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Introduction

• Drafting of the report for UPR Panama, together with the 
Observatory of Human Mobility in the Darien region and other 
alternate routes

• 2020 UPR review: 5 recommendations supported on human
mobility: access to justice (Spain), fight against xenophobia
(Portugal),  strengthening of asylum claim procedure (Spain, 
Afganisthan, Colombia)



1) Human mobility situation in Darien Gap

Since last UPR review

• Key migratory route connecting South America to Central 
America– 4000% increase from 2020 to 2023.

• Extreme risks, violence, and crimes. Difficulty in accessing
justice.

→ State response: detention in Migration Reception Centers 
(MRC), limited access to asylum request procedure.
• In 2025: closing of MRC, persons left to their own devices. 



2) Lack of protection and criminanization of 
human mobility

State approach: Security-criminalization. Hostile rhetoric against
migration (despite of 2020 UPR recommendation from Portugal)

• 2024: MOU between U.S.A. and Panama to deport irregular
migrants for USD$6 million. 

• Fines to irregular migrants entering Panama
• Since Feb 2025, reception of flights from the U.S with third

nationals (confidential agreement). No access to asylum claim.
• « Inverted flow »: poses new challenges yet has not been met 

with increasing protection



3) Asylum claim procedure

Current situation

• Lack of information on the possibility to seek asylum in key points 
of the migratory route

• Long process, no right to work for asylum seekers (despite Spain’s
2020 UPR recommendation) > pushes persons into extreme
vulnerability situations.

• Persons are deterred from filing asylum claims 



4) Recommendations for 2025 UPR review

1) Adopt a human rights approach to human mobility and border 
governance, ensuring the protection of the human rights of migrants, 
asylum seekers, and refugees, and that the right to seek asylum and the 
principle of non-refoulement are respected.

2) End de facto immigration detention and adopt alternatives based on 
human rights. It must be ensured that people on the move are not 
arbitrarily deprived of their liberty. Instead, the State should implement a 
system of temporary, open shelters that offer decent conditions, access to 
basic services, and medical and psychological care, in collaboration with 
humanitarian organizations.



4) Recommendations for 2025 UPR review
3) Ensure effective access to justice for migrants, asylum seekers, and 
refugees, and combat impunity. This should include diligent 
investigations and accountability for all human rights violations, especially 
sexual and gender-based violence; ensure the presence of prosecutors and 
free legal aid in transit areas.

4) Ensure an accessible, fair, and efficient asylum system. Guarantee 
that all persons arriving in Panama can apply for asylum without obstacles, 
receive clear information about their rights, and are not detained during 
the process. Grant work permits to applicants so that they can support 
themselves and avoid being left in legal and social limbo.



Key recommendation for 2025 UPR review

Adopt a human rights approach to human mobility and border 
governance, ensuring the protection of the human rights of migrants, 

asylum seekers, and refugees, and that the right to seek asylum and the 
principle of non-refoulement are respected.



Virtual briefing for PMs on 2 September

• When: Tuesday 2 September, 16:00-17:00 hrs
• Where: Zoom 
• Interpretation Spanish-English

Local organizations will share firsthand information, experiences, and 
documentation drawn from their professional work to discuss the current 
human rights situation of migrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and people 

in transit in Panama. 

Contact: o.solari@fiop.org 
(Olivia Solari Yrigoyen, Americas Program Coordinator at Franciscans International) 

mailto:o.solari@fiop.org
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