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Progress toward a War Crimes Court lacks a legal and operational framework. 

• President Boakai passed Executive Order No. 131 in 2024 establishing the Office of the War and Economic Crimes 
Court. 

• Recent efforts are promising but reliance on executive orders, not legislation, leaves the process vulnerable to changes 
in political will.  

• Institutionalization of the law, through the adoption of a bill establishing the mechanism, is needed to ensure the 
independence, legitimacy, and sustainability of the court. 

• No one has been investigated or prosecuted in Liberia for civil wars-era crimes; all convictions have occurred abroad. 

• Liberia claims to support cases in foreign jurisdictions, but this does not meet its obligation to deliver justice domestically. 

• Foreign cases are far from Liberian survivors and victims of the civil wars. 

There is no national reparations program for civil war-era victims. 

• The Government committed to reparations through the Strategic Roadmap but has taken no action to implement a 
trust fund, psychosocial support, or community-based programs. 

• Victims have had no access to any reparations for civil war-era crimes since the end of the conflicts in 2003. Further, 
no legislation to establish a reparations framework has been introduced.  

• Many survivors continue to suffer from long-term effects of physical injuries and psychological trauma without support. 

Liberia 
          
                   
      

 Accountability and Transitional Justice  
 

MECHANISM 
Universal Periodic Review 
 
SESSION 
50th Session of the Working Group 
on the Universal Periodic Review 
 
DATE OF REVIEW 
3 November 2025 

Summary: Liberia's two civil wars (spanning 1989–2003) were marked by 
egregious abuses, including civilian massacres, large-scale sexual violence, and 
the use of child soldiers. No one has ever been brought to justice in Liberia despite 
the 2009 TRC report calling for justice and reparations. Recent political initiatives 
under President Boakai, including the 2024 Executive Order establishing the 
Office of the War and Economic Crimes Court, demonstrate fresh momentum. But 
Liberia still lacks the legal and operating infrastructure to generate credible and 
sustained accountability efforts. A framework for reparations for victims has still 
not been established, and civil society continues to be excluded from transitional 
justice processes. 
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Civil society and survivors are excluded from justice processes. 

• The government reported constructing 10 memorials across the country, but the process lacked consultation with 
victims, families, and civil society organizations active in justice and reconciliation work. 

• Memorialization efforts were neither inclusive nor holistic and excluded significant stakeholders, further undermining 
trust in future transitional justice efforts. 

• Victims and civil society have not been meaningfully engaged in the design or implementation of accountability or 
reconciliation initiatives. 

• Human rights defenders, victims, and advocates continue to face threats, harassment, and intimidation, with no 
protection mechanisms in place. 

• The absence of robust protective measures will ultimately limit the participation of survivors and justice actors and 
hinders open public discourse about past crimes. 

Recommendations 

• Develop and implement a concrete plan, including consultation with affected communities, to establish a war and 
economic crimes court consistent with international standards and a victim-centred approach. 

• Replace the 2024 Executive Order with legislation to ensure the continued and sustainable operation of the Office and 
the eventual creation of the court. 

• Establish an independent committee of government officials, legal experts, and civil society actors to advise on the 
court’s creation and design. 

• Engage international and regional partners, including the UN, AU, and ECOWAS, to secure technical and financial 
assistance to support court operations and justice system reform. 

• Ensure the court includes international judicial participation, jurisdiction aligned with the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s recommendations, fair trial protections, and victim and witness support. 

• Develop and implement a national reparations scheme that includes financial, psychosocial, symbolic, and community-
based measures for civil war-era victims. 

• Guarantee protection for human rights defenders, victims, and journalists, and ensure respect for freedom of expression 
and peaceful assembly. 


