.

Implement an
inclusive
housing policy
that protects
against spatial
exclusion, a key
matter to SDG
11, 16.

Ensure
compliance
with ICESCR
obligations.
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