Oral Statement — UPR Pre-Session (Approx. 5 minutes)

[Introduction — 10 sec]

Distinguished delegates, colleagues,

My name is Maxwell W. Monboe, and | speak on behalf of Liberia’s Initiative for the Promotion of
Rights, Identity, Diversity and Equality (LIPRIDE), a national coalition working to advance the rights of
LGBTIQ+ persons and key populations in Liberia.

[Status of Recommendations — 20 sec]

During the last UPR in 2020, Liberia received several recommendations to repeal criminalizing laws,
adopt anti-discrimination protections, and ensure equal access to health and justice. Unfortunately,
these recommendations were merely noted, with no legislative or policy progress. In fact, the situation
has worsened with new regressive bills tabled in 2024 and 2025.

[Overview of Thematics — 10 sec]
Today, | will address four key concerns:

1. Criminalization of same-sex relations.
2. Absence of comprehensive anti-discrimination protections.
3. Violence, impunity, and access to justice.
4. Public awareness and support for civil society.
1. Criminalization of Same-Sex Relations (1 min)

Since Liberia’s last UPR, criminalization has deepened. Article 14.74 of the Penal Code continues to
punish consensual same-sex relations with up to one year of imprisonment. More alarmingly, in 2024
and 2025, lawmakers introduced new bills seeking to expand this penalty to life imprisonment.

This legal environment fuels stigma, arbitrary arrests, extortion, and fear of seeking healthcare. LGBTIQ+
persons live in hiding, unable to claim their rights.

Recommendations:

e Repeal Article 14.74 of the Penal Code and ensure no new laws criminalize consensual same-sex
conduct.

e Guarantee that law enforcement officials cease using morality laws to harass and extort
individuals.

2. Lack of Comprehensive Anti-Discrimination Protections (1 min)

Liberia has no legal protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, or
HIV status. As a result, LGBTIQ+ persons are denied housing, jobs, education, and healthcare.



This exclusion is especially dangerous in the HIV response, where prevalence among men who have sex
with men is 37.9%, one of the highest in the region. Without legal safeguards, health programs remain
underfunded and inaccessible.

Recommendations:

e Adopt comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation protecting individuals based on sexual
orientation, gender identity, and HIV status.

e Integrate gender-affirming and inclusive healthcare into the national health system.
3. Violence, Impunity, and Access to Justice (1 min)

Mob violence and hate crimes against LGBTIQ+ persons remain widespread, often incited by religious
and political leaders. Survivors of attacks face barriers in reporting crimes, as police routinely dismiss or
even perpetrate abuses themselves. No perpetrators have been held accountable.

Recommendations:

e Criminalize hate-motivated violence, including corrective rape, and ensure survivor-cantered
support services.

e Train law enforcement and judiciary actors to respect human rights and end impunity for attacks
against LGBTIQ+ persons.

4. Public Awareness and Civil Society Support (1 min)

Negative rhetoric dominates public discourse, fuelled by religious leaders and amplified by politicians.
LGBTIQ+ organizations face harassment, threats, and lack of state recognition or funding. Civil society
efforts to raise awareness and provide services are stifled.

Recommendations:

e Integrate LGBTIQ+ rights into school curricula, teacher training, and media guidelines to reduce
stigma.

e Provide protection and an enabling environment for civil society organizations working with key
populations.

[Closing — 10 sec]

In closing, we urge Liberia to honourl its international human rights commitments. Ending
criminalization, enacting protections, ensuring justice, and supporting civil society are essential steps
toward equality and dignity for all Liberians.

Thank you.



