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CALL FOR ACCOUNTABILITY 
Summary of LCW’s UPR Submission to The UNHRC - Fourth Cycle 

Review of Libya 

ABOUT LCW 

Libya Crimes Watch (LCW) is an independent NGO established in 2019, dedicated to 
monitoring, documenting, and reporting on human rights violations and international crimes 
across Libya. Through its field team, LCW seeks to combat impunity, support victims, and 
promote accountability by engaging international mechanisms. 

THREE KEY AREAS OF CONCERN 

1. Arbitrary Arrests and Enforced Disappearances 

Widespread arbitrary detentions and disappearances remain systematic, carried out by 
powerful security agencies such as the Internal Security Agency (ISA), Special Deterrence 
Force, Stability Support Apparatus, and Tariq Bin Ziyad Brigade. Victims include activists, 
journalists, HRDs, and individuals targeted for their political or religious views, sexual 
orientation, or gender identity. Many are held incommunicado, without charge or trial, 
while their families face intimidation when seeking information. Entrenched impunity 
allows these abuses to persist. 

2. Attacks on Journalists, Activists, and Civil Society 

Authorities across Libya continue to silence independent voices through arbitrary 
detention, judicial harassment, torture, and enforced disappearances. Restrictive 
legislation, including the Counter-Terrorism Law (2014), the Military Jurisdiction Law 
(2017), and the Cybercrime Law (2022), provides a legal façade for repression. Civilians 
continue to face military trials, while forced confessions are routinely broadcast to 
intimidate others. Case studies documented by LCW reveal consistent targeting of 
journalists exposing corruption, activists demanding accountability, and protestors 
exercising their fundamental rights. 

3. Freedom of Belief and Religious Persecution 

Libya continues to criminalise apostasy and blasphemy, leading to systematic persecution 
of non-religious individuals and converts. Between 2021 and 2024, many people, including 
women, minors, and foreign nationals, were arbitrarily detained on charges related to 
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apostasy or atheism, subjected to torture, forced confessions, and prolonged detention. 
Authorities also escalated persecution of Sufi orders: under the 2024 “Counter-Witchcraft 
Law,” vague provisions are used to justify arrests, enforced disappearances, and torture. 
Detainees have died in custody under suspicious circumstances, while families are 
silenced through threats. The persistence of these violations underscores the urgent need 
for accountability and international engagement to protect fundamental freedoms in 
Libya. 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS  

• Ratify and implement the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons 
from Enforced Disappearance. 

• Immediately release all arbitrarily detained individuals, including journalists, 
activists, HRDs, religious minorities, and Sufi adherents. 

• Conduct independent investigations into enforced disappearances, torture, deaths 
in custody, and other grave abuses, ensuring accountability for perpetrators. 

• Repeal or amend repressive laws, including the Counter-Terrorism Law (2014), 
Military Jurisdiction Law (2017), Cybercrime Law (2022), and Counter-Witchcraft 
Law (2024), to align with international human rights standards. 

• Cease the prosecution of civilians before military courts and guarantee fair trial 
rights and due process for all detainees. 

• Ensure freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, and end the criminalisation of 
apostasy and blasphemy. 

• Protect civic space and end the practice of forced confessions and public shaming. 
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Ali Omar (He/Him) 

Director 
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Nour Khalifa (She/Her) 

Communications and Outreach Officer 
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