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Statement on Women’s Rights in Libya 

Pre-sessions 50 of the Universal Periodic Review  

 

 
 

 

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, dear colleagues,   

  

 Lawyers for Justice in Libya welcomes this opportunity today to address you in advance of 

Libya’s Universal Periodic Review later this year. LFJL and our Libyan partners submitted two 

joint reports on a range of critical human rights concerns in Libya. Today, I wish to draw your 

attention to the ongoing violations of women’s rights in Libya.  

Despite repeated commitments by the Libyan authorities, , Libyan women continue to face 

systemic discrimination, violence, and exclusion from decision-making.   

Our concerns focus on four key areas: (1) political participation, (2) online violence, (3) detention 

conditions, and (4) discriminatory nationality laws.  

 

1. Political Rights and Participation  

Women remain underrepresented in political decision-making bodies. Without binding measures, 

the promise of at least 30% representation by the Libya Political Dialogue Forum will remain 

unmet. Women candidates, officials, and activists continue to face violence and threats.   

 

     We call on Libya to:   

•  adopt legislation requiring that women comprise no less than 30% of candidates and 

appointees in leadership positions, from the national parliament to municipal councils.  

•  protect women candidates, officials, and activists from threats and violence, and ensuring 

prompt, independent investigations into all cases of such violence, including the 

assassination of Hanan al-Barassi and the abduction of Seham Sergiwa. Public officials 

who harass or discriminate against women leaders must be held accountable.   

• finalise and implement a National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security in full 

consultation with women’s organisations, in line with UNSCR 1325.  

   

2. Online Violence Against Women  

A study by LFJL found that 67.5% of surveyed women in Libya had experienced online violence, 

including sexual harassment, stalking, or other forms of technology-facilitated abuse. This type of 

violence is used to silence women’s voices and undermine their participation in public life.   

 

    We call on Libya to:   

• publicly recognise the seriousness of online violence against women and establish a 

competent body to monitor and report on such cases.   

• Adopt and implement the long-pending draft on violence against women law including 

strong provisions on preventing and punishing online abuse.   

Mentioning individuals by name may put them or their families at risk. Please assess the risks of mentioning their names.
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• Repeal the Anti-Cybercrime Law that restricts free expression and to ensure that any 

cybercrime legislation focuses on genuine cyber offenses rather than criminalising 

legitimate speech.   

 

3. Women in Prisons and Detention  

Despite previous commitments Libya has failed to take effective action to address ongoing patterns 

of arbitrary detention, ill-treatment, and sexual violence against women in detention. These abuses 

are widespread in both official and militia-run facilities, affecting Libyan women as well as 

migrant and asylum-seeking women, and are compounded by a lack of accountability.   

 

We call on Libya to  

   

• immediately release all women and girls detained unlawfully, including for their opinions, 

without charges, or beyond their sentence.   

• Ensure Independent investigations into allegations of torture, rape, and ill-treatment, and 

hold all perpetrators accountable     

• Ensure detention facilities comply with the UN Bangkok Rules: women detainees must be 

supervised by female staff, have access to adequate healthcare—including sexual and 

reproductive health services—hygiene products, and nutritious food.  

• Prosecute sexual crimes in detention as serious offenses, and grant access to UN 

investigators or the ICC where necessary.  

• Ratify the Optional Protocol to the Convention Against Torture, end secret and unofficial 

detention, and close facilities notorious for abuse.  

• End the detention of migrant and asylum-seeking women and children, and implement 

humane alternatives without delay.  

   

4. Citizenship Rights  

   

Libya’s nationality laws continue to discriminate against women by denying them equal rights to 

confer citizenship to their children and spouses, leaving many children of Libyan mothers at risk 

of statelessness or without full legal rights. Despite partial measures introduced in 2022 to grant 

limited benefits, the core legal framework remains unchanged and falls short of Libya’s obligations 

under international law, including CEDAW and the CRC. Comprehensive legal reform is urgently 

needed to ensure equality and protect the rights of all affected families.  

 

    We call on Libya to :   

• urgently amend Law No. 24 (2010)  to grant women equal rights to transmit Libyan 

nationality to their children and spouses, with retroactive application to ensure those 

previously excluded can obtain Libyan nationality.   

• Amend laws and practices to allow foreign spouses of Libyan women to obtain residency 

and citizenship on an equal basis as spouses of Libyan men.  .   

• Pending reforms, interim identification should be provided to ensure equal access to 

education, healthcare, and basic rights.  
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Conclusion  

Libya must act now to turn its declarations into concrete measures, to ensure women’s full equality, 

protection, and access to justice and citizenship.   

Thank you.   

  

  

  

 

 

 

 


